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PREFACE. 



Of the various religious persuasions amongst us not in 
communion with the Established Church, some address 
themselves almost exclusively to the reason; others almost 
exclusively to the imagination ; and others with almost 
equal exclusiveness to the feelings. 

The Author has long been persuaded, thai it is the great 
wisdom and happiness of the Church of England to address 
herself in her services with equal power to all the three ; 
and to provide in her liturgy for the due and proper religious 
training of those great faculties in man — the understanding^ 
the imagination^ and the heart. 

True indeed it is, that the published labours of most of 
our eminent Divines of the last century, masterpieces of clear 
and enlightened reasoning as some of them unquestionably 
are, by no means harmonize with that comprehensive and 
complete teaching of our liturgy above mentioned; since 
their discourses fpr the most part are cold, hard, and. dry 
appeals to the intellect only ; and they altogether omit, or 
deal out very sparingly indeed, any instructions by which the 
imagination may be properly trained ; and the religiotis feel- 
ings healthily guided and exercised. 

And though there is considerable improvement in this 
respect now; yet it cannot be denied that a very large pro- 
portion of the published discourses of the contemporary 
Clergy, are addressed with too great exclusiveness to the 
reason \ and but a small portion of the teaching of our able 
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and learned Divines, is at aJl calculated to interest the imagi- 
nation, or to warm the heart. 

Suited as such intellectual preaching undoubtedly is to 
the taste of the higher ranks of society ; it cannot be denied 
that it awakens little sympathy in the breasts of those large 
masses of the community comprised in the whole of the 
middle class (the highly educated few in the upper section 
of that class alone being Excepted ;) and in the labouring 
poor. 

Hence a very large number of these are found to be 
dissenters. 

As the Author is persuaded from those discourses of con- 
temporary Divines which he has perused, that there is no 
lack of very excellent religious books addressed to the in- 
tellect chiefly; and as he considers that all arguments are 
much better conducted in plain prose than in verse; he ven- 
tures to put forward this volume of Poems and Hymns in the 
hope that they may assist in promoting the right cultivation 
of the imagination and the religious feelings of those mem- 
bers of our Communion, who may give them a careful 
perusal; and that they will be found to harmonise with the 
admirable provision made by the Church of England for the 
cultivation of those faculties in her sacred services. 

In brief, the Author trusts that this humble contribution 
to our sacred literature may by the blessing of the Lord 
become instrumental in cultivating the imagination without 
encouraging superstition; in promoting the healthy exercise 
of the religious feelings without fostering enthusiasm or 
extravagance; and at the same time may approve itself to 
the reasoning powers of every candid and attentive reader, 

Croxton, near Thetford, 
October l8t, 1846. 
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HOLY GOSPELS. 



THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

And the moltitudei thai went before, and that followed, cried, saying, 
Hosanna to the Son of David : Blessed is He that cometh in the name of 
the Lord ; Hosanna in the highest. St. Mathew, xxi. 0. 

Thb welcome, which this multitude bestow'd 

Upon The Lord, as he to Sion rode; 

May well be thought an emblem of the joy, 

Which did angelic melodies employ, 

As they receiv'd The Saviour to His home, 

When re-ascending to Heaven's glorious dome. 

As that large crowd did The Redeemer cheer, 

When to the earthly city He drew near ; 

In grateful benedictions rais*d their voice, 

And in Th' Almighty King did much rejoice ; 

So did the holy angels gladly raise 

An anthem to the King of Glory's praise ; 

When unto the Jerusalem above 

He in triumphant majesty did move : 

The everlasting doors wide open flew 

As to their shining portals near He drew ; 

And Seraphim with holy rapture dwell 

Upon His Triumphs, who has conquered hell. 

B 
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The entrance of the Lord as King of Rings 

Into Jerusalem, to mind still brings 

His future entrance into Heaven above, 

In all the triumphs of Redeeming love, 

Attended by the myriads of the blest, 

Who through His merits shall obtain eternal rest. 

Clad in white robes, and having palms in hand, 

That happy and innumerable band 

Shall then on high their joyful voices raise, 

In one grand chorus of undying praise 

To Him, Who shed for them His precious blood, 

And brought them by His sacrifice to God. 

In all their hearts shall perfect bliss abound. 

And loud hosannas from their tongues resound ; 

No clouds of sorrow shall obscure their way. 

As they march onward to eternal day : 

Not one amongst them shall be rack'd with pain, 

Or ever know heart-rending grief again ; 

But in continued and unbroken joy 

Each pow*r of body and of mind employ : 

To them Christ's second advent shall supply 

A theme of thankfulness, which cannot die ; 

They shall in their triumphant King rejoice, 

And honour Him with an exulting voice; 

Ascribe Salvation to His conquering might, 

And in His praise receive supreme delight: 

As they on Heaven's ambrosial banquets feed. 

The sun and moon they shall no longer need; 

The Lamb shall in immortal radiance shine. 

And shed on them a lustre all divine. 

But let none think that they shall be allow'd 

To form a part of that immortal crowd ; 

Or that they shall in Christ's salvation share, 

And with great joy among His saints appear ; 
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Unless they now are guided by His swav, 

And His just sceptre with true hearts obey : 

As in His most exalted hour below 

Jesus declined the pomp of worldly show ; 

And in a meek and lowly guise appeared, 

E'en when as King His royal brow He rear'd : 

So should we never pomp and greatness seek. 

But ever be most humble, mild, and meek. 

Christ's second Advent shall no joy afford 

To them who love their sins and hate His word : 

His enemies shall all the miseries know 

Of sin unpardoned in undying woe ; 

None shall from death to life immortal spring, 

And the Hedeemer*s final triuaiph sing ; 

From whom the sceptre of His Providence 

Meets with rebellion not obedience ; 

Who with no benedictions hail their God, 

When he comes to them with His chastening rod; 

And who unto the Giver scarce will say 

A blessing, but repine whene'er He takes away. 

None shall behold Him with rejoicing eyes, 

Or follow Him into the highest skies; 

Who to be rul'd by Him while here refuse, 

And all the offers of His grace abuse. 

All whose unholy hearts whilst here withstand 

Their Saviour, and reject His just command ; 

Who by enthroning vice within the soul 

The Lord deny, and spurn His right control ; 

Do ever their besetting sins obey, 

And scorn to keep the piure and spotless way ; 

Shall never join that happy, blissful throng, 

Who sing in glory the celestial song; 

Nor hail the second Advent with delight, 

As those who persevered on earth in doing right. 

B2 
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THE HYMN. 



I. 

That was a very glorious day, 
When Sion's King unto her came ; 

Her sons straw'd branches in the way, 
And sung Hosannas to His Name. 

II. 

Their clothes beneath His feet they spread, 
And waved the palms of victory ; 

And they invoked upon His head 
A benediction from on high. 

III. 

That day more glorious splendour knew, 
When Christ ascended to His home; 

And angels sang as near He drew 
The King of Glory ^ see Him come, 

IV. 

^ut the most glorious day of all 

Shall be, when Christ, our King, shall move 
With all His saints both great and small 

To the Jerusalem above. 

V. 

My soul do thou with zeal prepare 
To meet thy King and God in peace; 

For none shall in His triumphs share. 
Who now do despite to His grace. 



\ 
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THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

And there shall he signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the 
stars ; and upon the earth distress of nations with perplezitj ; the sea 
and the waves roaring ; Men's hearts fkiling them for fear, and for 
looking after those things which are coming on the earth : for the powers 
of heayen shall he shaken. 

And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power 
and great glory. St. Luke xxi. 25., 26., 27. 

The comet blazing with it*8 lurid glare, 

Shooting through all the circumambient air 

Its fiery light; has often terrified 

The sons of men, who thought it to betide 

Wars, pestilence, and scarcity to come; 

And to foretell to men a fatal doom. 

Whea a red meteor sails along the sky, 

Men often think destruction very nigh; 

And that it's course terrificly portends 

Much slaughter, which man's brief existence ends. 

These awful prodigies are far between, 

And only at long intervals are seen; 

But niunerous signs shall in the skies appear, 

When the last Advent of The Lord is near ; 

And all the Heavenly orbs shall then display 

Some tokens of that dread, tremendous day ; 

In which the Judge will sit upon His throne 

To make men reap, as they on earth have sown. 

These signs Christ's second Advent but portend. 

And give clear warning of th' approaching end ; 

For at His actual coming they shall all 

Into a fatal dissolution fall: 

Then shall the sun for ever cease to shine 

Eclips'd by glorious Majesty divine; 

Bd 
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The moon no more her silver beams shall shed 

Upon each lowly vale, and mountain's head; 

And stars no longer sending forth their light, 

Shall then be quench'd for aye in endless night. 

Then with great noise the Heavens shall pass away, 

The elements shall melt with fervent ray ; 

And earth with all the works that are therein, 

Shall be consumed amidst the fearful din ; 

Which fast dissolving nature shall attend, 

When the material universe shall end. 

The Summer follows with a rapid pace 

The time, in which the bursting buds we trace ; 

So quickly shall the day of reckoning come, 

After the signs portending final doom. 

When all Creation seems to teem with life, 

Instinct with joy, and with existence rife; 

When forth the fig tree puts her tender leaves. 

And verdure winter's dreariness retrieves; 

When all the forest clad in robes of green 

In the sweet beauty of the spring is seen ; 

The summers' coming we then understand 

To follow soon, and to be near at hand: 

Thus when those signs appear in heaven above. 

The final judgement shall not slowly move; 

But shall on all the earth most quickly come : 

Consecutive to them shall be the day of doom : 

Then not in an obscure and lowly guise, 

As when He did in Bethlehem arise; 

Will the Eternal Son of God appear, 

Nor then humiliation's robes will wear : 

Th' incarnate God will then by all be seen 

In the efi'ulgence of unclouded sheen ; 

And then will be beheld by every eye. 

Or Saints, or who by sin The Lord deny. 
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No longer by base, wicked men despis'd, 

Rejected, scorn'd, insulted, and unpriz*d ; 

He with the power of Godhead then will come, 

And all the dead compel to quit the tomb. 

At His first coming few did Him attend, 

His followers were poor and humble men ; 

But when He shall to judgment come again ; 

Angels and saints shall follow in His train. 

As on the clouds He into Heaven did rise, 

When re-ascending to the highest skies ; 

So will He come in Majesty's array. 

And power and great glory will display. 

Then shall the bad unfeigned terror know, 

The dread forebodings of their coming woe ; 

Their sinking hearts through anxious fear shall &il, 

In looking afler ills which shall prevail. 

But if the wicked shall find great dismay 

At but the preludes of the judgment day ; 

What shall be their condition at the last. 

When the loud sound of the archangel's blast. 

Shall manifest that time shall be no more, 

And call them to the Judge they mock'd before. 

Oft let us to our mental view display 

The dreadful terrors of the judgment day ; 

And then impartially in heart enquire 

How shall I bear the Lord's avenging ire? 

What shall I do when God to judge shall rise, 

If I on earth His holy laws despise ? 

(0 What shall I answer Him? (Let that be told!) 

When He shall His dread visitation hold. 

Sinner ! If now thou canst but hardly bear 

That guilty conscience should upbraid you here; 

(I) Job. XXXT. 14. 
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How, when confix>nted by the eye of God, 

Shall you escape His dread avenging rod ? 

Nor terror nor despair we then shall trace 

In any one of all the righteous race : 

Nor signs nor second advent shaU bring dread 

To those who in Christ's holy footsteps tread: 

They shall lift up their heads with holy joy, 

When Christ shall come the wicked to destroy; 

And from the signs they shall discern time's verge, 

And reign of grace shall soon in glory merge. 

Although the Church with true fidelity 

Warns all her children that the Judge is nigh; 

How few unto her earnest words attend; 

Or heed the Scriptures which foretell the end. 

Some quite unfaithful waste their Master's goods 

Begardless of the judgment's fiery floods ; 

Others in sinful pleasure's sunshine bask, 

And Where's the promise of His coming ask ; 

And none of us perhaps now realize 

Sufficiently the truth — that we shall rise. 

And stand before Christ's awful judgment bar. 

There to receive as we have liv'd whilst here. 

If any of us therefore can rejoice 

In prospect of the Lord's Almighty voice 

To wake the dead, shall we not joy with fear, 

Lest, at His left hand we should then appear ? 

Consider carefully the answer given 

To foolish virgins from the marriage driven: 

To him who hid his talent in the ground : 

To him without the wedding garment found: 

To him who the ten thousand talents ow'd, 

And yet no mercy to another show'd : 

To them who prophesied in Jesus's Name, 

And worked iniquity all the same: 
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When on these awful instances you dwell, 

Be not highminded but let fear prevail : 

Consider what bright glories we shall lose 

If we the sacred means of grace abuse ; 

If when the bridegroom comes to claim His bride, 

We with our lamps gone out shall be descried : 

If we in earth have hid the talent given 

To be improv'd by all who hope for Heaven : 

If we the wedding robe have not attain'd, 

Which by the pure alone can e'er be gain'd : 

Although we daily God's forgiveness know, 

If we an unforgiving temper show : 

Though planted in 6od*s holy garden here, 

If we among the fruitless trees appear : 

When we shall find ourselves shut out of Heaven, 

Although to us great Gospel grace is given ; 

With what reproach shall we not load the heart? 

What cutting language from our tongues shall dart ? 

How shoi-t the strife Heaven's gladness to secure. 

And yet the struggle we would not endure ! 

How light the task compared with endless woe 

To serve The Lord devoutly here below ; 

And yet for wordly gain, or wordly ease, 

Or the enjoyments of our sense to please ; 

We have not fought courageously with sin, 

But suffered it the victory to win. 

And thus have lost the everlasting prize, 

And the inheritance beyond the skies ! 
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THE HYMN. 

I. 

The Sun, the moon, the stars shall show 
Signs of the coming judgment day ; 

When all the had shall anguish know. 
And find their hearts sink with dismay. 

II. 

Then shall the Judge Himself appear 

Array *d in majesty divine ; 
The rohes of strictest justice wear, 

And in effulgent glory shine. 

III. 

When Christ, the Lord, shall come again. 
None then shall scorn Him, none despbe ; 

Ten thousand saints shall form His train, 
And all the angels in the skies. 

IV. 

The wicked fill'd with hlack despair 
Shall seek in vain His wrath to flee ; 

Whilst saints their joyful heads shall rear. 
And soon shall hlest redemption see. 



My soul ! prepare to meet thy God, 
Whilst yet no doom's day thunders roll ; 

Suhmit thou to His chastening rod, 
And from all sin thyself control. 
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THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

Behold I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy 
way before thee St. Mathew, xi. 10. 

Those eastern Kings, whose realms were wide and great, 

When they would visit any distant state, 

Sent harbingers their coming to declare, 

And pioneers their pathway to prepare. 

Steep, rocky crags were levelled with the ground, 

And hollows fiU'd an even road to found ; 

Through mountain passes too was made a way. 

And all was cleared, which might produce delay : 

Each tortuous path deflecting from the right. 

The pioneers made straight with rapid might. 

Twas thus the path of Israel was explored, 

When they were all from Babylon restor'd ; 

(*) Each lofty hill was then cast lowly down. 

And every bank, which a long stance had known : 

See every vale fill'd up a road to found, 

And to make level the uneven ground ; 

That Israel might go safely to the land, 

Whence they were driven by Divine command ; 

And in the glory of The Lord advance 

To their long desolate inheritance : 

So glad were they from bondage to be free. 

It seem'd as if each fragrant smelling tree, 

O'ershadow'd them, who fled captivity; 

And as if woods by the Divine command 

Appeared in verdure to that joyful band : 

Such was their gladness to find levelFd ways 

Back to the country of their prosperous days ; 

(I) B»roch T. 7. 8. 9. 
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That e'en the desert seem'd much to rejoice, 
And welcome them with a triumphant voice : 
The wilderness to them freed from their foes 
Appeared to bud and blossom as the rose; 
And e'en that barren waste seem*d to abound 
In glory, which in Lebanon was foimd : 
Such was their joy when by their Maker led 
By light of glory in bright radiance shed ; 
With righteousness and mercy from above, 
Bestow'd on all, who God's commandments love. 
This custom of the Kings of Eastern race 
To send bold pioneers before their face; 
Was emblematic of the Baptist's call, 
As the forerunner of the Lord of all : 
The natural wilderness wherein John preached 
Was a fit emblem of the moral waste, 
Which in the hearts of all the Jews prevail'd, 
Who to obey the Lord's commandments fail*d. 
The vast corruptions of that sinful time, 
Abounding in each deep and heinous crime, 
Prov'd them unfit for advent of the Lord, 
Until reform'd and heedful of His word : 
What hills of pride had to be levell'd low. 
Ere they could fitness for Christ's coming know ! 
What roughnesses of disobedience 
Had to be smooth'd and clear'd of all offence ! 
What crooked paths of wickedness and sin 
Had to be straightened ere they could begin 
To welcome the Messiah Bless*d aright. 
Or to receive Him with a pure delight. 
Repent ! Eepent! Christ's messenger exclaim'd. 
And so to fit men for His Advent aimed : 
Preaclung repentance John prepared the way 
For the Messiah's primal Advent day; 



\ 
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Nor otherwise can ministers e'en now 

Due preparation to their hearers show 

For Christ*s last Advent when He shall be seen 

By all in glorj and majestic sheen : 

On us impenitent a heavier doom 

Shall at the last inevitably come 

Than on the Jews; because we all have known 

A clearer light, and greater knowledge own. 

If then our hearts are meek and contrite proved. 

And hills of haughty pride are far remov'd ; 

If the rough edges of rebellion cease 

Smoothed to obedience by God*s Heavenly grace ; 

If crooked paths of sin are now made straight, 

And we in roill and deed all evil hate; 

Then shall we joyfully pursue the road. 

Which leads to the great city of our God : 

Then though the world on us may dai'kly frown, 

And earthly sorrows " mark us for their own" ; 

Yet inwardly we shall in Christ rejoice. 

As those, who make His holy laws their choice: 

Then shall the desert of this world appear 

The garb of flowery cheerfulness to wear ; 

And as God's countenance shall brightly shed 

Its holy light upon each saintly head. 

We shall a purer, holier gladness know 

Than any which this world can e'er bestow. 

God for our friend, no griefs can us oppose, 

The wilderness shall blossom as the rose; 

The darkest aspect of the world be tum'd. 

To the bright views in Lebanon discem'd; 

And Sharon's excellence seem to arise 

Amidst the gloom to our delighted eyes. 

But if our hearts no fitness manifest 

For the last Advent of the Saviour Blessed ; 
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If hills of lofty pride are unremov*d, 

And disobedient roughnesses unsmooth'd. 

If from our crooked ways we will not turn, 

And to make straight our paths refuse to learn; 

Then we no inward happiness can know, 

Nor have the peace which from the Lord does flow. 

* Tis true the sun of worldly wealth may shine, 

And wordly pleasures and delights combine 

To strew our path with gay deciduous flowers, 

Sought for by those, who love sin's fetal bow'rs ; 

But still there is a wilderness within 

To those who love the slavery of sin ; 

The Sun of Righteousness to their base hearts 

None of His Heavenly radiance imparts ; 

No cheering ray comes to them from above, 

Because unrighteousness they ever love; 

And as their portion they on earth receive, 

They will at last in hopeless anguish grieve: 

But who Christ's second Advent may abide, 

When every man's performance shall be tried? 

At His appearing who may hope to stand 

Unmov'd amidst the conflagration grand, 

Which shall consume this lower, earthly ball. 

And cause the stars from Heaven's blue dome to fall? 

None but the saints^ who Christian meekness prize. 

And lowliness finds fevour in their eyes; 

Who are most fearful lest they should offend. 

And who no ear to disobedience lend; 

Who wilfully from rectitude ne'er start. 

Nor into crooked ways devote the heart. 
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THE HYMN. 



Kings of the east in ancient days 
Their messengers would send 

To level and prepare the ways, 
Ere they would journey wend. 

II. 

Thus John the Baptist came before 

Messiah, Lord of all ; 
His messenger men to restore, 

And to repentance call. 

III. 

High hills of pride must be laid low, 
Rebellioh rough smoothed down ; 

Ere we can Advent fitness know, 
Or win th' immortal crown. 

IV. 

We too each crooked path of sin 

Must utterly forsake; 
If we would life eternal win. 

And to Heaven's bliss awake. 



My soul thy paths in will and deed 

Make straight in rectitude; 
So shalt thou at Christ's banquet feed, 

And endless woes elude. 
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FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

There siandeth one among jou, whom ye know not; He it i», who 
ooming after me is preferred before me, whose shoes' lachet I aa not 
worthy io unloose. St. John. i. 26, 27. 

Of all the persons who were then on earth, 

No record was perhaps of equal worth 

With that of John, as to The Saviour^s claim 

To the Messiah's long predicted name ; 

And as to the Sure Advent of Christ's day. 

By whose atonement sih was done away. 

John had no wordly interests to serve ; 

Wanted no patron, for whom some will swerve 

From truth and right ; no courtly office sought, 

For which great talents often may be bought ; 

But was inur'd to mean and homely &re, 

And did rough garments and coarse raiment wear : 

Hence John could be by no base motive sway'd, 

That in his mouth truth's cause should be betray'd : 

Among the Jews the blessed Jesus stood 

Ready to work the everlasting good 

Of all, who would His holy laws obey, 

Believe on Him, and Keep His righteous way. 

Still, true it is, that Israel would not know, 

Nor strict obedience to His precepts show: 

Some would not for their Frophet Him receive, 

But would with pride their haughty souls deceive ; 

And treat Th' Almighty Saviour with disdain. 

Because from wordly pomp He did refrain : 

Others would not the Saviour recognize 

As their great Kit^^ nor His just sceptre prize ; 
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Slaves to their sins His holy reign they spurn'd, 

Nor from base falsehood and pollution turn'd ; 

Hence as their Priest the Lord could not be known, 

Nor could they Jesus as their Saviour own. 

Alike unknown He still remains to those, 

Who never will the love of sin oppose ; 

Whose hearts obey the deadly reign of sin, 

And suffer vice the victory to win. 

All those who whilst they sojourn here below 

Would savingly the Lord of Glory know; 

Must to God's laws with diligence give ear, 

And His obedient children now appear : 

Hence though we may an high profession make, 

And of the means of grace Divine^ partake ; 

The preaching of God's holy Word attend. 

And in devotions forms our bodies bend ; 

Prayer's holy language with our lips repeat. 

And in the Sabbath congregation meet ; 

Still, if by sinful lives we will abuse 

God*s grace, and His benignant reign refuse ; 

We may be sure we know not God aright. 

Nor shall attain the beatific sight 

Reserv'd in Heaven for all the pure in heart, 

To whom God will the vision blest impart. 

Although the Lord in midst of us still stands. 

Still calls us to obey His just commands ; 

And in His holy Church vouchsafes to give 

His presence that we may repent and live; 

Yet if we suffer any kind of sin 

The victory o'er our hearts and minds to win; 

If the vain world within our souls still reigns. 

And we permit its adamantine chains 

C 
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Unto its gains and joys our hearts to bind, 

And earthly things with real devotion mind; 

We know not God as He by saints is known, 

Who shall at last wear the eternal crown. 

The Bless*d Redeemer was preferred before 

The Baptist, and is to be honour*d more. 

As to the might superior He displayed, 

When e'en the elements His word obey'd. 

When devils from the poor demoniacs fled, 

And from their Maker's voice in terror sped ; 

When those began to walk, who erst were lame; 

The deaf and blind bless'd His most holy name 

For sight and hearing; and the dead did live 

At his command, who first their being gave. 

Before the Baptist Jesus was preferred 

As to the office of Th' Incarnate Word : 

Thus by His Spirit did the Lord subdue 

Men's minds, and their base hearts create anew ; 

All sinful dispositions quite expel. 

That a new spirit in their souls might dwell; 

A heart of stone from them remove away, 

And cause an heart of flesh in them to stay 

And by His Spirit dwelling deep within 

Make them an holy walk and life begin ; 

Keep and obey each precept and command. 

And in God's judgments with firm foot to stand. 

The cause of that great excellence regard 

Wherein The Saviour, The Incarnate Word, 

Exceird the Baptist to a vast degree 

As to superior might and ministry. 

That cause by John himself was then made known ^ 

When he the Saviour's Godhead erst did own, 

By stating that He was before him, though 

His birth was after John's ; which could be true 
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Only by reference unto that life, 

Which e*er the world was with existence rife, 

The Saviour from eternity possest 

One with the Father and the Spirit Bless'd. 



THE HYMN. 

I. 

Amongst the Jews Messiah stood, 

But Israel did not know; 
And thereby lost the endless good 

He waited to bestow. 

II. 

Though 'mongst ourselves the Saviour stands, 

He is to us unknown; 
If we obey not His commands, 

Nor His blest guidance own. 

III. 

Unto repentance John baptized 

In Jordans* waters clear; 
And sinners earnestly apprized 

That Christ, The Lord, was near. 

IV. 

But with the Holy Ghost sent down 

Christ does the Saints baptize ; 
Bemoves away the heart of stone. 

An heart of flesh supplies. 

C2 
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CHTtIS TMAS BAY 

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (aiul we beheld 
His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) foil of 
grace and truth. St. John, i. 14. 

Since death by man was bronght into the world, 

And Adam's sin our race from goodness hurl'd ; 

Of human Nature Christ must needs partake, 

Ere He for sin could satisfaction make : 

Hence not of angel's Nature He partook, 

When He for us beatitude forsook; 

But perfect manhood of great Abraham's line 

Him at His Incarnation to enshrine: 

He came in flesh as on this joyful day, 

And in the self-same flesh He went away, 

When re-ascending to the realms of light, 

And soaring upward in triumphant flight, 

To testify that «11 His «aints at last 

Shall so ascend at the archangei's blast; 

And clad in bodies lik« the4r Glorious Head, 

Shall to Eternal blessedness be led. 

That Christ must needs have been a Perfect Man 

All will perceive, who diligently scan 

The need we had of one to sympathise 

With all our woes, which in this world aiise. 

Our Great High Priest can never fail to feel 

For our infirmities and sorrows real ; 

Since He, as we do, felt the tempter's dart 

Piercing His sinless, and His pitying heart. 

Messiah also must be Perfect Go(J, 

Ere He could ransom us by His own bk>od ; 

Or purchase for us a blest heritage 

In that bright land above Satanic rage ; 
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Because a creature, who is only such, 

Can never to such conquering power reach, 

As the grim King of terrors to destroy, 

Give life, and ope the gates of endless joy. 

Become triumphant o'er the powers of hell. 

By purchase cause the saints in Heaven to dwell, 

Forgive the contrite each repented sin, 

Who by his grace a glorious victory win. 

The ends of our Lord's coming next survey 

To dwell in a pure tent of human clay : 

And first The Lord the Son of man became. 

That we might Son -ship unto God obtain ; 

Be born again by His supernal grace 

The heirs of an immortal dwelling place; 

Receive adoption, and regenerate 

Might by the Holy Ghost attain renew'd estate: 

Christ came to make our peace by His own blood, 

To reconcile offending man to God ; 

Men likewise unto men to reconcile, 

Who were at enmity through sin and guile. 

He came to shed on us His Heavenly light, 

Who erst were sitting in the darkest night; 

Illuminate our souls by His bright ray. 

And on our mental vision pour the day; 

Our wandering feet by His blest word to guide 

Into the way of peace : to open wide 

The gates, which to all Heavenly knowledge lead. 

That we to know The Lord might all proceed : 

He came that we might Satan's works destroy, 

And lead them from all wicked, base, alloy ; 

To seek an heritage beyond the skies, 

And purity and holiness to prize. 

He came to comfort those by grief opprest. 

To give unto the meek and lowly rest; 

C3 
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To bid the tears of broken hearts to dry, 

And balm of consolation to supply. 

He came to all the penitent to bring 

That pardon of which saints in glory sing; 

The sins of contrite souls quite to forgive, 

And bid those grovelling in despair to live. 

These ends and objects of the Saviour's birth, 

For which He came a sojourner on earth ; 

Are only known by those, who him receive, 

Bepent, shun sin, and in His name believe: 

All who to sin and wickedness are fain 

Cannot for long the sons of God remain ; 

But children of the evil one become, 

Whose works they do, and who will share his doom. 

To wicked men there cannot be true peace, 

Since they do despite unto Heavenly grace; 

Tread under foot the Saviour's pardoning love, 

And forfeit every hope of bliss above. 

On their dark souls the Light in vain does shine 

In it's eflfulgence, calm, serene, divine ; 

Who by the curtains of their sins exclude 

It's holy rays, and it's bright beams elude. 

They cannot know the comfort Christ supplies, 

Who meekness and humility despise; 

Nor pardon of their sins can they obtain. 

Who from the paths of sin ivill not refrain. 

How then may we now fitly celebrate 

The birth of Christ in meek and low estate ? 

How welcome this most happy day's return 

With proper reverence, and its blessings learn? 

First let us try our grovelling hearts to raise 

To join the anthem of angelic praise ! 

Shall Seraphims for us tune Heaven's sweet lute, 

And shall the tongues of men be still and mute ? 
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Have we no grateful hearts, devout to bring, 

Shall we refuse of Jesus' birth to sing ? 

Let us too strive more love to God to gain, 

And stronger and more lively faith obtain, 

By once more celebrating Jesus' birth. 

Who came to ransom the lost sons of earth, 

God, who for us spar'd not His only Son, 

But gave Him for the sins which we have done; 

Will no good thing unto His saints refuse. 

Who do not by known sin His grace abuse. 

In meditating on The Saviour's love. 

Which brought Him down from the bright realms above ; 

Will not the love of Christ each act constrain. 

That as to us His kindness be not vain? 

Seek then the oply recompense to make 

To him, who came from Heaven for mortals sake; 

By trying that each word, and deed, and thought. 

Into obedience unto Christ be brought. 

Let Jesus' love urge us to manifest 

Love unto those by poverty opprest ; 

By giving freely to supply their need 

According as our own affairs may speed; 

And all those who have injur'd us forgive 

For Bake of Him who died that we might live. 

Let us The Holy Spirit's influence seek, 

That shunning pride we may learn to be meek; 

And to the mind of Christ our Lord attain, 

Who, rather than man should in woe remain, 

His bright effulgent glory laid aside. 

And chose in human body to abide. 

He graciously assum'd a servant's form, 

AUow'd Himself to be thought but a worm, 

And (as at Christmas) a poor infant came 

In lowly gtiise, unsung by public fame ; 
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To save us from the pangs of endless woe, 
And paradise on good men to bestow. 
Show then religious, holy, sacred joy, 
And in thanksgiving your glad tongues employ. 
Let none by sensual and unholy mirth 
Pretend to celebrate the Saviour's birth ; 
As though He came to license men to sin, 
And not to teach them victory to win 
O'er every vice: Devote yourselves anew 
On this great Feast with resolution true 
Unto the Lord, who gave His only Son, 
That life eternal might through Him be won. 
Begin the day with private prayer and praise. 
And tune yoiur hearts to the angelic lays; 
Then with your brethren in God's temple meet, 
And your devotions with pure tongues repeat; 
And then before His holy table kneel, 
Re-dedicate yourselves with fervent zeal 
Unto the Lord, whose star's auspicious ray, 
Will guide the just to the bright realms of day. 



THE HYMN. 

I. 

Veil'd in a tent of human clay 
The Godhead deigns to dwell ; 

That men might reach the realms of day, 
And flee the depths of hell. 



27 

ON THE HOLY GOSPELS. 
11. 

He left His empyrean throne 

To make us sons of God ; 
And heirs of an eternal crown 

Bought for us by His blood. 

111. 

He came to shed His Heavenly light 

On each benighted soul ; 
To dissipate the moral night, 

Away the gloom to roll. 

IV. 

He came to purchase joy and peace 

And pardon for each saint; 
To comfort penitents with grace, 

And soothe the contrites plaint. 

V. 

My soul, this day, thy Lord adore, 

And join the choirs above ; 
Resolve henceforth to serve Him more 

Constraiu'd by Jesus's love. 

VI. 

For stronger faith prefer thy prayer, 

Seek more humility; 
To the Communion repair, 

In charity draw nigh. 

VII. 

Thyself to God rededicate 

Quite a new life begin; 
Seek thou to reach Heaven's cbrystal gate, 

And life through Christ to win. 
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SAINT STEPHEN'S DAY. 

Behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes ; and 
some of them ye shall kill and crucify ; and some of them shall ye 
scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them from city to city. St. 
Matthew, xxiii. 34. 

If Christ allow'd raen to compound for sin, 

And an indulgence for their vice to win 

By money payment, or by formal deed. 

Then unmolested might the cross proceed. 

But since He does the sacrifice demand 

Of the offending eye, or guilty hand; 

Since formalists in Him can have no part. 

Who still retain impurity of heart ; 

The Gospel always must the rage excite 

Of those, who love their sins and hate the light. 

Hence prophets and wise men for Jesus bold. 

Were persecuted as The Lord foretold : 

St. Stephen on whose festival we meet 

Was ston'd to death with most malignant hate ; 

St. Paul from city unto city driven 

For teaching men the only way to Heaven ; 

St. Peter crucified, and others slain 

By swords, and others bound with iron chain. 

Nor has such persecution been confin'd 

To the Apostles ; but the carnal mind 

Has often since their days employed the force 

Of torture, sword, and prison to coerce 

The valiant for the truth ; cast out their names 

As evil, and their bodies to the flames. 

And though such persecution now has ceas'd, 

Yet never are Christ's ministers released 
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From moral persecution and disdain, 

Which all who take the cross must still sustain. 

Against the world they may in speech declaim, 

But if they live in pleasure all the same ; 

The world will not such ministers molest, 

Nor opposition to them manifest : 

Tis when their Hves most clearly demonstrate 

They really mean what in discourse they state; 

That the ungodly world will rage disclose. 

And such good men in every way oppose. 

Nor will this hate by worldly people shown 

Be limited to ministers alone; 

All, who will truly live a godly life. 

Must feel the sinful world's opposing strife. 

As unavoidable these ills appear 

To all, who would the cross of Jesus bear ; 

With what a disposition should we meet 

This persecution and opposing hate? 

In Jesus' spirit we should ever take 

All wrongs, and prayer for our worst foes should make: 

St. Stephen in His Master's footsteps trod. 

And pray'd for those, who shed his reighteous blood. 

But by what strength may trembling mortals bear 

Such persecution, and such cruel fare? 

By God^s support^ who always will sustain 

His saints, nor let His people's trust be vain. 

Most strait and narrow was the way to life 

To those, who wag'd the holy martyr's strife ; 

Since they cQuld not to endless bliss arise, 

Unless through death they press'd towards the prize. 

Think not because such suflferings they sustained, 

Their prayers no audience with The' Almighty gain'd 

Think not because their earthly life was clos'd 

Abruptly by the malice of their foes ; 
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They to attain that glorious city faiFd, 

Where saints behold God's majesty unveil 'd ; 

And where the walls of gold and jasper shine 

In an unclouded brilliancy divine: 

Hather believe that their most earnest cries 

Reach'd to th' Eternal throne beyond the skies; 

And that the Lord of hosts vouchsafed to hear 

The aspirations of their dying prayer : 

Rather believe the holy angels sent 

To strengthen and confirm their weak intent ; 

And after death their spirits to convey 

To the bright regions of eternal day : 

Rather believe that the glad voice of praise 

The noble army of the martyr's raise; 

That as by death they glorified His name, 

And for His sake welcomed the sword and flame ; 

So they shall smg His glory evermore, 

And all the wonders of His love explore. 

'Tis true the firmness with which they sustained 

The loss of all things, and to Christ remain'd 

Faith^l to death ; was by their foes ascribed 

To madness or to an obdurate pride: 

Still to their enemies unholy gaze 

Appear'd none of the Saviour's glorious rays ; 

Nor could their eyes unsanctified descry 

The New Jerusalem's bright majesty, 

Which to the dying martyr'a sight arose. 

And its imrivall'd excellence disclos'd: 

Of God's support the wicked nothing knew. 

By which the saints e'en unto death were true : 

Nor could they to the glorious sight aspire 

Of horses and of chariots of fire ; 

Sent to convey the martyrs to their God, 

As those, who had resisted unto blood. 
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If we by meditation will compare 
The lesser evils we are call'd to bear, 
With the far greater sorrows which opprest 
The martyrs, who through torture went to rest; 
We shall encouragement and strength obtain 
To bear far milder and less searching pain. 
When o'er the saints deep woes shall victory win, 
Fightings without, and anxious fears within ; 
They shall be cheer'd by the sweet hope of Heaven, 
When from their hearts all sorrow shall be driven. 
If to this life man's hopes were all confin'd, 
More wretched than the saints you none could find; 
But when through Christ regarded as the heir 
Of endless bliss, the Christian's prospects wear 
A glorious hue: Let such the promise stay 
Of a bright crown, which fadeth not away. 



THE HYMN. 

I. 

Why should the world the Gospel hate, 
And Christ's religion persecute ; 

Since it desires no courtly state, 
And in ambition's walk is mule? 

II. 

Because it's purity is foimd 
DistasteM to the carnal mind; 

Allows for sin no tftaoxding ^ound, 
Nor evil spares o^ -•^^^ kind. 
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III. 

St. Stephen's martyrdom supplies 
An instance of one meek yet bold ; 

And unto all exemplifies 

The truth of what The Lord foretold. 

IV. 

Nor to the early saints alone 
Has persecution been confined ; 

The world will always hate and frown 
On all who God's commandments mind. 



My soul the world's worst hate endure, 
In Jesus' spirit mild and meek; 

And God shall be thy refuge sure 
Frop all, who thy destruction seek. 

VI. 

Their malice cannot take away 
The comfortable hope of Heaven ; 

Which faithful minds shall firmly stay, 
When by fierce persecution driven. 



ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST'S DAY. 

Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do f 
Jesus saith unto him, if I will that he tarry till I come, what is that 
to thee ? follow thou Me. St. John, xxi. 21. 22. 

As the disciple, whom our Saviour lov'd, 
And of the Blessed Jesus most approv'd ; 
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A special interest to St. John pertains, 

And he the love of every Christian gains. 

A disposition amiable and sweet ; 

A heart with warm affection wont to beat ! 

In all his writings we may clearly see, 

Which are abounding with true charity : 

This gentle temper reasons will afford. 

Why he was so beloved of The Lord : 

Was one disciple lov'd above the rest, 

And was he with the Saviour's friendship blest? 

Then friendships holy ties cannot be wrong, 

But clearly to the Christian state belong ; 

Provided we display to all mankind 

True charity, unbounded, unconfin'd. 

Join'd with him on mount Tabor*s dazzling sheen, 

And in the garden's agonizing scene; 

On these events St. Peter doubtless dwelt, 

And for St. John a strong affection felt: 

Hence he was anxious from the Lord to know, 

Whether associated they should go 

In the same path, until their days should end ; 

And road to Heavenly bliss together wend: 

And if I will (the Lord at once replies) 

He tarry till I come from highest skies ; 

Or Judah's guilty children to destroy ; 

Or to bestow on saints eternal joy 

At my last Advent ; what is that to thee f 

And then He added do thou follow me. 

As though the Lord St. Peter would reprove, 

Because his thoughts did still to others rove ; 

And would convince him of the urgent need, 

There was for him to look with careful heed 

To the great work unto himself assigned. 

And to fulfil it with firm hand and mind: 
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All who are curious to speculate 

On others fortune and on others fate; 

Should stand rebuk'd by what is that to thee? 

And at their duty toil continually. 

To every one a certain work pertains, 

On which he should bestow unceasing pains ; 

Which he is most in danger to neglect, 

Who would another's destiny inspect. 

Thus curious we may ourselves amuse, 

And yet our souls in endless sorrows lose : 

For others, ministers may preach and pray, 

And yet at last themselves be castaway : 

And how another does his vineyard keep. 

We may enquire, and yet in torment weep. 

The Lord's command in literal sense applied 

Unto St. Peter, and foresignified, 

That he should crucifixion's anguish know, 

And in the footmarks of His Savioiu: go. 

Unto all Christians this command applies. 

And bids men from the death of sin arise. 

And follow Christ : All those who would abide 

In Him, must take Him for their constant guide. 

To follow Jesus this command receive 

As Our Exemplar, who in Him believe: 

To follow Him, the lowly and the meek, 

Nor worldly honour and distinction seek: 

To follow Him in mild forbearance too. 

Father forgive they know not what they do : 

To follow Him in His unbounded love, 

Who for lost men forsook His realm above ; 

And charity afford to all mankind 

With cheerful heart, and with a ready mind : 

To follow Him in working while 'tis day, 

X^est when the time for toil has pass'd away ; 
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On its bright lustre do we fix our gaze, 

That it to Christ may lead us by its ray%? 

Or do we nothing of its brightness know ? 

Are our eyes grovelling bent on things below? 

Do we prefer the gloomy shades of night 

To the eflfulgence of the Savbur's light ; 

Because our deeds are evil and impure, 

And therefore cannot the Day-star endure? 

All those are darkened in their inmost mind, 

And wilfully their mental eyesight blind. 

Who from their crooked paths turn not away, 

And will not walk by God's enlightening ray. 

Do we before Him in devotion kneel; 

And worship Him with fervent,' holy zeal! 

Do we preseat the gold of charity, 

And so the poor and needy 's wants supply ? 

As sweet perfume and incense do our prayers 

Ascend to God, Who for His people cares? 

Do we lift up, as evening sacrifice, 

Pure hands towards our Maker in the skies? 

Do we present to Him, the bitter myrrh 

Of self denial ? or do we prefer 

Our darling sins to chasten'd, holy lives, 

In which no noxious iniquity thrives; 

But which are mortified from every ill. 

By souls resolv'd by help of God all vice to kill ? 

Hath God, to whom all things created bow. 

Who out of darkness bade the light to glow ; 

Into Our hearts in bright eflfulgence shone 

With knowledge of God's glory us to crown ; 

As in the face of Jesus it does shine. 

And beam with a resplendency divine? 

Is this bright star by lively faith descried? 

Do we permit its rays* our steps to guide ? 

E 
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If this be 80— -we shall all means employ 

To testify our grateful, heartfelt joy, 

By spreading knowledge of this glorious light 

To those involv'd in darkest Heathen night : 

Then Missionaries shall not plead in vain, 

Our best assistance in their work to gain ; 

And we shall pray and strive that those may see 

The Day-star in its bright effulgency; 

Who now behold not its enlivening ray 

To guide their feet in the celestial way. 

If this be so;<-»no storm of woe can rise, 

Which shall obscure its brightness from our eyes; 

And as the pilot guides his fragile bark 

In safety through the stormy seas and dark. 

On whom the pole-star sheds its guiding gleam», 

When it emits its silvery, welcome, streams; 

So shall the day-star all God's children guide, 

And from their view nought shall its radiance hide. 

Affliction's waves fail to obscure this light ; 

Yea, it shall shine with brilliancy more bright 

Upon the saints; when stormy billows roll, 

And waves of trouble agitate the soul. 

Tis then God's saints will always ''firm their eyes" 

Upon that guidance, which His word supplies; 

And by the light of its assistance blest, 

Steer to the haven of eternal rest. 

Nor shall e'en death's tremendous storm prevail 

To cause the light of this bright star to fail 

As to the saints ; but to their dying gaze 

It shall send forth its hope inspiring rays. 

When too the storm of judgment shall arise, 

And vain shall prove all refuges of lies ; 

And quench'd shall be in everlasting night, 

All other but the day-star's holy light ; 
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The saints as they arise from out their graves 

Shall see the star, which led them through the waves 

Of this dark world ; and with exceeding joy 

In praise for its bright rays will then their tongues employ. 

'Tis only in the realms of bliss above, 

That they can near, unclouded vision prove. 

Here dim and distant to their view it seems, 

And as a light amidst the darkness gleams ; 

There it shall shine in an unclouded day, 

And cheer the saints with an unbroken ray. 

(') Here in the day the sun their light supplies, 

And in the night the moon and stars arise; 

There God will be their everlasting light, 

And will reveal His glory to their sight: 

Here, the dark mists of yet indwelling sin. 

Infirmities still lingering within 

The best of saints ; must frequently obscure 

This light which will no breath of sin endure ; 

But there all evil shall be cleared away 

From those, who whilst on earth God's will obey; 

They shall to an unclouded view attain, 

And the fruition of God's glory gain. 

Here, darkly through a glass the saints behold. 

And clouds of ignorance their minds enfold ; 

There, they shall see the Saviour face to face, 

And Heavenly knowledge with glad hearts embrace. 



(1) See Isaiah LX. 19, and the CoUect for the Day. 

E2 
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THE HYMN. 



When the wise men beheld the star. 

They were exceeding glad ; 
They came to see Christ from afar 

By its bright radiance led. 

II. 

So Christians should rejoice to see 
The middle wall broke down ; 

And by the Day-star guided be 
To an unfading crown. 

III. 

They offer gol4 and frankincense^ 

And bitter myrrh withal; 
And worshipping with reverence, 

Prostrate before him fall. 

IV. 

So should we to the Saviour l^ear 

The gold of charity ; 
Our prayers as incense; and for myrrh 

Our flesh should mortify. 



My soul, avoid each kind of sin : 
From it dark mists arise, 

Which will no ray divine let in 
To our benighted eyes. 
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VI. 

Let Jesus' star be thy sure guide 

Reflected in His word ; 
And then where no dark vapours hide, 

Thou shalt behold the Lord. 



THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 

And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in fatour with God 
and man. St. Luke, ii. 52. 

The holy GospeFs bright, enlightening blaze 

The twofold Nature of the Lord displays ; 

At one time the Bedeemer it reveals 

As Son of Man, who for man's sorrows feels ; 

At other times it God the Son makes known, 

Whose power the demons with great trembling own; 

Whose word the very elements obey, 

At whose command e'en Death gave back his prey; 

By whom men's secret thoughts were brought to light. 

And who, transfigured, shone in glory bright. 

From Advent to the Gospel of to-day 

The Church does many scripture proofs display 

In all these Gospels, that the Word was made 

Fleshy and for men aside his glory laid; 

Our Nature took in true reality, 

Nor human soul and body did deny ; 

Bone of our bone became, yet void of sin, 

That we beatitude and life might win ; 

E3 
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Not only shed his blood our souls to save, 

But also unto all example gave ; 

That in His Blessed footsteps we might tread, 

And by his holy laws be ever led. 

The Gospel for to-day most fully shows 

His Incarnation; and his manhood does disclose: 

In the three Gospels, which to this succeed, 

Full proof of His Divinity we read ; 

In them th' Incarnate God plainly appears 

To free the saints from all misgiving fears. 

In that His body did in stature grow. 

That he is very man we all may know; 

For to the Deity there appertains 

No body; and God no addition gains: 

Perfect, and all-sufficient — ^no increase 

In Godhead's essence ever can take place. 

In that Christ's human soul became more wise, 

And by instruction did receive supplies 

Of learning, we have further evidence, 

That He assum'd our Nature in the strictest sense. 

How can Omniscience greater virisdom know, 

From Whom all Knowledge and all Learning flow ? 

What can be added to the Infinite, 

To whose all penetrating, piercing sight 

All things appear in an unclouded light? 

Although to Christ, as God, all things were known, 

And he could no increase of wisdom own ; 

Yet could His human soul more wisdom gain, 

As greater stature His corporeal frame: 

But even here we find the Godhead shine, 

And that in him were joined the Divine 

And human Nature; from his word appears, 

Where God to be his Father He declares. 
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Let youth learn to receive with docile mind 
Instruction, and for Heavenly wisdom find 
A place within their hearts ; shun vain conceit ; 
And humbly sit at their instructors feet; 
With hearts as teachable as they are meek 
The lessons of Divine instruction seek ; 
And strive to grow in wisdom as in years, 
As those in whom the mind of Christ appears* 
Subject to rule, as man, the Saviour came, 
Nor did exemption from obedience claim; 
But to authority submission gave, 
To teach mankind how they should all behave. 
Although, as God, Christ is the Lord of all. 
Before whose throne adoring angeb fall; 
Yet not on that aecotmt did he refuse 
To yield obedience; but subjection chose: 
Hence let the yoimg in everything obey 
Parental and all just authority ; 
To all commands with diligence attend. 
Which do not 'gainst God's holy laws offend ; 
Bebellion as a deadly evil shun, 
And in the way of the commandments run. 
Thus shdl they grow in wisdom as in years. 
And as their frame a higher stature wears. 
They shall the favour of then- Maker know, 
As well as that of each good man below 
To whom they may be known ; and they shall gain 
Their friendship, who to holiness are ^n : 
And when mature of years, their growth shall cease 
As to their stature ; still they shall increase 
And grow in grace, if they will persevere 
To walk in Jesus' holy footsteps here ; 
God will be ever their unfailing friend. 
And in all trouble will their heads defend; 
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In his good Spirit they shall more and more 

Increase, until they reach that hlissful shore; 

Where none will ever in obedience fail, 

Nor base rebellion ever shall prevail; 

But on the Saints God's countenance shall shine. 

And beam on them in radiance all divine. 



THE HYMNo 

I. 

Christ wiser and in stature grew 
As to His human soul and frame; 
His Godhead no increase can know, 
But evennore remains the same. 

II. 

As Jesus heard the doctors dpeak. 
And sacred learning meekly sought; 
So youth should good instruction seek, 
And should attend when they are taught. 

III. 

Christ their commands, as man, obeyed, 
To whom subjection then was due; 
So by the young should ere be paid 
Obedience to whom 'tis due. - 

IV. 

Thus when their frames have reached their growth, 
They shall in wisdom still increase; 
And fleeing indolence and sloth, 
To grow in grace shall never cease; 



\ 



ON THE HOLY UOSPKLS. 

V. 

Until to that blest realm they come, 
Which knows no end, and no decay; 
And dwell in that supernal home, 
Wherein is no decline of day. 



THE SECOiND SVNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 

This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and mani- 
fested forth His Glory ; and His disciples believed on Him. St. John, 
ii. 11. 

Our Saviour's presence at the marriage feast, 

His sanction of that state makes manifest ; 

And his approval unto all implies 

Of Holy Matrimony's sacred ties : 

How then its holiness can man deny; 

Or to forbid what God approves dare try? 

Who shall presume its honour to revile; 

Or say the state can any one defile? 

Marriage is sanctified to that degree, 

That in it is pourtrayed the mystery 

Of that most holy bond and union, 

Which makes the Church and the Bedeemer one. 

Hence to pollute this state let none presume, 

Lest swi^ destruction on their heads should come. 

At every marriage let all christians seek 

Spiritual presence of the Saviour meek ; 

Beseech Him one amongst the guests to make, 

That bride and bridegroom of His blessing may partake. 

The world in general to Aeir weddings call 

Pleasure, and Mammon^-and Mirth's carnival; 



60 

POEMS AND HYMNS 

But Jesus' presence from their feasts is stayed. 

For in his fear their unions are not made. 

Hence the unhappiness, which oft ensues 

From marriages formed on mere worldly views. 

In Christ the glory of the Lord was veiled, 

That human nature might for aye he heal'd: 

The hrightness of the Majesty divine 

The temple of His body did enshrine ; 

As once by curtains and thick darkness cloth'd 

The Sheckinah in the most holy place abode* 

And as some rays of glory oft were seen 

Piercing the darkness with effulgent sheen; 

Whilst yet the ancient tabernacle stood. 

And the first temple was preserved by God; 

So through the veil of human flesh, divine, 

Th' Incarnate God did often brightly shine; 

The Glory of God's sole begotten son 

In dazzling lustre on th' Apostles shone ; 

And Deity was to their view display'd 

In robe of perfect human flesh array'd : 

To manifest His glory Christ began 

With that great miracle which now we scan; 

For who but God Almighty and Diving, 

Could change the water's substance into wine? 

As Cherubim over the mercy-seat 

Look'd down upon the ark; so angels fleet 

Desire the glorious mystery to survey 

Of man redeemed by the Incarnate Deity. 

This miracle's efflect was to impart 

Beliance unto each believing heart ; 

And confirmation strongly to afford 

To the disciples of Our Blessed Lord. 

Though Jesus heal'd the sick and rais'd the dead, ' 

Assuaged men's thirst, and craving hunger fed, 
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Yet these foraied not His principal design 

In manifesting forth his Power Divine. 

The faith of Christians to make firm and sure, 

And confidence unshaken to secure, 

Were the chief objects at which Jesus aim'd, 

When he by miracles the God proclaimed. 

Do we by faith the Saviour's glory view, 

Reflected in the Gospel mirror true? 

And hence do we new strength of faith receive, 

And on the Lord more stedfastly believe? 

Or by the practices of wilful sin 

Can we no sight of Jesus' glories win ? 

Do we enwrap oiur souls in moral night. 

And loving darkness quite exclude the light. 
Because our deeds are evil in God's sight? 

As those who are by sad misfortune blind. 

No power to see Creation's glories find; 

Nor of the woods, and meads, and flowing main 

An heart enlivening vision can obtain ; 

So those whose mental vision is obscur'd 

By sin, which from God's ways their hearts allur'd; 

No radiance of Christ's glory can behold, 

But with gross darkness do their souls enfold: 

But those who are enlightened frotn above, 

Obey God's laws, and his commandments love, 

Shall all the hopes of their blest calling see, 

And will the darkness of corruption flee. 

Brighter and still more bright shall be their way, 

Till they attain the shining realms of day ; 

And in the presence of their Saviour bless'd, 

Behold his Glory, and from labour rest: 

Such, when the Lord in glory shall appear. 

Shall be like him, and incorruption wear. 
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THE HYMN. 

I. 

With Jesus' presence blest adorn'd 
How holy is the marriage state! 
Its purity is thence discern 'd, 
Which should be kept at any rate. 

II. 

Let none profane its sanctity 
For sake of rank, or sordid gain ; 
And let the married carefully 
From all unholiness abstain. 

III. 

As out of the most holy place 
Some rays of glory made their way ; 
So we may Jesus' glory trace 
Piercing the veil of human clay. 

IV. 

Though Christ by miracles reliev'd 
Each want, disease, and bitter woe; 
Yet chiefly by them was achieved. 
That saints a sted&st faith might know. 



My sQul dost thou by faith behold 
Christ's, gloria as they brightly shine. 
On souls, which no pollutions cloudy 
From holy GospeFs page divine? 
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VI. 

Thus only canst thou see thy God 
In His unfading realm above; 
And, cleans'd by Jesus' precious blood, 
Dwell in the sunsliiue of His love. 



HE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 

Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in 
Israel. St. Mathew, viii. 10. 

Others for sons and daughters sought the Lord, 

And prayed for His restoring, healing word ; 

But this centurion was the only one, 

Who sought relief for a poor servant's moan. 

How does this Roman's generous deed reprove 

The want in Christians of fraternal love ! 

From few compassions to their servants flow; 

And few an interest in their welfare show, 

When illness takes from them the power away 

To serve them longer, or their will obey: 

For a poor servant with the Lord to plead, 

And for a timely cure to intercede. 

Was a good errand Jesus' help to gain. 

Who to assume a servant's form was fain. 

That He might ransom us fi'om Endless pai^. 

See the centurbn's great humility 

Exprest in his immediate reply: : 

So far is he from boasting of his deeds, 

No mention of them from his mouth proceeds ; 
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His mean opinion of himself appears. 

And he the Christian's lowly spirit bears. 

So should we always give the lowest place 

Unto ourselves ; and seek God's Heavenly grace 

From every kind of boasting to abstain, 

And victory over pride of heart to gain. 

The faith of the centurion was exprest, 

When he th' Almighty power of Christ confest ; 

Proclaimed the efficacy of His word, 

And shew'd full trust in Israelis God and Lord. 

If I a sinful man, he seems to say, 

Who do myself a higher power obey, 

Can strict obedience to my will command 

From those plac'd under my directing hand ; 

How much the more canst thou whose sovereign will 

All things created must perforce fulfil; 

Command, and be implicitly obey'd. 

Speak but the word and nought shall be delay'd. 

Thus in affliction should we all believe. 

That God can instantly our woes retrieve ; 

In the Hedeemer place our stedfast trust, 

And never lean for help on sinful dust; 

Our confidence entire on Him repose 

Our need to succour, and dispel our woes; 

In firm reliance on His word depend. 

And trust Him as our never foiling friend. 

It is because in steadfast faith we fail, 

Our prayers in trouble are of no avail ; 

We trust in man, and on frail mortals lean, 

And to look higher are not often seen : 

Hence when the storms of tribulation lower, 

God gives no help in our distressmg hour; 

But leaves us to experience how vain. 

Is mortal help to dissipate our pain. 
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An arm of flesh is but a broken reed 

Unable to support in time of need ; 

In deep affliction will afford no stay, 

But will, when most we want its aid, give way; 

Will enter in and pierce the leaner's hand, 

And never will beneath the weight of trouble stand. 

Such faith as this in Israel was not found, 

Though means of grace in Jewry did abound : 

As if a tree in an ungenial soil, 

Unblest with husbandmen's painstaking toil; 

Should fruit in rich abundance sweetly yield, 

And brightly shine the glory of the field ; 

Whilst other trees of a rich soil possest. 

With constant care, and patient culture blest; 

Should in a hopeless barrenness appear, 

And wild, unwholesome, poisonous berries bear. 

The ancient people of the glowing east. 

When they would make a joyous wedding feast, 

Admitted guests at a small, narrow gate. 

Which was found shut by all, who came too late. 

All such excluded from the genial rite. 

Palsied with cold, and destitute of light ; 

Would stand without and knock aloud in vain. 

Nor could admission to the banquet gain. 

The Lord employs this custom to pourtray 

The Jews dejection and most sad dismay; 

When they shall find themselves shut out of Heaven, 

And for impenitence from glory driven; 

While Gentiles with less privileges blest. 

But who walk'd by the light which they possest. 

Shall enter in, and find eternal rest. 

Thus on the children of the reign of grace. 

In whom an higher knowledge we may trace 
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Than ancient Israel had— an awful doom, 
And most terrific judgment day shall come ; 
If they the Lord's forbearance now abuse, 
And to obey His holy laws refuse. 
Such with remorse and anguish shall perceive 
Themselves excluded far beyond retrieve 
From the great banquet of the Saviour's love 
Prepared in the unfading realms above ; 
And many Heathens, who have scarcely heard 
Of Jesus* name and of His sacred word ; 
But who to conscience warning voice were true, 
And glorified the Lord with honour due; 
Shall Heaven's beatitude with joy obtain, 
And an admission to its glories gain ; 
Shall join the company of saints in light, 
With palms in hand, and clad in spotless white; 
With patriarchs and with apostles share 
Ambrosial fruits, spread in abundance there ; 
And learn the Seraphim's immortal song, 
And with untiring tongues its melodies prolong. 



THIS HYMN. 

1. 

The good centurion besought 
The Saviour for his palsied slave ; 
And thus to all a lesson taught 
Their servants health from God to crave. 
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II. 

How few on servants care bestow, 
Or feel for them fraternal love; 
Few for dependents interest show, 
Or merciful unto them prove. 

111. 
His faith and true humility 
The Saviour drew unto the light, 
By promising to go and free 
His servant from his woeful plight. 

IV. 

My soul, be humble, lowly, meek, 
And shew humility of heart ; 
And faith in Jesus' promise seek, 
Which He to prayer will still impart. 

V. 

The condemnation do thou flee. 
Which fell on Jews impenitent ; 
Lest, while poor Heathens glory see. 
Thou should 'st in endless woes lament. 



THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHAM. 

And He saith unto them, Why are jq fearful, O ye of little faith ? 
Then He arose, and rehuked the winds and the sea; and there was a 
great oahn. St. Mathew, yiii. 26. 

Saw ye that overwhelming mountain wave 
That fragile bark with awful fury lave? 
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Heard ye the tempest rage, and billows roll, 

Causing the ship to spurn the helm's control ? 

Each moment they expect to be the last, 

So dread the storm, and so severe the blast, 

And yet behold the Saviour calmly sl»iep 

Unmindful of the horrors of the deep. 

A lively emblem this event supplies 

Of storms of woe, which on the saints arise. 

When waves on waves in quick succession come. 

And every moment threaten fatal doom. 

As then the Lord appeared to give no heed. 

But was asleep amid their greatest need; 

So when the storms of tribulation rage, 

He oft refrains their fury to assuage; 

But leaves us to be shaken to and fro, 

And for a time their awful strength to know. 

As they the Lord with earnestness awoke, 

And His Almighty aid by prayer bespoke; 

Into His ear strong supplication pour'd. 

And a deliverance from the storm implor'd; 

So Christians when dark storms of trouble lowV^ 

And waves of sorrow threaten to devour ; 

Should to the throne of grace with speed repair^ 

Beseech the Lord with fervent, earnest prayer 

To look upon them with a Father's care ; 

And with submission to His will implore 

Deliv'rance, when the stormy billows roar. 

Whilst thus we imitate their earnest cry, 

And in affliction to the Saviour fly ; 

Our utmost diligence should be employed. 

That we may their despondency avoid. 

As they weak faith and trembling hearts betray'd. 

Nor were their minds on God's protection stay'd^ 
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But all their fortitude of soul was lost, 

When by the furious waves and tempest tost; 

So when o*er Christians floods of sorrow roll, 

And storms of trouble agitate the soul, 

How oft in stedfast hope and trust they fail, 

Suffer desponding terrors to prevail 

Over theu: minds ; and say, in sad despair, 

God is no longer mindful of my prayer ; 

My hope is perish'd, gone for evermore. 

No further mercy is for me in store: 

Hence the reproof will equally apply 

To Christians sunk in sad despondency, 

As to that timid and faint-hearted crew. 

The weakness of whose faith from Jesus drew 

The exclamation — Why this anxious fear, 

ye whose faith can small temptation bear. 

Behold the Lord calm and serene arise, 

Rebuke the waves, whose crests menace the skies; 

Command the elements to otm his will. 

And hush the tempest with his Peace ^ he still. 

Thus when the storm of persecution rav'd. 

The Lord His faithful servants often sav'd 

By quelling all the people*s rage insane. 

And making rulers' furious madness vain ; 

As when St. Paul escap'd the Jewish band; 

And when St. Peter by the Lord's command 

Was by an angel led from Herod's hand. 

Thus, when the hurricane of sorrow blows. 

And troubled man small hope of safety knows ; 

The saints are often with Christ's presence blest, 

To quell the storm, and hush their woes to rest. 

By God the storm was on th'Apostles sent, 

Though able all its ravings to prevent, 

F 2 
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To exercise their patience, faith, and skill 

"For the great work they were soon to fulfil; 

When they were not to strive with flesh and hlood. 

But with the worldly powers opposed to God: 

And though less arduous works for us remain, 

Yet each his Christian calling must maintain; 

And at the work allotted to him toil, 

And strive 'gainst those who would his soul despoil: 

But none to any excellence arise 

Whose faith in God aflBLiction never tries; 

Over whose head no waves of sorrow roll, 

Nor storms of trouhle agitate the soul. 

Sharp trials will to us defects reveal, 

Which health and much prosperity conceal^ 

Hence hurricanes of woe on us must blow, 

Ere we, like Job, ourselves can rightly know. 

The tempest, which on Christ's Apostles rose, 

Did a deficient and weak faith disclose: 

Thus when we find our faith in storms give way^ 

And cannot then on God our spirits stay; 

We may our sad deficiencies explore. 

Which were perhaps unknown to us before. 

Since God in faithfiilness afflicts us now. 

And leaves us to be tost by storms below; 

Let us with patience all our griefs receive, 

Regard them sent our welfare to achieve. 

Deficient fidth and practice to amend 

And to prepare us for our later end. 

As natural tempests purify the air. 

And an unwholesome atmosphere repair; 

So tribulation purifies our hearts. 

Cleanses our souls, and sanctity imparts. 

Th' Incarnate God again here meets our eyes. 

And this great miracle the proof supplies 
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Of Christ's true oneness with the Deity, 

Who only can subdue the raging sea. 

Like one embark'd upon a toilsome voyage ; 

Through seas where billows roar, and tempests rage; 

The Christian mariner his vessel steers, 

And his straight course towards the haven bears: 

And if we do not Jesus' presence lose 

By wilful sin, nor all his grace abuse; 

The Saviour will divine support supply 

To strengthen us the helm in storms to ply ; 

Will every hurricane of trouble quell. 

And save us from the yawning depths of hell ; 

Will bear us safely through the tempest's roar 

Unto the haven of the stormless shore ; 

Cause us to pass unhurt the troubled waves 

Of this lost world, to where no billow raves. 



THE HYMN. 



As the disciples woke the Lord, 

And sought His help to quell the sea; 

So we, relying on His word, 

To Him, when troubles roar, should flee 

II. 

But their distrust let us avoid, 

And with firm faith on Him depend ; 

And then His arm will be employ'd 

Our heads in sorrow to defend. 

F3 
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III. 

Those who serve Christ in will and deed, 
However by life's tempest tost ; 
Shall on their Heaven-bound course proceed. 
And never in the gulph be lost. 

IV. 

My soul, if by no wilful stain 
Thou shalt thy Saviour Bless'd expel; 
Thou shalt through Him the haven gain, 
Nor be o'erwhelm'd in depths of hell. 

V. 

He in all dangers will support, 
In all temptation strength supply; 
And bear thee to that peaceful port. 
In the calm regions of the sky. 



THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 

Let both grow together nntil the harvest. St. Mathew, xiii. 30. 

Should man be suffered this world's state to mend 

By gathering out of it all who offend ; 

And of their earthly being those deprive 

Who in profession of false doctrine live ; 

How often he would innocents destroy 

Who err from ignorance ; and who with joy 

The truth of God are ready to embrace 

Could they but be convinced, and who resist not grace. 

Again: should all as wheat be left to stand, 

Who on the side of Orthodoxy band ; 
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How many sad dissemblers, aud vile weeds. 

Would then escape the doom their baseness needs : 

Especially when such profession brings 

Honour from men, and store of worldly things. 

How many temporizers would be free 

From righteous plmishment, who would agree 

To any creed, so that they might secure 

Those worldly pleasures, which mankind allure; 

And be partakers of those golden gains, 

With which high Fashion still rewards the pains 

Of those who by time-serving seek to please 

The men who can bestow most costly fees. 

Such characters to God's all-seeing eye. 

Though men esteem as wheat, all open lie : 

Such gain no favour in the Lord's esteem. 

Who ever will such orthodoxy deem 

Abomination ; and the men regard 

As rotten weeds, who here have their reward. 

Again; all those who iniquity do 

Cannot be rooted out by man below 

Without great injury unto the wheat ; 

Because none can with justice separate 

Between the good and evil, but that God 

To^whom alone is an unerring rod. 

Besides, no man must ever take in hand 

To root the noxious weeds out of the land ; 

For though in natural husbandry a tare 

Can never in the wheat grain's nature share; 

Yet in spiritual we may oft perceive 

Those, who were once but tares, in Chiist believe; 

And at the last become good, wholesome com. 

Fit to be gathered to the Heavenly bam. 

Let none, whose consciences proclaim them tares 

Presume, because God still in mercy spares: 



74 

rO£MS AND HYMNS 

Let none in that most deep delusion lie, 

That they can hide from God's all searching eye 

Their wickedness, because their evil ways 

Artful deceit from man's observance stays. 

Deluded creatures ! Let them surely know, 

That God perceives all that they think or do; 

And can with ease immediate vengeance pour, 

So that they cumber up the ground no more. 

Though no authority to man is given 

To uproot tares, which their base roots have driven 

Deep in the field of God ; because the ken 

Of mortal eye cannot pierce deep within ; 

Or tares from wheat with accuracy part 

By making manifest the secret heart; 

Yet God can separate them both with ease, 

And often does when he corruption sees 

Too obdurate to be purg'd out again, 

And that a further trial would be vain. 

And even if God should for years forbear 

To root them from His field; yet they shall share, 

At the last day in that tremendous doom. 

Which on the tares inevitably shall come; 

When God shall send his angels from above 

To gatherer*/ all who abused His love 

While they liv'd here below; such shall be cast 

Into that fire which shall for ever last« 

Then shall a doom by so much more severe. 

By how much gentler they were dealt with here, 

Overtake all those, who walked not in God's way, 

And would not his divine commands obey; 

Though they for years were graciously forborne. 

That they to God from wickedness might turn: 

For righteous men far different prospects wait. 

On their departure from this earthly state ; 
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Since they shall enter on a glorious home, 

When all the wicked shall receive their doom. 

Like sheaves of com, which fall in season due, 

Mature of age, and of a golden hue ; 

The righteous man descends into his grave, 

After his passage through life's troublous wave. 

As wheat is ripened by the solar beams. 

Which fall upon the earth in sultry gleams. 

Together with those gentle simimer showeis, 

Which God on all terrestrial produce pours; 

So all good men are ripen'd for the skies 

By warmth y the Sun of Eighteousness supplies, 

And by the dews and showers of grace below, 

Which from the Holy Ghost to good men flow. 

As men with joy collect the golden grain. 

And heap the sheaves upon the loaded wain; 

So in that day the Saviour will rejoice, 

When at the sound of His Almighty voice 

All his elect by holy angels led 

Shall to his gamer blest be gathered. 

Then all the righteous as the sun shall shine 

In God their Father's Heavenly Land, divine; 

And like the glorious body of the Lord 

The bodies of the saints, who kept His word. 

Shall then be fashion'd: such shall then display 

The brilliancy of Heaven's etemal day. 

Illuminated by the Saviour's beams 

They shall rejoice in those celestial gleams; 

Diffuse a brightness, which no eye hath view'd, 

No ear hath heard, nor human heart embued; 

Appear in radiance shaded by no gloom, 

The inmates of a pure, unclouded home ; 

And citizens for aye of realms above 

Dwell in the sunshine of their Maker's love. 
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THE 'HYMN. 

I. 

If God had given to men the power 
To root the tares out of the land ; 
How oft would they the good devour, 
And leave the bad, as wheat, to stand. 

II. 

To God's all-seeing eye alone 
All men in their true light appear; 
To Him each secret thought is known, 
And every heart's desires are clear. 

III. 

Each kind God will discriminate 
At the decisive Judgment day; 
The wheat and tares will separate 
By a decision fixed for aye. 

IV. 

Woulds't thou, my soul, escape the fire 
Beserved for tares in endless woe; 
And to that garner blest aspire, 
Where saints eternal glory know; 



Thy life each holy fiiiit must bear, 
While sojomming beneath the skies; 
Thou must each kind of sin forbear, 
All pure obedience thou must prize. 
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THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 

As the lightning oometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the 
west ; so shall also the coming of the Son of man he. St. Matthew^ 
xxiv. 27. 

SiNCB none can tell what time the Lord will come, 

Nor when shall be the day of final doom; 

Let us of every wilful sin beware, 

And for the coming of the Lord prepare : 

If He for Judgment should to us appear 

During the time of our sojourning here ; 

Should we behold with joy His Advent day, 

Or shrink from it in terror and dismay? 

As on the lightning's svdden flash we gaze 

And marvel at it's unexpected blaze; 

Whose swift approach no harbinger precedes 

And which no herald of it*s coming needs : 

So sudden on the world's inhabitants 

Shall the great day of final doom advance ; 

Strike every wicked man with dread despair, 

And call the righteous in Heaven's bliss to share: 

Then in a moment shall the just be chang'd, 

And in a blest, triumphant band be rang'd: 

Then instantaneously before the end 

To meet' the Lord in air shall they ascend ; 

What time the trumpet shall emit the sound, 

Which thrillingly through all the world shall bound ; 

And all the dead at it's shrill blast shall rise, 

And dead in Christ soar upward to the skies. 

As lightning simultaneously is seen. 

Nor does a moment seem to intervene 

Between the time of starting and its goal, 

Darting from east to west without control; 
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So at the selfsame instant unto all 

Shall the last Advent of the Lord heM ; 

Nor shall those severed by the widest space 

The slightest difference in His coming trace: 

At tlie same time to every human eye 

Will he appear triumphant in the sky : 

All they that pierc'd Him likewise shall behold, 

And wail in woes unknown, unheard, untold; 

Whether the men, who with the nails and spear 

On Calvary in Crucifixion drear 

Pierced the Lord ; or those who bad in deed 

By sinM works make our Dear Lord anew to bleed. 

Kone can the lightning's influence avoid, 

And no endeavours, which may be employed 

Can it's strong, penetrating flash evade, 

Or &om its brightness find a darkling shade. 

Those wet by the abundant mountain showers, 

When the strong torrent most profusely pours, 

In some overhanging rock may shelter find. 

Where in the storm the flocks their footsteps wind. 

Whenever hailstones light upon the plain; 

Which make the labours of mankind but vain ; 

Or fleecy snows upon the fields descend; 

Men may their bodies from the eold defend 

By warmth and shelter, which their homes supply, 

From all the terror of the winter's sky : 

But no such refuge from the lighttiing's power 

Can rocks or homes g^ve in that dreadful hour. 

When Heaven is brilliant with the vivid blaze, 

And the bright flame with gleams incessant plays. 

So unavoidable and passing bright 

Will be the Advent of the God of Light : 

The wicked then in vain shall rocks invoke 

To shield them from the Lord's avenging stroke; 
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Nor shall the mountains then obey their call 
As they request them on their heads to fall: 
In vain they seek a shelter in the grave, 
Nought can from that consuming brightness save, 
With which the Saviour to the bad will come, 
When he shall send them to their final doom. 
Let such attempt to realize the scene 
Who to each sinful joy is ever keen : 
Misguided one! have you ne'er felt an awe. 
When the fierce tempest in it's might you saw? 
When o'er your head terrific thunders peal'd. 
And the night landscape was to all reveal'd 
In vivid flashes? Could you then pursue 
Your wickedness, or impure deeds renew? 
Under your tongue could you your vice then roll 
As a sweet morsel ; and employ your soul 
In planning deeds of profligacy and sin. 
And seeking how death's wages you might win. 
Eather have you not trembled in that hour 
Lest the fierce tempest should your life devour; 
And you consume by lightning flashes dread 
With all your sins upon your guilty head. 
The dark forebodings which you then perceiv'd 
Shall all be realized and not reliev'd; 
Unless you now with speedy zeal repent, 
And do works holy, good, and innocent. 
As nothing can the lightning's influence shun, 
Or flee the tempest, when it has begun; 
So no corruption shall have power to flee 
The mighty working and vast energy 
With which the Lord shall quicken His dect, 
And change their bodies, who His laws respect; 
So that perfection they may all attain, 
And in eternal bliss with him may reign. 
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THE HYMN- 

I. 

Sudden as lightning from the skies 
Shall Jesus' final advent he; 
When He to Judge the world shall rise, 
And doom for all eternity. 

II. 

As simultaneous as the hlaze, 
Which mortals see with awe and fear ; 
Shall the Eedeemer's glorious rays 
To all mankind at once appear. 

III. 

And as no shelter can defend 
From lightning's penetrating heams ; 
So shall no rocks nor mountains lend 
A refuge from the vivid gleams 

IV. 

Which at His coming Christ shall pour 
On the assembled universe: 
When those shall dread, who scorn'd before. 
And saints shall his just praise rehearse. 



Nor shall corruption's strength avoid 
The Saviour's mighty energy; 
When death itself shall be destroy'd, 
And saints shall endless glory see. 



b 
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SEPTUAGESIMA SUNDAY. 

The Kingdom of Heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, 
which went out early in the morning to hire labourers unto his vine- 
yard. St. Mathew, xx. 1. 

This parable in its first sense applies 

Unto the Jews, call'd early to arise, 

And work the works of God ; ere to the world 

The banner of Salvation was unfurl'd : 

The envious Jews could not the thought endure, 

That Gentiles equal blessings should secure 

With them, whose ancestors had borne the heat 

And burden of the day with firmness meet : 

To check their arrogance, and quell their pride, 

Observe the Lord this fit discourse provide. 

This parable in wider sense applies 

To Christians, called from slothfulness to rise; 

And work the works of God at every age. 

And in a life of holiness engage. 

Thus early in the morning of our days 

God calls each one to labour to His praise; 

When infants, whom baptismal waters lave. 

Are caird as Christ's true servants to behave 

Are dedicated to God's service here, 

Sign'd with the cross, and made His badge to wear; 

In token that they will receive no shame 

At the dear, crucified, Bedeemer's name; 

Will, as His soldiers, Jesus' cause defend, 

And be His fiiithful servants to the end. 

Children of age instruction to receive 

In what they have to do, and what believe; 

Are like those call'd at the third hour to toil, 

Ere they can know the world's polluted soil : 
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Happy are they, who in their younger days 

Thus labour to their Great Creator's praise; 

Whilst the sweet bloom of innocence appears, 

Which the unsullied brow of childhood wears ; 

Whilst the warm blood of early vigour flows, 

And with ingenuous shame the bosom glows; 

And there is that simplicity of mind, 

In which deceit and guile no place can find. 

Like Samuel and Timothy of old, 

Whose early piety with praise is told ; 

Such God's most gracious promise realize,^ 

And find a blest acceptance in his eyes; 

Such many pangs of bitter grief are spared 

For crimes, whose mischief cannot be repaired ; 

And such escape remorse of conscience dire, 

Which burns in guilty breasts like a consuming fire» 

Those who the sixth or ninth hour's call obey, 

Work in the vineyard, and no more delay, 

Besemble those, who in meridian prime 

Or in its first decline, Redeem the time. 

Those at th' eleventh hour to labour sent, 

When time for toil was very nearly spent; 

Besemble those^ who late in life begin 

To work the works of God, and strive with sin. 

As the sun's shadow on the dial's face 

Glides imperceptibly with rapid pace; 

And disappears, when in the western waves 

The orb of day his glowing chariot laves ; 

So silently glides on our mortal day, 

So surely passes our career away. 

As oft the shadow ceases to be seen 

Ere noon arrives; because the sun's bright sheen 

Is hidden by the vapours, which arise, 

And veil his rays' effulgence from our eyes; 
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So prematurely is the life of man 

OH clos'd, ere he has seen its utmost span; 

And oft before his noon death's fatal gloom 

Consigns the youthful mortal to the tomb. 

As the young grass, which in the morning grows. 

Is oft cut down long ere night's shadow throws 

It's sable mantle o'er Creation's face, 

And withers ere the darkness we can trace; 

So by the scythe of death are youth oft mown 

Ere they to their maturity have grown; 

And others are cut down, and are no more 

Long ere the steps are slow, the head is hoar. 

Let none then venture to procrastinate, 

Because some take God's service very late; 

Few live to see advanced age at aU, 

And a still smaller number heed the call 

In later life: and none perhaps, who sin 

FreBuming they can any time begin. 

Let none a wicked envy entertain, 

Because some late in life God's favour gain ; 

But rather with unfeigned hearts rejoice, 

That such at last have listened to God's voice ; 

That from the burning yet another brand 

Is pluck'd by the Almighty Saviour's hand; 

And that another turn'd from Satan's might 

To God, has found the Gospel's glorious light 

But since the later men to God may turn 

Less time have they Gt>d'8 holy laws to learn; 

And far more difficult the work is found. 

Than unto those more early on the ground; 

Be quicken'd to repent whilst called to-day, 

Nor longer from the vineyard's labour stay ; 

With all thy might in God's free service toil, 

Ere death shall all thy energies despoil ; 

G 
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Since from the grave no work is ever won, 
Nor can we labour, when life's day is done. 
The night of final reckoning is at hand. 
When God will payment unto all command : 
Shall wicked men no wages then receive, 
Who at God's call would not transgression leave? 
Yes — sin's most deadly wages shall be paid 
To all, who have not God's just laws obey'd: 
But let none think that life can be the wage 
Of those who in God's vineyard work engage. 
As death of sin : life is the gift of God 
Through the atonement of the Saviour's blood. 



THE HYMN. 



Let youth with diligence give ear. 
Who in the morning of their days ; 
Are summoned Jesus' yoke to bear, 
And work betimes unto His praise. 

II. 

Thus shall they happily avoid 
Remorse of heart and guilty stings ; 
And in God's vmeyard well employ'd 
Shall know the peace, which virtue brings. 



"\ 
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111. 

Let those, who have refus'd the call 
Till prime of life or its decline ; 
Attend unto the Lord of all, 
While Gospel rays upon them shine; 

IV. 

Lest God, provoked by their delay. 
And their obduracy of heart ; 
Should shut them from the realms of day, 
Nor endless rest to them impart. 

V. 

Toil thou, my soul with all thy might. 
In works approv'd by God above; 
Make his blest service thy delight. 
And every holy labour love. 



SEXAGESIMA SUNDAY. 

A lower went out to sow his seed. Si. Luke, Tiii. S. 

Unplough'd and sterile is each beaten way. 
On it all seed would be quite thrown away: 
On the hard surface it would all appear, 
Beady for the devouring birds to bear: 
Thus on those minds hardened and trodden down 
By unclean spirits, nothing can be grown ; 
The seed will be snatch'd up as soon as sown 
By Satan, and by worldly thoughts which find 
A ready entrance to the carnal mind. 

G2 
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Would any ask how they relief may gain, 

And in their heart admission may ohtain 

For God's hlest word ? Let such the warning read 

Of the Redeemer How ye Jt^ar take heed : 

Hence let us all with thoughtful minds attend, 

And in a prayerful frame due audience lend; 

Each vain imagination quite control, 

Consider what we hear with all our soul. 

As Abraham put the birds of prey to flight, 

Which on the sacrifice sought to alight; 

So we should chase all sinful thoughts away. 

Which on the word sown in our hearts would prey. 

The deeper men may cultivate the soil. 

The better will it pay the labourer's toil; 

The seeds will all more nourishment obtain, 

The firmer hold their roots and fibres gain, 

And in fertility will long remain ; 

Whilst those with little earth, however gay 

They spring at first, will quickly fade away 

Beneath the scorching of the solar ray. 

Thus those, who to God's word at first give ear. 

And for awhile his faithful ones appear; / 

But have no depth — no perfect fruit can bear. 

Such, though at first they listen to the word. 

And outwardly attend unto the Lord ; 

And though they seem at first to grow in grace. 

And walk in Virtue's path with sted&st pace ; 

Will ever wither, when temptation's beams ^ 

Beat on their heads with their hot, scorching gleams. 

Although the word of God may be imprest 

Upon their memories^ — yet within their breast 

It could not root; nor strike into the heart 

A fibre, which might strength in need impart 
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See ye that field, in which the weeds prevail, 

And cause the crop of golden grain to fail ; 

Such is the state of those, whose minds endure 

No other thoughts, bnt how they may secure 

The ease and plenty which this earth supplies, 

Begardless of the joys beyond the skies ; 

Who let the cares of life reign in the breast. 

Nor will those weeds injurious molest. 

Such too their state, in whom the love of wealth 

Destroys the soul's well being and its health; 

Their hearts on lucre bent will not afford 

A soil to ripen firuits of God's good word : 

And such their state, who bent on sensual joy, 

In search of worldly pleasures will employ 

Their time and toil; resolved to gratify 

Each appetite, e'en at the cost of bliss on high. 

Such act as though they thought their business here. 

With every sensual joy their hearts to cheer; 

And heedless of the mansions of the sky, 

Like beasts they live, and like the beasts they die. 

See ye that field in which the golden grains 

Are free firom weeds ; in which the com sustains 

The solar heat; and which untrodden down 

With plenteous harvests does its owner crown; 

Such is the man, whose good and honest heart 

Does nourishment unto the blade impart; 

In which no weeds of pleasure, pelf, or care, 

The word's good seed are sufi^'d to impair; 

Who does no hardness of the rock oppose 

Unto the root, as deep within it grows ; 

Not only in the mind receives the grace 

Of God's good word ; but in the heart for it finds place ; 

Who how he hears takes ever careM heed, 

Considers well the word, lest with great speed 

G3 
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The devil from his heart should it remove, 
And he should but a rcayside hearer prove. 
As com between the time when first it rears 
It's shoot and harvest, many changes bears ; 
Though heat and cold's vicissitudes arise, 
Yet at the last abundant fruit supplies ; 
So all the changes of this mortal life, 
Where tribulation's heat is oftsn rife, 
Are borne with patience and with constancy 
By those, whose fruits prove their sincerity ; 
Who bear vnih fortitude unto the end 
The various woes, which ever now attend 
Profession of the Gospel truth ; nor grow 
Weary in doing well, whilst here below. 
A solemn inference is here implied, 
That only one in four would firm abide 
Unto the end of those who heard the Lord, 
And from His own blest lips received the word. 
Alas ! have we not too much cause to fear, 
That a much larger number will appear 
At the last day like an unfruitful field. 
Which would no harvest of good living yield, 
Of those, who now assume the Christian's name 
And to be Jesus' faithful servants claim? 
Though ministers reap little from their toil. 
And seem to till a hard, unkindly soil; 
Yet not on that account let them despair, 
But sow the seed with fervent, earnest prayer: 
Without God's blessing no success we gain, 
Apollos waters, Paul must plant in vain; 
But when God sends his Spirit from above. 
And o*er our hearers broods the Heavenly Dove, 
The word of life in grief or sorrow sown, 
Water'd perhaps by many a tear and groan; 
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Shall even yet strike roots far deep within 
Some hearts, which now seem adamant m sin; 
Who even yet their fruit shall upward bear 
In holiness, whilst they on earth appear; 
And shall hereafter flourish in the skies. 
And bloom in verdure, which nor fades nor dies. 



THE HYMNo 

I. 

In vain the word of life is sown 
In voay-side hearers* souls; 

Consideration is unknown. 
Where this base world controls. 

II. 

Those on the rock however gay 
Their early verdure shews; 

Will always wither and decay. 
When hot temptation blows. 

III. 

The seed by noxious thorns opprest 
Of pleasure, wealth, or care; 

Cannot with golden grain be blest, 
Nor to perfection bear. 
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IV. 



In hearts, which ponder and retain 
The word, and weed the thorns ; 

God sees the seed not sown in vain, 
An hundred fold discerns. 



My sotd, assisted hy the Lord, 
Thy firuits with patience yield; 

And the sweet odour send ahroad 
Of a blest, fragrant field. 



QUINQUAGESIMA SUNDAY. 

Jesus said unto him, receive ihj sight : ihj faith hath saved thee. 
And immediately he received his sight, and followed Him, glorifying 
God. St. Luke, xviii. 42, 43, 

As blind no cheering, welcome sight can gain 
Of woods, and hills, and dales, and flowing main ; 
And beauties of the landscape are unseen 
By eyes " suffused by a thick drop serene" ; 
So those, to whose dark hearts and spirits blind 
The rays of Gospel truth no entrance find; 
Bed^mption's glorious beams cannot discern. 
Nor will the way to bliss eternal learn. 
To them the fasts and feasts return indeed 
Without their notice, and without their heed ; 
As unconcerned spectators they behold 
The scenes which the Evangelists unfbld: 
The celebration of the Saviour's birth. 
Who for us men sojouni'd upon the earth. 
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The fasting and temptation he endur'd, 

By which o'er hell the victory was secur'd; 

His agony, His bloody sweat. His cross, 

Borne for our sakes, and to retrieve our loss; 

His life of sufiering, and his death of pain, 

Our ransom, and our endless bliss to gain; 

His glorious resurrection to restore 

Mankind to life, which they had lost before; 

And lastly His ascension to the skies, 

Whither His saints in heart and mind should rise; 

All these events no interest can awake 

In those, who blind their souls for lucre's sake; 

Whose minds become through pride as dark as night, 

Impervious to the Gospel's sacred light; 

And who will not hy prayer seek Jesus' ray 

To cleanse their sight, and clear the shades away. 

Awful the want of the corporeal sight. 

When darken'd eyes cannot behold the light; 

But the most awful want to those pertains, 

Over whose mental vision darkly reigns 

Heart-blindness; and whose minds cannot discern 

The good from evil, nor God's precepts learn. 

Such evil good, and good will evil call. 

And blindly into every error fall; 

In holiness no beauty they behold, 

They see no ugliness their sins enfold; 

With greediness they swallow every bait, 

Nor heed the dangers which upon them wait; 

No mercy in prosperity perceive, 

Nor for the cause of their afflictions grieve ; 

Satan their foe for their true friend mistake, 

And for their enemy th' Almighty take; 

See not in them so much fidelity, 

As on God's promises e'er to rely; 



'i 
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Nor 80 much terror in his threats disceniy 
As from the sins at which they aim to turn. 
When from the Lord the blind receiv'd his sight. 
And Bartimseus gaz'd upon the light; 
Christ gave an emblem of that light of heart, 
Which in the Gospel he does still impart 
To all, who seek for it in earnest prayer, 
And to his word lend an obedient ear. 
Hence when Saint Paul was by the Saviour sent 
To warn the nations quickly to repent; 
He was commanded to relieve the blind 
In heart, by preaching the good news to all mankind. 
The sun shines brightly to the human eye, 
' His beams illumine the clear, azure sky; 
Upon his splendour we with gladness gaze, 
And feel enliven'd by his cheering rays; 
But who shall picture the calm, lively joy. 
Pure and unmix'd with this world's base alloy. 
Felt by those hearts enlighten 'd from above. 
Made dwelling places for the Heavenly Dove; 
When Christ removes the darkness of the mind. 
And heals the souls, who erst to truth were blind; 
And then sheds on them his enlivening beams 
As Sun of Righteousness, whose healing streams 
A glorious li^hty and vigorous life impart, 
And dissipate the darkness of the heart. 
As Bartimseus was as well dispos'd 
After his eyes, which erst were darkly clos'd. 
The Lord had open'd as before his cure 
He persevered in fervent, earnest prayer ; 
Since he a follower of the Lord became. 
And glorified his Saviour's holy Name ; 
So when we find heart blindness quite remov'd. 
And that dark m by us is no more lov'd, 



S3 

ON THE HOLY Q0SPEL8. 

We shall with joy the Saviour's footsteps trace. 

And by the aid of His supernal grace 

Follow His holy life; and shall ascend 

In heart and mind, to where our spirits tend. 

To glorify his Name we shall not fail. 

If in our hearts the Gospel light prevail ; 

Not only with our lips the Saviour praise. 

But in our lives our grateful tribute raise; 

Beflections of His radiance manifest, 

Which has illumined our benighted breast; 

Brighter and still more bright shall daily shine, 

Till we attain beatitude divine; 

And all obscurity quite cleared away. 

Shall dwell for aye in realms of perfect day. 



THE HYMN. 

I. 

When blindness her dark mantle throws 

0*er the corporeal eyes; 
The hardest heart some pity knows, 

The feeling bosom sighs. 

II. 

But when upon the mental sight 
Heart-blindness casts her pall; 

For one thus void of Heavenly light 
Our saddest tears should &1I. 
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III. 

Mj soul prefer thy earnest prayer 
To thy Hedeemer's throne; 

And he will faded sight repair. 
And make his brightness known. 

IV. 

Then shall a joy more keen be thine, 

Than Bartimaeus knew; 
And onwards led by light divine 

Thou shalt Christ's steps pursue. 



Brighter and still more bright shall be 
Thy path, whilst here below; 

Thou shalt thy God in glory see, 
Unclouded vision know. 



ASH WEDNESDAY. 

When ye fast, be not as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance ; for 
they disfigure their faces that they may appear unto men to &st. Ye* 
rily I say nnto you. They have iheir reward. St. Matthew, vi 16. 

That mourner's downcast look and bearing trace. 
His visage sad and his disfigur'd £iC6; 
His head a stranger to anointing oil. 
And to the bath to wash away the soil : 
Should ye from his appearance judgment make, 
Him for a penitent ye might mistake; 
Whose outwaid acts express the contrite imart 
Ezuting in a meek and hnmble heart : 



■\ 
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Know ye, however, that his squalid weeds, 

His fasting, and his penitential deeds; 

Are all performed to gain the praise of men, 

Or to hide wickedness from humau ken. 

But by vain-glory be not ye decoy 'd, 

And base hypocrisy with care avoid; 

And do all outward acts of piety. 

As though seen only by your Maker's eye. 

How vain the glory of the world's applause ; 

How often given without proper cause; 

And as capriciously remov'd away. 

When it's fond votary has had his day: 

Will ye for this forego your Maker's praise? 

On such a bauble will ye fbndly gaze. 

And for it's sake the Lord's approval lose, 

For which alone ye should such actions choose? 

The fickle fannings of the summer breeze. 

Which rustles the thick leaves of forest trees, 

And does the surface of the glassy breast 

Of the smooth lake with rippling waves molest, 

Is not more variable than is the voice 

Of praise, which springs from this world's fickle choice. 

From those, who with Hosannas rent the air 

What time the Lord to Salem did repair 

As Sion's King, before that week was clos'd, 

Let him he crticijied as loudly rose. 

The fragile bark the sport of every gale, 

Bereft of helm, and destitute of sail. 

Is not more at the mercy of the waves. 

And of the wind, when stormy Boreas raves ; 

Than is the multitude's unstable mind 

Tost to and fro by every rumour's wind ; 

Heaping to-day stem censure on the name 

Which yesterday it prais'd, and gave to fimie. 
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E'en from the praises of t?te best of men. 

We can no benefit or good obtain, 

If we are wanting in God's faultless scales; 

And our devotion in His Jtid^ment feils. 

Though multitudes both great and small were found 

To make the air with acclamations sound 

At the Olympic games ; yet wrestlers paid 

No deference to their shouts, and gave no heed ; 

But to the umpires seated at the goal 

Sought to commend themselves with all their soul ; 

Well knowing that none could obtain the prize. 

Who were not conquerors in the Judges' eyes. 

Thus should we ever keep in stedfast view 

Our God*s approval in each act we do; 

Whether we fast, forgive, give alms, confess, 

Or to the throne of grace our prayers address. 

Hence let devotion's every act be done 

For the approval of our God alone : 

His fevour gain'd, how vain is human blame! 

His favour lost, how useless earthly &me ! 

As fellow prisoners' suffi-ages are vain. 

When from the Judge men no acquittal gain ; 

So vain it is that men shotdd praise our deeds, 

When God our judge to sentence us proceeds. 

Do oiir religious acts proceed from love 

XJnfeign'd to God? Do we love Him above 

All else besides; and in the heart and mind 

Is the first place by us to Him assign'd? 

True holiness and virtue do we prize? 

From love of them do our devotions rise ? 

Do aspirations after hearts more pure 

Acceptance for our pious acts secure? 

Is there within us real and ardent glow 

More inward sanctity of heart to know? 
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Do we sincerely mourn and grieve for sin, • 

Long by God's grace the victory to win 

O'er each rebellious deed, and word, and thought, 

Not yet to Christ's most blest obedience brought? 

Are we so humble in our own esteem, 

As, like the publican, ourselves to deem 

Unworthy of our Saviour's pardoning grace, 

Nor dare to Heaven to elevate the face? 

Though by the burden of our sins opprest. 

Do we hj faith secure His promis'd rest? 

Are all our outward acts of penance done 

From trtist in the Redeemer's blood alone 

To cleanse our stains and wash our guilt away, 

And bring us to the joys of endless day? 

Do we lament with penitential tears 

Not merely sin's results and guilty fears; 

But also sin itself f and do we grieve 

For guilt, which caus'd the Holy Ghost our souls to leave f 

Do we the various means of grace employ 

As instruments to gain increase of joy. 

Still higher steps in goodness to secure, 

To purify ourselves as He is pure; 

To grow in God's good spirit more and more. 

And upwards in our hearts and minds to soar? 

If all our acts of piety proceed 

From inward wish to please in will and deed 

Our gracious God; not outward acts alone 

(And only such by hypocrites are known) 

Shall we perform; but then our mental eyes 

Closet devotion too will highly prize. 

Th^e, when no human witnesses are near, 

And God alone our earnest prayers can hear; 

Our inmost hearts to him we shall outpour, 

Our God invoke, and fervently implore; 
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Shall then lament in secret and bewail. 

That we in thought, and word, and deed should fail ; 

Shall seek forgiveness for each Allure past. 

Strength to endure temptations fiery blast, 

Mercy to wash all former stains away, 

And grace henceforth more strictly to obey. 

There, will be often heard the gracious voice 

Bidding the penitent in heart rejoice, 

Because his sins are pardoned and forgiven, 

And he has hope of entering into Heaven : 

There, oft the Saviour will himself reveal. 

And cause the contrite heart with joy to feel 

His presence; and to him speak words of peace, 

Whose tears of penitence refuse to cease: 

There often contrite spirits soar above 

The world, and to its joys and grief superior prove : 

There, foresight of Heaven's glories oft they gain, 

And some sweet foretastes of it's bliss obtain ; 

Into the regions of all pureness soar. 

And with the eye of faith its joys explore : 

With eagle eye to Light their vision bear, 

Gaze on his beams, and breathe a purer air. 




THE HYMN. 

I. 

His squalid countenance is vain. 
Whose heart b still impure; 

All who impenitent remain. 
No praise from God secure. 
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II. 

Vain-glory and hypocrisy 

Are oft the motives base; 
Which actuate the downcast eye, 

And the disfigured face. 

III. 

Such may the praise of men receive, 

Be lauded to the skies; 
But God to them will always leave 

The recompense of lies. 

IV. 

My soul unto thy God alone 

Thyself seek to approve ; 
Then though the world on thee may frown, 

Thou shalt possess His love. 



Not only publicly confess, 

But oft in secret too; 
Pour out to Him thy heart's distress. 

Thy grief for sin renew. 

VI. 

Then oft will He thy pardon give, 

Foresight of bliss bestow ; 
In His own presence thou shalt live. 

Heaven's antepast shalt know. 



% 
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THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT. 

Then was Jesus led^ up of the Spirit into the wilderness, to be 
tempted of the devil. St Matthew, iv, 1. 

As the temptations which the Lord sustain'd, 

Include each wile by which the day is gain'd 

O'er human hearts; and as life's every stage, 

Or youth y or manhood, or declining age. 

Has no temptations which may not be class'd 

With one of those through which the Saviour passed ; 

The devil had no further arts to try. 

And hence did from Our Saviour's presence fly ; 

To the great contest to return again 

Amidst Gethsemane's heart writhing pain; 

There to receive decisive, last defeat. 

And with his overthrow from Jesus meet. 

He^r the Bedeemer Satan's malice quell. 

And triumph o'er the artifice of hell, 

By simple reference to the word of God, 

By which the wily tempter he withstood. 

Hence we the nature of our trials learn, 

And our temptations in this world discern : 

Youth, ever on the appetites intent, 

And on enjoyment of the senses bent ; 

Is tempted by the lure of sensual joys, 

And snar'd with ease in some of those decoys, 

"Which Pleasure spreads before all youthful eyes. 

And with her blandishing allurements tries 

To draw the inexperienced from the path 

Of innocence, regardless of God's wrath ; 

And to seduce them from the narrow road, 

Which leads to the great cit^ of our God. 
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Manhood unto vain-glory is more fain, 

Anxious distinction's fading wreath to gain; 

Is tempted by the world's seductive call, 

Before Ambition's haughty shrine to fall; 

And sacrifice each stedfast hope of Heaven, 

Which only is to lowly Christians given, 

For the uncertain breath of worldly Fame, 

And for the fickle multitude's good^ame: 

And wither'd age, though caring 'not for joys. 

Which all the ardour of the youth employs ; 

And equally regardless of the voice 

Of Fame, in which ambitious minds rejoice ; 

Is yet much tempted by the gUttering gold. 

Which, when the step is weak, and blood is cold. 

Will often draw away the aged heart, 

And lure it from the ever-during part: 

Thus many for the love of lucre lose 

The wealth of Heaven : base avarice subdues 

Their minds: for gold they willingly forego 

The treasures, which can ne'er corruption know: 

The means of victory let us survey. 

Provide ourselves with armour for the fray; 

Be ever studious of God's Holy Word, 

And foil temptation with that mighty sword: 

The word of God in our momentous strife 

Aflfords us weapons for each time of life ; 

Hence, let all persons search the sacred page, 

Lest at a disadvantage they engage; 

And their good hopes of Heav'n temptations mar, 

Because they are not ready for the war. 

The young especially shoidd lay in store 

Of Scripture armour, and with zeal explore 

The sacred page, and from it truly learn 

Temptation's edge with ready skill to turn. 

H 2 
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No sooner had the tempter gone away, 

Overcome where he had sought the victory; 

Than holy angels from the highest sky, 

With joy and readiness to Him drew nigh ; 

And ministered to our adored Lord, 

Who had just vanquish'd Satan by His Word. 

Thus holy angels (may we not believe?) 

Often with joy " their silver bowers leave'' 

And " flitting skies with golden pinions cleave" 

To minister to those, who victors rise 

Above temptation and the tempter's lies; 

Superior prove by aid of grace divine 

0*er those, who to destroy their souls combine; 

And strengthened by the Holy Spirit's might, 

Eesist, and put their ghostly foe to flight. 

Angels keep watch with an especial care 

(May we not think?) over each new made heir 

Of paradise — whose tender, youthful brow, 

Holy, baptismal waters lav'd but now; 

Watch anxiously his struggle with each sin. 

When old enough the contest to begin; 

And feel a pure, unfeign'd exceeding joy. 

When he may grace bestow' d with zeal employ 

To vanquish sin, the world, and powers of hell, 

And each temptation manftilly may queU. 

The youthftd christian beautiful appears, 

Who his baptismal robe unspotted wears ; 

Who has not yet transgress'd pure virtue's bound. 

Nor to his conscience giv'n a deadly wound; 

Whose garments yet of spotless white remain 

Unplung'd in this base world's polluted stain; ^ 

Who still unsullied modesty can claim, 

In whom is yet "unquench'd ingenuous shame." 



\ 
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Such youths in purity and virtue shine 

With a resplendency serene, divine; 

Are view'd with awe, e'en by the profligate, 

Who fear the bloom of innocence they hate : 

Whom all good men as well as angels view 

With anxious hope that they temptation may subdue. 

Strive then, young Christians, with great care to keep 

Your garments white : your tempters will not sleep : 

Hence look unto your steps with holy zeal. 

Lest an unguarded hour deface the seal 

Impressed by God the Spirit on your brows^ 

And you should prove untrue to your baptismal vows. 

'Tis not the knowledge of God's word alone. 

Which will with victory the tempted crown; 

For many sin against superior light. 

And knowing better, yield them in the fight: 

Hence let us seek to have our feeble hearts 

Established in the grace which God imparts ; 

That we, when winds of hot temptation blow. 

May "know what's right, and practice what we know" 



THE HYMN. 

I. 

The three temptations Christ sustain'd 

Include the various artful wiles, 

By which o'er men the day is gain'd, 

And Satan human souls beguiles. 

H3 



104 

rOEMS AND IIYMNS 



II. 

By appetite he tempts the young, 
With proud Ambition manhood snares ; 
And wither'd age is often stung 
By avarice and worldly cares. 

III. 

As Jesus the temptations bore 
Peculiar to each time of life ; 
He can the tempted 's woes explore, 
And aid them in their arduous strife. 

IV. 

As Jesus our chief foe repell'd 
By reference to the written word; 
So can his wiles by us be quelFd 
Only by that all powerful sword. 

V. 

Hence Christians of whatever age, 
Should to that armoury apply; 
That when with Satan they edgage, 
He may with speed before them fly. 

VI. 

As on the victor angels tend, 
So do they minister to those; 
Who ne'er a willing audience lend. 
When tempted by their ghostly foes. 



% 
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THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT. 

Then Jesus answered and said unto her, woman, great is thy faith : 
be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole 
from that very hour. St, Matthew, xv, 28, 

From Tyre and Sidon's deep and rocky shores 
A sorrowing mother from the Saviour seeks 
Health for her daughter; and His aid implores, 
Who came alike to save both Jews and Greeks. 



The Tyrians were of Canaan's ancient race, 
And hence from Jews received both hate and grief; 
But Jesus' mercy knows nor time nor place, 
Unlimited but by man's unbelief. 



Her's was a case of sad and deep distress, 
Her vexed daughter a demoniac lay; 
And hence could not her own sad grief express, 
Nor for the Saviour's healing mercy pray. 



Then blame not a fond mother's ardent jgrief. 
Nor chide her loud, importunate request; 
Rightly she sues for pity and relief, 
To Him who saves th' afflicted and distress'd 



Mark well her words — Have mercy Lord on mCy 
As if to show her child's unconsciousness : 
Observe she dares not say Lord come and see. 
But only prays for help in lowliness. 
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How different that nobleman's request, 

Who said, Sir^ come down ere my child shall die^ 

He with his own importance was imprest. 

She with her meanness and her poverty. 



Some ills there are so full of heatvy woe, 
That but to tell is to secure reUef, 
From whom the tears of sympathy ere flow. 
And who compassionate distressing grief. 



And such a case was hers, who now besought 
The help of Him, whom all besought for good ; 
And deep compassion must her tale have wrought, 
In hearts of all, who round about her stood. 



How deeply then must Jffe have pity felt. 

In whom man's sorrows deep compassion mov'd. 

And who the bhss of Heavenly glory left 

To save our race, which He in mercy lov'd. 



Why then in silence did the Saviour hear, 
As if unmov'd, this woman's sad complaint ? 
It was to teach that persevering prayer ^ 
Humility^ strong faith^ are excellent. 



Though chiefly to the Jews the Saviour preach'd, 
Yet did he sometimes try and recompence 
The faith of those, whom the glad tidings reach'd, 
Though not of Abrsiham's mheritance. 
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Such was that good centurion, who said 
I am not worthy that thou shouldest come 
Under my roof: And yet of him we read 
In Israel aitch faith I have not found. 



Since the disciples intercessions fail, 
Does the poor woman give up in despair; 
Concluding it no further of avail 
To persevere in her most earnest prayer? 



The prayer of faith is not repelled so soon, 
Or driven from it's only hope of aid ; 
For then she sought more earnestly the boon, 
And worshipping. Lord ^ice me succour said. 



What contrast does her ardent faith supply 
To the cold piety of modem men ! 
How few with steady perseverance cry. 
And soon desist unless they quickly gain! 



Her faith and patience now are manifest, 
She David's son and David's Lord declares : 
By worshipping her creed is now confest. 
What further hindrance to her earnest prayers? 



Although her faith and patience hence appear'd, 
Her deep humility must yet be tried: 
It is not meet to take the children's Wead 
And east to dogs : the Lotd to her replied. 
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Truth, Lord, she said, j/et dog^ are wont to eat 
The crumbs which X^om their Master^ s table fall; 
The searching trial dow is quite complete, 
Faith — patience — meekness — Lo she has them all. 



O woman, said the Lord, thy faith is great. 
And as thou wilt, so he it done to thee; 
And from that hour her daughter's sad estate 
Pass'd by; and with it her deep malady. 



Thus oft the Lord delays to answer prayer. 
And our oppressive troubles to remove, 
To exercise our patient strength to bear. 
And manifest our faith in God above. 



Thus saints to others are examples made. 
When they the burden and the heat sustain; 
On God in long continued woes are stay'd, 
Nor of their sorrows murmur and complain. 



No sight more glorious on the earth below, 
Than that of those unmov'd by storms of fete ; 
Who, when the winds of trouble fiercest blow, 
With patience for the Lord's deliverance wait. 



Their faith shall their Bedeemer's praise receive. 
When He shall come to judge the quick and dead; 
Honour and glory to their names shall cleave, 
And they shall be to his blest kingdom led. 



"V 
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THE HYMN. 



As this poor woman plac'd her faith 
In Christ Our Saviour and Our God ; 

So let us trust His stedfast truth, 
E'en when tie chastens with His rod. 

II. 

From her learn how to persevere 
In fervent and effectual prayer; 

E'en when the Lord delays to hear, 
And seems of us to take no care. 

HI. 

Her patience ever imitate. 

E'en when the Lord the boon denies; 
Upon thy God and Saviour wait, 

And He to help thee will arise. 

IV. 

My soul, thyself the humblest deem. 

Her deep humility pursue; 
Content that others should esteem 

The lowest place to be thy due. 



Thus will the Lord exalt thy name, 
And thy most lowly acts rehearse; 

And thee for His true child will claim. 
Before th' assembled universe. 
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THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT. 

And He was casting out a devil, and it was dumb. And it came to 
pass, when the devil was gone out, the dumb spake ; and the people 
wondered. St. Luke, xi. 14. 

How could be hear the Gospel's joyful sound, 
Whose ears Satanic malice fast had bound ? 
How could be see the Saviour's deeds of might, 
Whose eyes the demon had deprived of sight ? 
And how could he his faith in Christ confess. 
Whose tongue lay mute in silent speechlessness ? 
Since every avenue by fraud was shut, 
Through which to his sad soul the glorious light 
Of truth might enter in — how blest the hour, 
When Jesus freed him from the demon's pow'r ! 
Not only does the devil dwell but rule. 
In every sinful, unrenewed soul : 
For he to whom ye yield you to obey, 
Is guide and ruler of your every way. 
If then. from Satan's chains we would be free, 
We must from sin, as from a serpent, flee: 
Nor let us think the victory to win 
By our own strength o'er each besetting sin: 
None but the Lord foul spirits can expel 
From souls, where demon iniquities dwell. 
Let us then seek in fervent, earnest prayer, 
That God our supplicating voice may hear ; 
And cleanse our souls from every secret stain 
And grant the comfort of his help again ; 
And keep us back from each presumptuous sin. 
That we the day o'er spirits foul may win. 
To pray, to praise, confess, and truth profess. 
Is due from those, who gift of speech possess : 
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Although much talk on earthly things abound, 

Few thus to speak can anywhere be found ; 

And though on worldly themes words freely flow, 

Yet the dumb demon reigns in high and low, 

When of their heart's abundance they should tell 

His praises, who redeemed our souls from Hell; 

And should to Him of their transgressions speak, 

Who pardons all the humble and the meek. 

A reasonable soul to man alone, 

Of all in this world, was th*Almighty's boon ; 

And man alone has vocal pow'r to raise 

The grateful tribute of His Maker's praise. 

Hence when the demon dumb does ever close 

Man's lips, from which God's praises erst arose, 

He takes away the glory which is due 

To Him, whose mercies are for ever new. 

Open our hps, Lord, should be our prayer, 

And then our mouths thy praises shall declare. 

As silence was no natural defect 

In him, from whom our Saviour did eject 

The spirit foul— for when the devil fled 

The dumb man spake, and people marvelled — 

So those, who silently God's mercies scan. 

Expend a life unnatural to man; 

Who in a state of innocence did raise 

The grateful tribute of a joyful praise ; 

And for God's blessings new at night and mom, 

Did hearty thanks unceasingly return: 

But all, who live in unrepented sin. 

However eloquent on worldly gam. 

On Heavenly themes are always dumb and still. 

Mute as the grave, when they their mouths should fill 

With thanks expressive of their joy and love 

For coimtless mercies sent down from above. 
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Whenever such their sullen silence break, 
They constantly unthankful murmurs speak; 
But \*hen for them deliverance is found 
From sin, which as a devil dumb had bound 
Their tongues in silence base; then they confess 
Their own defects, faults, and un worthiness ; 
No longer of their poverty complain. 
But gratitude, e'en in the fires retain ; 
And ever deem the hardest earthly lot. 
Beyond what their deservings might expect. 



■^ 



THE HYMNo 

1. 

Wb with the multitude will sing 

The praise of Jesus' name ; 
Who to the dumb His help did bring. 

And to his rescue came. 

II. 

The spirit foul no sooner fled, 

Cast out by might divine ; 
Than speech immediately retum'd 

And the dumb man spake plain. 

III. 

Lord, we are dumb on Heavenly themes , 
Till thou our tongues shalt free; 

And loose our souls from Satan's chain 
And draw us unto thee. 
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IV. 

Then shall we thy great deeds declare , 

And loud Hosannas raise: 
Then shall we to thy courts repair, 

To celebrate thy praise. 



THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT. 

Then those men, when they had seen the miracle that Jesus did» 
said, This is of a truth that prophet that should come into the world. 
St. John, vi, 14. 

The multitudes, overcome by hunger's pain, 

Now look around for needful food in vain; 

Nought they discern but mountains bleak and bare. 

And barren plains, which yield no kind of fare. 

Far off from villages and peopled towns, 

Fell want upon the crowds now darkly frowns; 

Nor less unfavourable the time than place. 

Since Sol had nearly run his daily race: 

To go and buy the time is too far spent. 

And they with thirst are parched — ^from hunger fidnt. 

Learn hence that in man's great extremity, 

God will his urgent need and wants supply; 

And take the opportunity to give 

Relief, when quite in vain we seem to strive : 

Hence let us ever dire despair withstand, 

And trust God where we cannot trace His hand. 

Did our Redeemer's and th' Apostles' board 

But barley loaves and little fish afford? 
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Hence let us ever humble food esteem 

As best for man, and pamper 'd dainties deem 

Unfit for those, whose souls sincerely love 

The food immortal, sent down from above. 

Imagine now this interesting scene, 

Five thousand seated on the vernal green; 

And then behold the Lord of life arise 

To work this miracle before their eyes. 

No other covering for their heads they knew, 

Than Heav'ns bright, azure canopy of blue : 

When in tlft midst the Saviour Blest appears. 

And standing up His form majestic rears. 

Each eye on Him with earnestness would gaze, 

And watch his actions with a deep amaze. 

Behold Him now on high upraise his eyes. 

And now direct them upward to the skies : 

Well might He do so, since it was His home. 

And he to save us left that shining dome; 

And thither he was shortly to return. 

And this base world's polluted plains to spurn; 

When having died to take away man's sin, 

And ris'n again, He did the vict'ry win. 

Hence let us learn above the world to soar, 

And fix our hopes on that immortal shore; 

Where saints are fill'd with a supernal joy, 

And evermore their tongues in praise employ. 

The "giving thanks" to all of us affords 

Example to employ thanksgiving words 

To God, who gives us richly to partake 

Of food our hunger, drink our thirst to slake. 

At every meal let us with grateful hearts 

Implore His blessing, who to all imparts 

Their necessary food and sustenance. 

And does to all due nourishment dispense. 
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The distribution of the loaves was made 

By the Apostles, that none might evade 

This noted miracle's reality, 

Or it's undoubted evidence deny. 

It also did aflford an emblem just 

That Bread of life the Saviour would intrust 

Unto Apostles and Evangehsts, 

That they might break it to the numerous lists 

Among all nations, who should Christ receive, 

Serve him with fear and in His Name believe. 

Learn hence the Bread of Life with zeal to prize, 

And let it be most precious in our eyes ; 

Since to ourselves it even now is giv'n 

Our souls to strengthen in the way to Heav'n. 

First by Apostles in the written word 

It still is broken, still does strength afford; 

Next by Christ's Ministers, who now dispense 

His holy word and Blessed Sacraments. 

Learn too no bounties of the Lord to waste, 

And of earth's fruits in moderation taste : 

Collect the fragments which remain with care 

And let the poor in thy abundance share; 

Be frugal and shew strict economy, 

So may'st thou give to those in poverty. 

Observe the people thus profusely fed 

The praises of the Saviour magnified : 

Whilst yet their hearts are warm with gratitude. 

Because their craving hunger is subdued; 

Jesus to be Messiah they proclaim. 

And celebrate His never-ending fame. 

Which in all ages still remains the same. 

Hear them acknowledge Him at once to be 

The Prophet, whom all nations long'd to see; 



116 

POEMS AND HYMNS 

And whose blest advent was to them foretold 
By sages wise, and holy men of old ; 
Let us with diligence avoid the sin 
Of thinking that God's favour we can win 
By showing zeal for His religion 
From worldly motives : when good deeds are done 
Because religion to our interest tends, 
And slighting it our patrons here offends; 
We shall in this world have our just reward, 
And with the hypocrites hear that dread word, 
Depart ye cursed to that burning dome 
Prepared for Satan's and his angels' home. 
How easily men may their souls deceive, 
When pelf and honour they can here receive 
By active zeal in the Redeemer's cause, 
And advocating His most righteous laws; 
'Tis when the cross to worldlings gives offence^ 
And persecution is the recompense 
Of holy zeal, that such will fall away, 
And good men only by the Saviour stay. 



THE HYMN. 



I. 



As the Redeemer rais'd His eyes 
Up to the shining realms above; 
So may our hopes be in the skiea, 
Our hearts celestial pleasures love. 
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II. 

May we our grateful tribute raise 
For daily food which God bestows ; 
And give to Him unceasing praise, 
From whom our every blessing flows. 

III. 

Still let us tune our noblest song 
For hread of life in mercy giv'n 
To feed us till we join the throng 
Of saints and seraphims in Heaven. 

IV. 

My soul, feed thou upon the word 
In holy Scripture's page divine, 
Frequent the table of the Lord, 
And make that blest communion thine. 

V. 

Thus shalt thou strength increasing gain 
Throughout thy pilgrimage below; 
And at the last through Christ attain 
The glories which no end shall know. 



THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT. 

He that is of God heareth God's words ; ye therefore hear them not 
because ye are not of God. St. John, riii. 47. 

The language of our Lord here seems to be 

That of reproof of Jews hypocrisy : 

12 
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Ye live in disobedience to God's word, 

And boast yourselves the children of the Lord ; 

But ye in this .opinion greatly err, 

** Of God" are none who sinful deeds prefer : 

'Tis true that ye [the sons] of God became, 

When ye received your circumcision name ; 

And of the covenant did then partake, 

Which God with faithful Abraham did make : 

But know that none continue sons of God, 

Who will not bow to His unerring rod ; 

Nor will their covenanted vows fulfil. 

But turn aside to practise deeds of ill. 

Such for His children God will never own. 

And does their sonship utterly disown ; 

Though they may boast themselves of Abraham's seed, 

Yet he to their proud boastings gives no heed. 

He only the true child of God remains. 

Who ever reverence for His word retains ; 

And by a test unerring ye may know, 

That ye have fall'n immeasurably low; 

For as the words of God ye will not hear, 

Ye prove yourselves devoid of children's fear. 

If by " of God" we understand God's friend^ 

The words the same significance intend ; 

For none, like Enoch, can with God e'er walk. 

Who do not make His word their daily talk. 

If by ** of God" God's follower is meant. 

In holy, true, beneficent intent ; 

Then all who God's pure words neglect to hear, 

Cannot among his followers appear : 

Nay such do clearly prove by that neglect, 

That for God's word they have no true respect; 

But are the followers of Satan's will. 

And eagerly his evil works fulfil. 
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The Jews are not the only ones, who fall 

From the high glories of adoption's call ; 

All those bad Christians, who by sin efface 

The holy dew of their baptismal grace ; 

And by unhallow'd passions' sinful joy 

The early bloom of innocence destroy ; 

Forfeit all claim unto the children's home. 

And Sons of Satan by their deeds become. 

However high our calling then may be, 

If we from deeds unholy are not free ; 

Our privileges past will not avail, 

But vengeance on our guilty souls entail : 

If then we hear with cold, reluctant ears, 

The words of God ; it clearly thence appears, 

That we no longer God's dear children are. 

And if we turn not shall most surely share 

The torments of the lost in lowest hell. 

To which bad angels by transgression fell. 

They cannot be [the friends] " of God" the Lord, 

Who give no credence to his holy word ; 

And far from hearing it with great delight. 

Treat it with cold indifference and slight. 

Such to be friends of God can ne'er aspire. 

Nor glow with ardour of celestial fire. 

If now we listen with reluctant ears 

To the great truths, which God to us declares ; 

And think the time a weary, tedious hour, 

When in our ears His words blest accents pour; 

Then we no friendship with our God can claim, 

Nor be^his followers other than in name. 

All who are [followers] " of God" sincere. 

Will seek with earnest, reverential fear; 

By every means to know more of his will, 

That they more strictly may that will fulfil. 
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Such hear God's word with an exceeding joy, 

And count the time so spent a blest employ : 

Such to obey the precept never cease, 

" Acquaint thyself with him and be at peace." 

Those " not of God" undoubtedly distaste 

His holy word, and from its hearing haste; 

Nor only so, but like these Jews, they hate 

All who with truth the Lord's commandments state, 

And will, like them, calumniously revile 

All, who will not with flattery beguile; 

And, sooner than unwelcome truth receive, 

Will faithful preachers by their malice grieve. 

Hatred to truth is not to Jews confin'd, 

In every land we may such persons find, 

Who on their outward blessings will presume, 

And to be " sons of God" themselves assume ; 

Because admitted outwardly to share, 

In the mix'd fellowship of Christians here. 

Such if they hear a faithful man dispute 

Their claim to be God's sons from mere repute ; 

Whilst they ne'er of His holy precepts talk. 

Nor by the light of his commandments walk; 

Will like the Jews their strict reprover hate. 

And oft injuriously calumniate. 

Such will describe as false his just reproof. 

And black'ning his fair fame will keep aloof 

From all converse with their reprover good, 

Who on God's side a host corrupt withstood. 
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THE HYMN. 

I. 

He that is [the child J " of God" 

Doth to God's word give ear; 
And rul'd by His Almighty rod, 

Serves him with Godly fear. 

II. 

He that is [the friend] " of God" 

Walks with His Maker here: • 

As Enoch walk'd before the flood, 
With conscience pure and clear 

III. 

[The imitator] too "of God'* 

Is holy, good, and true; 
And treads the way which saints have trod 

With Heavenly bliss in view. 

IV. 

No imitator, child, or friend, 

Is he of God above ; 
Who to God's word no ear will lend. 

Nor his commandments love. 



•J 
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THE SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE EASTER. 

Then Judas, which had betrayed Ilim, when he saw that He was 
condemned, repented himself, and brought again the thirty pieces of 
silver to the chief priests and elders, saying, I have sinned in that I 
have betrayed the Innocent blood. St. Matthew, xxvii. 3, 4. 

The case of Judas speaks a warning voice, 

And with much trembling bids us all rejoice; 

For if he fail'd repentance to attain 

Who griev'd^ confessed, restored his guilty gain, 

And who to clear the innocent was fain ; 

Much leas shall those God's pardoning grace receive. 

Who grieve not, nor confess, but closely cleave 

To the base wages, which their sin had earn'd. 

By whom acknowledgement of guilt is spurn'd 

And who will neither restitution make. 

Nor to themselves just shame for sin will take. 

How many who profess the Christian name, 

Who think to penitence they have a claim 

Most valid — yet do not approach so near 

To true repentance and to contrite fear 

As Judas; and must therefore come at last 

To the same place, when their brief life is past. 

Learn to beware of every wilful sin, 

Which unresisted settles deep within 

The inmost heart; and which by former thought 

Is with deliberation basely wrought. 

Herein a contrast Judas' case supplies 

Unto St. Peter's ; and before our eyes 

Pictures the diflference between the man, 

Who does deliberately evil plan; 

Premeditate a base and heinous crime, 

And to commit it seeks convenient time; 
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And one who falls in an unguarded hour, 

Because good resolutions fail in pow*r ; 

And who would fain avoid each evil deed, 

But finds the trying hour his strength exceed. 

The danger of each wilful sin discern, 

From fate of Judas, and it's evil learn. 

While plotting it, sin made the traitor's mind 

To it's enormity completely bUnd; 

No such result he seem'd to apprehend, 

As that by it the Lord would be condemn'd: 

But when its perpetration was complete. 

See it with black despair the traitor greet; 

Forbid him any hope to entertain. 

And tell him he could no forgiveness gain. 

Thus Satan ever puts before our eyes 

The Sin before commission in good guise ; 

Displays in a seductive, tempting light, 

The joys of earth unto frail mortals' sight ; 

And draws them on to think no harm will grow. 

And that from it pleasure alone will flow. 

But when sin's punishment has been deserv'd 

And men from paths of rectitude have swerv'd ; 

He will the picture to their view reverse. 

Urge them in bitterness of soul to curse; 

And Sin's deformity to them display 

To lead them to despair of mercy's pardoning ray. 

After a sin done with a fore-intent, 

'Tis not impossible men should repent, 

But that it is improbable appears 

Because all wilful sin most strongly bears 

The marks of a sear'd conscience and hard heart, 

Of grace resisted, of no contrite smart. 

As from the traitor grace was then withdrawn 

When from the sacrament he just had gone ; 
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To which he dar'd most impiously to go, 

While wilfully designing to overthrow 

His Blessed Master; so all those who come 

In a like state to that blest feast will meet like doom. 

From such God will withdraw restraining grace. 

And such will then their ruin reach apace; 

Satan will make such souls his citadel, 

Will enter in, and there securely dwell; 

Will with all iniquity fill their breast, 

And will not give himself a moment's rest. 

Till not their body only he controls. 

But also brings destruction to their souls. 

Learn hence the love of money to avoid. 

And to keep down it's influence be employ'd : 

From love of money endless ills arise, 

And such results as fill men with surprise : 

Hence wars, heartburnings, and oppressions flow, 

It is the root from which all evils grow; 

The spring from which the deadly rivers stream 

Of envy, base contention, disesteem 

Of others' rights ; and what is more than this. 

It is on earth the great metropolis; 

In which each guilty passion finds a home. 

To which all greedy, selfish evils come ; 

And which a sink of all corrruption proves 

To him who in his heart base lucre loves. 

As men from a metropolis derive 

Those deadly vices which therein do thrive; 

And rustics learn at length to imitate 

The wrongs, which there find a congenial state. 

As fights, and avarice form there a band, 

Which issue forth, and devastate the land; 

So from that great metropolis of ill — 

The love of money— come the bands which kill ; 
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The greedy^ graspers^ haters of their kindy 

Who show no mercy ^ will no pity find 

For any but themselves — who waste their race, 

And all the image of their God efface ; 

Make gain and gain alone their only care, 

Regardless, who are driven to dispair 

For lack of blessings, which all men should share ; 

But of which they must myriads deprive. 

Who will not live and let another live. 

Though Judas had the privilege to hear 

His words, who spake as never man spake here ; 

To be with Him, who oft made earth His bed, 

Who had not where to lay His sacred head; 

And to be taught the sinfulness and crime 

Of love of lucre in a strain sublime ; 

Yet see the traitor all these gifts abuse, 

And to be better'd by them all refuse; 

And by a love of money led a slave, 

By suicide dig his own guilty grave. 

How then can we true freedom from it feel. 

Unless we pray^ reflect^ show earnest zeal? 

If he with greater privileges fell 

By greediness down to the lowest hell ; 

What greater care by us must be employed, 

If we his condemnation would avoid ; 

The love of money as a serpent shun. 

Ere our destruction is for aye begun. 
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THE HYMNo 

1. 

From Judas leam we to beware 

Of every wilful sin ; 
Lest we in his destruction share, 

And fail Heav'n's bliss to win. 

II. 

The Sacrament profan'd, the Lord 
Withdrew His Heavenly grace ; 

Hence those who meet around His board, 
Should give to sin no place. 

III. 

The love of money let us shun, 

It ruins many souls ; 
For money blackest crimes are done, 

Where avarice controls. 

IV. 

By love of gain did Judas fall, 
Though by the Saviour taught? 

Then we must pray^ rejlecty show zeal^ 
Would we to Heaven be brought. 

V. 

Did Christ warn Judas though he knew 
He would not heed the word ? 

Let preachers warn their people too, 
Although they seem unheard. 
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MONDAY BEFORE EASTER. 

And he taketh with Ilim Peter and James and John, and began to 
be sore amazed, and to be very heavy; and saith unto them, My aoul 
is exceeding sorrowful unto death. St Mark, xiv, 33, 34. 

What mental anguish wrung the Saviour's breast! 

What agony His spotless soul opprest ! 

When in the garden of Gethsemane, 

And for the sins of men about to die, 

He pour'd an earnest prayer and grieved heavily. 

By th' agony the Lord of Life endur'd, 

And by the gory sweat which from Him pour'd ; 

By satisfaction made for us to God, 

When on the cross he shed his precious blood; 

By resurrection and ascension too, 

And by the Holy Spirit's advent true ; 

The cause of fear from contrite breasts He drove, 

That they no further dread of woe might prove, 

Exhausted and dried up the dreadful spring 

Of apprehension, as to those who cling 

With stedfast faith and hope unto the Lord, 

And walk according to His holy word. 

Some of Christ's acts the very man made known, 

In others God incarnate brightly shone: 

Thus in His pains and death the man appears. 

Passion his true humanity declares; 

Whilst in His resurrection we discern 

The King of Glory, and His Godhead learn. 

The very man likewise stands forth confest, 

In that most earnest wish by Him exprest 

For an escape from death and dreadful woe, 

Which He was then about to undergo. 

To human nature pain and death are foes. 

And hence, as man, the Lord- would shun the woe» 
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Due to our sins ; were there another way, 

By which mankind might reach the realms of day : 

But since no other method could be found, 

By which God's grace to man might yet abound; 

He would not that great agony decline, 

His will became the same as the Divine; 

He cheerfully and freely volunteered 

To bear the cross ; and on the earth appeared 

A man of sorrows and opprest by grief. 

That penitents from sin might gain relief; 

Might dwell for aye in mansions of the skies. 

And to a life of endless bliss arise. 

Hence in our deepest agony and woe 

Another will than God's we must not know ; 

But must be ready to the dregs to drain . 

The bitter cup (however great the pain) 

Which God sees fit to put into our hands, 

And meek submission to His will commands. 

'Twas thus St. Paul was quite prepared to die 

For sake of Him, on whom our hopes rely ; 

And thus not e'en to death did martyrs love 

Their lives, when call'd to yield them from above. 

Let us this scene oft try to realise. 

And set Geths»3mane before our eyes ; 

Behold the perspiration's gory show'r 

Koll down His cheeks, and from His body pour; 

Eegard him lowly, prostrate on the ground 

In earnest prayer and agony profound; 

Hear Him His holy will for us resign, 

Nor at the sufferings of the cross repine. 

With such strong evidence of Jesus' love 

For me, and pity which those sufferings move ; 

How shall I dare in any way to grieve 

My Saviour, who did thus my loss retrieve? 
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Shall such ingratitude dwell in my heart 
To pierce my Sa>^our, and renew his smart; 
By giving licence to besetting sin, 
To gain the victory and to reign within ? 
Shall I e'er murmur, or shall I repine. 
When suflfering under righteous wrath divine; 
When perfect Innocence worse pangs endur'd, 
That pardon of my sins might be secur'd ? 
Shall I not seek His sympathy in pray'r. 
When wrung by anguish and opprest by fear; 
Since He is touched with feeling of my woes, 
And all I suffer from experience knows ? 
Whenever by afflictions prostrate laid 
Shall I not also supplicate His aid; 
Since He can both, as man, feel sympathy. 
And can, as God, all needful strength supply? 
Empow'rd by Him I shall unhurt remain, 
And heat and burden of the day sustain. 
Let us in all our woes prefer our prayer 
To God, and to the throne of grace repair ; 
Assur'd that no deep anguish shall prevail 
To crush our souls, or cause our faith to fail ; 
If we on Him alone for help depend, 
Obey his laws, and serve him to the end. 



THE HYMN. 

I. 

How can a contrite sinner view 
His Saviour's agony and pain ; 
And yet no evil thoughts subdue, 
Nor from besetting sins refrain? 
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II. 

Shall such ingratitude be ours " 
As to renew his sweat of gore, 
By yielding to infernal pow'rs, 
And by transgressions base and sore. 

III. 

Shall I at suffering ere repine, 
Or at affliction's pains rebel ; 
When He endur'd the wrath divine 
To save my guilty soul from Hell ? 

IV. 

Shall I not seek His sympathy^ 
When anguish wrings my anxious breast; 
Since He, as man, woe's cup drain'd dry, 
And hence can feel for those opprest ? 

V. 

Whene'er by trouble prostrate laid, 
Shall I not seek His help in prayer; 
Since He, as God, can give me aid, 
And can my ruin'd state repair? 



TUESDAY BEFORE EASTER. 

And the yell of the temple was rent in twain, from the top to the 
bottom. St, Mark, xv, 38. 

Far from the Temple's outer vestibule 
The holiest of all, with glory ftill, 
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Was skreen'd from worshippers' too curious gaze 
By a thick vail, which hid the brilliant rays 
Of God, the Lord's mysterious cloud, divine, 
Which there in bright effulgency did shine. 
This holiest place was in the Jew's esteem 
A type of Heav'n, whose rays with glory beam 
Unclouded on the saints within the vail; 
But which is shrouded from all mortals frail. 
Whilst they sojourn on earth, and dwell below. 
Surrounded by infirmities and woe. 
The sacred body of the Lamb of God, 
Who to redeem us shed His precious blood, 
Was by the vail most strongly typified. 
Whose flesh did Godhead's awful glory hide. 
This beatific vision none had gain'd. 
Nor to beatitude woidd have attain'd; 
But for the rending on the gory cross 
Of Jesus' body, to redeem our loss. 
As then the rending of the vail supplied 
Access into the hoHest; so Christ died 
To gain for us admission to Heav'ns joys, 
And to the happiness, which never cloys. 
As soon as Christ resign'd His sacred breath, 
And yielded up His spirit blest in death, 
The vail was rent, to shew that He procured 
Our bliss, by the strong pains which He endur'd; 
Purchas'd for all true penitents the pow'r 
Of entrance into life in that dread hour ; 
Obtain'd a free approach to endless joy 
For those, who rightly means of grace employ ; 
Bedeem'd unto a certain hope and sure 
All, who when tried, temptation's blasts endure; 
And by the expiation of His blood 
Open'd for us a new and living way to God. 

K 
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The way to life, which Jesus made, was nerCj 

When He sustain'd the pains most justly due 

To man's transgression, since by Adam's crime, 

Each avenue was clos'd to Heav'n sublime. 

As to each member of the human race ; 

Who could no pathway to Heav'ns glories trace, 

Until through Christ the faithful should regain 

The innocence they lost by Adam's stain : 

This path is also call'd a Iw'ing way. 

Because all those shall live in cloudless day, 

By whom the path with stedfast feet is trod, 

Open'dby Christ to the abode of God. 

In whom ^ justifying faith obtains, 

No hindrance to Heav'ns mansion now remains ; 

And all are welcome to the highest skies, 

Who to a life of holiness arise. 

Do any ask Do I that faith possess ? 

Let such impartially reply express 

Unto another question — Do you tread 

In Jesus' steps by His example led? 

Do you His footmarks evermore pursue 

In lowliness of heart, and meekness true ? 

Do you ne'er scorn with equal scorn return, 

And to bear contumely and hatred learn ? 

Do you sustain all woes with patient mind, 

Avoiding in affliction to repine ? 

Are you in trouble tranquil and serene, 

And is submission in your practice seen? 

Do you with patient trust your will resign 

Entirely to God's righteous will divine? 

Do you your Saviour's charity pursue, 

Which the worse usage never could subdue ; 

Since even for his murderers He pray'd. 

That to their charge His death might not be laid? 
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Do you unto His Holy Spirit bow, 

Submit to Him in all you think or do ? 

Order'd by His most holy governance 

Do you in goodness day by day advance? 

Do you His glory seek and not your own? 

In your vocation is your service shewn? 

Do you your Maker with thanksgiving serve, 

Nor wilfully from His commandment swerve? 

This if we do, we genuine proof afford 

Oi justifying faith in Christ, the Lord ; 

He will deliver us from that dread curse. 

And will that malediction quite reverse. 

Pronounced by God's most just and holy law, 

On all in whose obedience is the slightest flaw. 

Not on His left, but on His blest righthand. 

We shall with joy at His tribunal stand; 

As those who have through grace securely trod 

The road, which He has open'd to our God. 

Consideration of th' exceeding love. 

Which brought the Saviour from His realm above. 

And mov'd Him on the Cross for us to die. 

That he unnumbered blessings might supply; 

Especially that benefit extreme 

Of entrance into endless bliss supreme ; 

Ought every Christian man to stimulate 

All good to follow, and all bad to hate; 

To crucify the body whole of sin. 

And victory over every vice to win ; 

In holy conversation to excel, 

As those who hope in glorious joys to dwell; 

In Jesus' footsteps with great zeal to tread, 

And ever be by His blest guidance led; 

And keep with stedfast hearts the limng way, 

Which leads to the unfading realms of day. 

K2 
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The saints will often try to realize 

Their joys, who have arisen to the skies ; 

And with the eye of faith to pierce the vail, 

Which hides the glories, which for aye prevail 

Among the angels and the saints in light, 

From those, who still on earth their warfare fight. 

When to the faithfurs penetrating gaze. 

There are reveal'd some of Christ's glorious rays, 

Which shed their influence, henign, serene, 

On those remov'd from this terrestrial scene; 

WiU not the vision animate their breast 

To seek more earnestly the promis'd rest? 

Quicken the slow to press towards the prize 

Of that beatitude, which never dies, 

With greater zeal? and with a firmer mind. 

Forgetting things which have been left behind, 

Forward to reach with a more strenuous hand 

Towards the blessings of the Promis'd land ? 



THE HYMN. 



I. 



^ 



Thb holiest place the Jews esteem'd 
A type of Heavenly vision blest : 
It was by their forefathers deem'd 
An emblem of eternal rest. 



135 

ON THE HOLY GOSPELS. 
II. 

By a thick vail the holiest shrine 
Was hidden &om the common gaze ; 
Which could not hear the sight divine 
Of God's insufferable blaze. 

III. 

The sacred body of the Lord 
Was shadow'd by the mystic skreen; 
That hid from view th' eternal Word, 
This Glory's bright efiulgent sheen. 

IV. 

As when the vail was rent in twain 
Access was to the holiest made; 
So by the Saviour's death and pain 
To penitents was open laid 



A nen> and living way to bliss. 
Where joys unmix'd with anguish flow ; 
And where the Saints the happiness 
Of an unveiled vision know. 

VI. 

My soul keep thou this living way, 
The footsteps of thy Saviour tread 
In meeknesSf paHeneCf charity ^ 
And be by His good Spirit led. 
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WEDNESDAY BEFORE EASTER. 

And He took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto 
them, saying, this is my body which is given for you : this do in re- 
membrance of me. 

Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, this cup is the New 
Testament in my blood, which is shed for you. St. Luke, xxii, 19. 20. 

When Christ's last paschal supper was complete, 

Which with His followers He desir'd to eat; 

On the same night in which He was betray'd, 

The eve of that great day on which He paid 

The penalty to man's transgression due, 

Eedeem'd the lost, did hopes of life renew; 

He instituted holy mysteries 

For all, who should from death of sin arise, 

And seek through him to reach the highest skies. 

Why at that hour, and at no other time. 

Did He command that mystic rite, sublime? 

Thenceforth from the old rite to give release. 

To cause the fading type for aye to cease; 

To shew that shadows had quite pass'd away 

Before the Substance's effulgent ray ; 

And that a greater rescue was at hand. 

Than that of freedom from Egyptian band. 

As the old Passover the proof supplied. 

That Egypt's first-bom by God's judgments died, 

And that the Angel of the Lord forbore. 

Where'er the Paschal blood was on the door; 

So does the Christian rite full proof afford 

Of death and resurrection of the Lord : 

Its perpetuity the pledge supplies. 

That those who from the death of sin arise; 
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Will be preserv'd by Jesus' precious blood, 
Be pardon'd, and be reconciled to God. 
From Jesus' blessing on the bread we learn 
That we should thanks unfeign'd to God return ; 
Whene'er these mysteries we celebrate, 
And on the Lord in this His service wait. 
In this same action also we may find, 
That not with an averse, unwilling mind 
The Saviour His most grievous passion bore, 
And shed for us lost men His sacred gore. 
Hence likewise learn not only to submit 
With patience, when by sore afflictions smit ; 
But also with thanksgiving to sustain 
Whatever woes on us by God are lain. 
As ancient Jews were wont to specify 
Their special thanks at each solemnity 
For mercies, unto which the rite referr'd, 
Of which from their forefathers they had heard ; 
So early Christians special thanks exprest. 
Whene'er they kept this sacred service blest. 
For blessings of Kedemption through His blood. 
Shed on the cross to make our peace with God. 
The action of the breaking of the bread. 
By which celestial food His saints are fed, 
Shew'd forth His body broken on the cross 
To save our souls, and to redeem our loss. 
This action also shew'd the bounteous grace 
Of our Kedeemer, whose great love we trace 
In liberally inviting us to share 
In the Communion of such Heavenly fere ; 
To banquet with true fellowship Of heart S 
With fellow saints redeem'd by Jesus' smart; 
'And heirs with us of the same glorious land. 
Where saints triumphant in God's presence stand. 
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Surely all bitterness and wrath must cease, 

And mutual love prevail at such a feast. 

This action also teaches charity 

For all, who under sad privations lie; 

Urges all men with liberal hand to give, 

As freely as themselves from Christ receive; 

And to the needy of their goods impart, 

With cheerful mind, and with a feeling heart. 

He takes the cup, and puts it in their hands. 

And straightway Drink ye all of it commands ; 

Alleging as the reason that His blood 

Not only sanctioned the new pact with God ; 

But also was vicariously spilt 

To expiate the stains of human guilt: 

Not only federal, but piacular , 

Our peace to make, and gain our pardon at God's bar. 

In covenants confirmed by sacrifice 

They taught the parties the most fatal price 

Of an infringement when the victims bled, 

And blood of lambs was in profusion shed. 

The sacrificer pray'd that as that gore 

Distain'd the verdant sod, or sandy shore; 

So might their blood in like abundance flow. 

Who first should break the covenanted vow. 

Here Jesus does himself the victim term. 

From which the blood was taken to confirm 

The new or Gospel Covenant; and hence 

His blood attained vl federal consequence. 

It was piacular in nature too. 

Shed as a substitute for vengeance due 

To our transgressions and to human guilt, 

For whose remission Jesus' blood was spilt. 

The life was represented by the blood, 

And as the outward symbol always stood 
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Of the unseen existence, which when lost 

By sin, the forfeit could be paid at no less cost, 

Than at the price of his vicarious gore, 

Which must be shed th' offender to restore. 

As then the Paschal lamb's young blood was shed 

To save the firstborn from the silent dead ; 

So Jesus' blood was shed on Calvary 

The Faithful fix>m eternal death to &ee; 

Forgiveness for all penitents to gain, 

And true remission of their sins obtain. 

If when your earthly life in danger lay. 

And your existence was in jeopardy, 

A generous friend should freely interpose 

His body, and receive the fatal blows 

Aim'd at your heart, and falling at your feet. 

To save your life should his destruction meet; 

What thanks would you not judge to be his due ? 

What love to one who sacrificed himself for you ? 

And whilst as yet his living, vital breath. 

Still flutter'd on his lips; and cruel Death 

Had not quite done his work— would you not bend 

With anxious eagerness o'er such a firiend? 

Beseech him in brief accents to make known, 

How gratitude by you might best be shown? 

Assure him that you would with joy fulfil 

Each fond expression of his dying will ? 

And think no labour great, no task too hard, 

For one who had such claims on your regard? 

And when you heard hhn ask not at your hands 

A toilsome labour — ^give no hard commands; 

But only wish you often by a rite 

To keep his death continually in sight; 

Yourself ungrateful would you not esteem, 

Did you not such request quite sacred deem ; 
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And often keep the rite in memory 

Of him, who chose in love for you to die ? 

Yet many so-call'd christians give no heed 

To a much greater Benefactor's deed; 

This Holy Sacrament neglect to take 

In memory of Him, who for our sake 

Endur'd the lingering cross, the shame despis'd, 

Was scorn'd, belied, insulted, and unpriz'd. 

The sword of Justice was already drawn 

To ptmish all mankind, who were far gone 

From righteous path of man while yet unfall'n, 

When Christ received the wound in his own breast, 

Which otherwise must have for aye opprest 

The human race in the dark realms of woe, 

Where none relief from pain and anguish know. 

As Moses, acting by Divine command 

Deliver'd unto Israel's chosen band 

The Passover, in constant memory 

Of the first-bom of Israel passed by, 

When those of Egypt did untimely die ; 

So the Bedeemer bids all Christian men 

Keep up this rite until He comes again. 

In a perpetual memory of His death. 

Whereby, when he resign'd His sacred breath, 

God's Justice own'd itself appeas'd for aye. 

As to the Saints, the heirs of immortahty. 

If we would worthily communicate, 

We must examine our religious state: 

And first we must imfeignedly repent 

Of former sins — ^resolve with true intent 

Henceforth a new and holy life to lead. 

And stedfastly in God's right ways proceed. 

Ye tears of penitence flow freely on. 

Because our sins ungratefuUy are done 
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Against our gracious God, to Whom we owe 
All blessings, which to us are ever new. 
We too must have a stedfast faith in God, 
And in His mercies, bought by Jesus' blood ; 
Kemember with true thankfulness of heart 
His death, that He to us might life impart; 
And perfect charity to all men feel. 
Unselfish, unsuspicious, generous, real ; 
Freely unto the sick and needy give, 
And unvindictive, without malice live. 



THE HYMN. 

I. 

As Israel kept their greatest feast 
In memory of their first born spar'd ; 

And were by Paschal blood releas'd, 
When God His arm of vengeance bar'd; 

II. 

So Christians keep the Eucharist 
In the remembrance of the day ; 

When by th' atoning blood of Christ, 
The sword of Justice pass'd away. 

III. 

My soul, thy Saviour's love revere, 

Let it thy gratitude inspire; 
Oft draw thee to His table here, 

Oft warm thee with celestial fire. 
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IV. 



Approach this feast with penitence, 
With living &ith and contrite heart; 

And He will bounteous grace dispense. 
Himself unto thee will impart. 



Upon his sacred flesh and blood 
Thou shalt spiritually be fed; 

Be reconciled to thy God, 
And banquet on immortal bread. 

VI. 

Thus will His &ce upon thee shine, 
As oft as thou shalt here draw nigh; 

And He will drink the Heavenly wine 
Anew with thee beyond the sky. 



THURSDAY BEFORE EASTER. 

And when they were come to the place, which is called CalYary, there 
they cmcifled Him. St. Luke, xziii. 33. 

Sbb, see your Saviour by the scourges torn, 

His sacred back by cruel lashes worn : 

In every blow discern the power of sin 

The chastisement of wrath Divine to win; 

Smoe by His stripes our sinful souls were heai'd, 

And sentence of destruction was repeal*d. 
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Behold the Lord the heavy cross sustaiD, 

Nor from its overpowering weight refrain; 

With cheerful will th' oppressive biurden bear, 

To Calvary with ready steps repair; 

March stoutly to the agonizing scene, 

Though by the pressure bow'd and made to lean ; 

And willingly the punishment receive, 

Which was our due, that He might our lost state retrieve. 

See, see the crown of thorns upon His brow. 

From which the drops of gore successive flow ! 

The sanguinary stream with sorrow trace, 

As it distils fast down His sacred face ! 

As by the thorns His temples blest were bound. 

Which circular did His dear head surround; 

So sins of those by this world's orb confln'd 

Did pierce with agony His spotless mind; 

Encircled Him with a dark band of woe, 

Whose torturing pangs no mortal man can know; 

And made him feel acute and thrilling pain, 

Our foes to conquer, and our pardon gain. 

Not sharper nor more fruitless was the thorn. 

By which the Saviour's sacred brow was torn ; 

Than are the sins which plac'd upon His head 

That painfrd crown borne in the sinner's stead. 

Pungent and wounding is the cruel smart, 

Infix'd by each transgression in the heart; 

Nor only so but destitute of aid, 

By it no kindly fruit is ere repaid. 

Behold the nails pierce through His hands and feet. 

In which so many nerves together meet; 

And hence so sensitive to every pain. 

That few thus wounded can from cries refrain. 

So long as they their vital breath retain : 
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The word excruciating hence is made, 

And by it abstract torment is pourtray'd. 

But chiefly on the mind the anguish press'd, 

And wrung with agony the Saviour's breast; 

When He exclaimed in deepest misery, 

Why, O my God, hast thou forsaken Me? 

The ignominy of the cross discern, 

And hence the Saviour's condecension learn. 

It was esteem'd by Romans of such shame, 

That none but slaves within its influence came : 

Free citizens how great soe'er their guilt 

Were all exempt; nor could their blood be spilt 

By that most hngering, agonizing death, 

When sentenced by the law to yield their breath. 

Hence in all points Christ took the lot of slave^ 

Our guilt to pardon, and our souls to save; 

For us He liv'd a life of slavery. 

And as a slave for us He deign'd to die : 

In mockery behold the Saviour dress'd 

In royal robe, and in a purple vest: 

The robe of Kings may well resemble blood. 

Amidst a sea of it have empires stood ; 

By its efiusion is dominon gain'd. 

By other means it seldom is maintained : 

The purple robe shew'd that the Saviour's sway 

Should also date from blood its glorious day; 

And as the rule of Kings on gore is bas'd, 

So Jesus' throne on gore and death is plac'd. 

Still a vast difference must be here observ'd; 

All worldly rule is gain'd, and is preserv'd 

By others' blood: the Mediator's crown 

On others' blood depends not but upon His own. 

Their scornful taimtings hear, their actions see, 

When they before him mocking bow the knee: 
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Nor less insulting are the deeds of those, 

Who kneel before him now ; and yet oppose 

His Heavenly will, and walk in paths of sin, 

Nor seek the victory over vice to win. 

See, see the Soldiers in his right hand place 

A reed instead of sceptre for disgrace : 

A symbol this, though not as they design'd, 

Of re-establishment of rule of mind ; 

When o*er himself man should regain the sway, 

And o'er internal rebels win the day. 

Man's most imperial lule was weakness all. 

From Adam's fatal and disastrous fall ; 

A broken reed pourtray'd his feeble reign. 

And mightiest sceptres could no conquest gain 

Over the spirit; till the Saviour's hand 

Made strong again the reed of man's command. 

As they a reed unto the Saviour gave 

To shew they thought he had no pow'r to save 

His faithful followers; or confound the foes, 

Who His dominion might by force oppose ; 

So those in His right hand a reed have plac'd, 

Who by their sins His image have defac'd; 

Who show by practice that they think His reign 

Most feeble, and His pow'r to punish vain. 

See Him in company with thieves appear, 

That He might greater ignominy bear; 

And that the words might be fulfilled, which said. 

With the transgressors He was numbered. 

Behold they part the clothes in which He dress'd. 

And cast their lots upon His sacred vest: 

Although intended to disgrace the more 

Him, who then died our Nature to restore; 

Yet see them to the letter here fulfil 

The purposes of God's predicted will. 
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Let US gaze on the cross with holy fear, 

By faith unto our dying Lord draw near; 

And whilst the solemn scene we realize 

Learn hence to holiness of life to rise. 

Mankind's behaviour was by Jesus seen, 

Their base ingratitude pierc'd deep and keen 

Into the Saviour's breast: the cruel spite 

Of enemies was open to His sight. 

By His most sacred ears was heard the sound 

Of blasphemies, which in their mouths abound. 

Whilst fears on every side the Lord surround: 

The cruel nails pierc'd through each foot and hand 

Of him, whose might no creature can withstand : 

That sacred Head by angels blest ador'd 

By piercing thorns was harrow'd, torn, and gor'd; 

That face much j^er than the sons of men, 

Was then besmear'd with blood's deep crimson stain; 

Those eyes far clearer than the noonday sun, 

Death's shadow then to darken had begun; 

Those ears which hear the blest angelic choirs 

Hymning His praises, who their songs inspires; 

Were then by taunts of sinful men assail'd, 

Whose cruel mockings for a time prevail'd; 

Those feet which trampled on the pow'rs of hell, 

Whose base, usurp'd dominion Christ did quell; 

Were then nail'd to the cross: Those lips which spake 

As never man could speak, did then partake 

Of moisture firom the vinegar and gall, 

Which they in mockery gave the Lord of all. 

Learn first that by His death the Saviour took 

The malediction of the Law's stem book ; 

Redeem'd the penitent from its dread curse, 

Which only by His blood could be revers'd; 
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Its crushing weight from off all those remov'd 
By whom His laws are kept, and He is lov'd; 
And by His death true penitents set free, 
For curs'd is He who hangeth on a tree. 
When men would cancel any bond of yore, 
They with a nail the deed were wont to bore: 
This done — its penalties no force retained ; 
No longer its condemning pow'rs remained: 
Thus when the broken bond against us stood, 
And injur'd Justice sought the sinners blood. 
He made it null, and took it quite away, 
Abolish'd in His flesh the enmity; 
By nailing the handtoriting to the cross. 
On which He paid our forfeit, took our loss : 
Thence-forth the sentence of the Law severe 
Against the penitent could not appear. 
As Jesus bore His cross with patient mind, 
Nor at the pressure of its weight repin'd ; 
So we each day should patiently sustain 
Our lighter burden, nor of woe complain ; 
Should cheerfully our cross of trouble take, 
Since Jesus bore so much for mortals sake; 
And when by heavy woes sharp cross opprest, 
Should pray to Him to give us timely rest. 
Or strength to carry it with patient breast. 
As the Redeemer bore the lingering smart, 
Which crucifixion's tortures ere impart 
Without one murmur, one impatient groan. 
Nor with regret His torments did bemoan ; 
So should we learn to crucify each sin, 
And victory over carnal lusts to win ; 
Without regret, and with a stedfast mind 
Eesolve to leave the things, which are behind. 
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None should of dying nnto sin complain, 

Although attended by tormenting pain. 

When dying /or the sins which we had done. 

Was no complaint from the Redeemer won? 

And shall we murmur unto Hn to die, 

To conquer vice, the flesh to mortify? 

Make each besetting sin a sacrifice 

To Him, who bought us at no less a price 

Than that of His own blood ; by Him paid down 

To purchase for us an unfading crown. 

Shall we in malice or in hatred live, 

When Jesus pray'd His Father to forgive 

The cruel foes, who nail'd Him to the tree, 

Accus'd Him Msely, wrong'd him heinously? 

Rather shall we not hence our duty learn, 

The need we have to pardon wrongs discern ; 

And to forgive the worst of injuries. 

As those who seek forgiveness from the skies. 

And hope through Christ to endless bliss to rise? 

In meditating on the pain and shame, 

Which for our sakes on the Redeemer came; 

What other feelings can prevail within 

Than love of Him, and hatred deep of sin ? 

When we the burden of His cross survey. 

The torturing pangs, the lingering agony; 

The crown of thorns around His sacred brow, 

Which with the nails caus'd His bless'd blood to flow; 

Shall we not feel compunQtion's piercing smart. 

And hate all evil from the inmost heart; 

Abhor the sins which naiFd Him to the tree. 

Whereon He shed His blood our souls to free? 

Shall we not feel His love our hearts constrain. 

And victory over our affections gain ; 
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Urge US to show to him imfeigned love 

By that obedieDce, which alone can prove 

Our love's reality; and to fulfil 

All the requirements of Grod's holy will. 

By yielding up ourselves in heart and soul 

To His All-wise, beneficent control; 

And by conforming deed, and word, and thought 

To His blest laws, who our salvation wrought, 

And by His precious blood our persons bought. 



THE HYMN. 



As Christ the heavy cross sustained. 
Nor at its crushing weight repin'd ; 
So we, when by deep troubles pain'd. 
Should bear our cross with patient mind. 

II. 

See, see the Lord remove the curse. 
Whilst hanging on the fiital tree; 
Its sentence by His death reverse. 
And firom its doom the contrite firee. 

III. 

The bond, which was against us too, 

He cancelled, when he took our loss; 

Paid what from us was justly due, 

And nail'd the writing to His cross. 

L2 
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IV. 

As Jesus bore without a groan 
The cruel thorns, and torturing nails; 
So should we crucify the fieshj 
Nor murmur when its influence fails. 



As the Redeemer pray'd for those, 
Who injur'd Hun most heinously; 
So should we pray for all our foes, 
And quite forgive all injury. 

VI. 

Learn from the pain and shame He bore. 
To love Him, and abhor all sin ; 
To please and serve Him more and more. 
And victory through His blood to win. 



GOOD FRIDAY. 

When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, He said, it is fin- 
ished : and he bowed His head and gave up the ghost. St. John, xix 80. 

However great the sufferings Christ endur'd, 
By them our bliss could not have been secur'd; 
Unless they had resulted in His death, 
And He for us had yielded up His breath. 
That our Divine Redeemer truly died, 
We are with surest evidence supplied: 
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And first His enemies the fact allow'd, 

When quite dispersed became the wondering crowd; 

And they returned again from Calvary, 

Quite satisfied there was no more to see: 

What time a soldier pierc'd His sacred side, 

From whence came water and a gory tide, 

A certain sign was giv'n that Jesus died. 

That mingled stream, which there profusely flow'd. 

The seal of our Redemption also show'd : 

That blood and water of God's only Son 

Were the blest means by which oiur bliss was won; 

The price, by which our ransom was obtained, 

Oiur loss retriev'd, and our forgiveness gain'd. 

These are the blessed Sacraments, which teach 

That Jesus died, whose holy word we preach; 

The water points us to Baptismal fount, 

Through which we gain the Church's holy mount; 

And shows us that He died on our account 

To Whom we come; since we are well appriz'd. 

That the baptiz'd are all into His death baptized. 

In the Communion also we discern 

The Saviour's death, and His atonement learn; 

Since by the wine pour'd forth and broken bread 

Is signified that He was with the dead. 

By whom our souls are cleans'd, and heal'd, and fed; 

For till He comes. His death most clear we make. 

As oft as of that bread and cup we take. 

As Eve was taken out of Adam's side. 

Through whom man lost his paradise, and died; 

So from the Saviour's side the stream flow'd down. 

Through which men may attain the Heavenly crown, 

And those may paradise for aye regain. 

Who in that stream have wash'd away their stain. 

L3 
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As Adam when overcome by slumber deep. 

And on his eyelids rested balmy sleep, 

Had his side open'd; so the Saviour blest, 

When by the heavy sleep of death opprest* 

Had His side open'd, that the deadly wound, 

Which Adam's sin had caused to abound, 

Might in the contrite be completely heal'd. 

And pardon to the penitent be seal'd. 

The pelican is said to heal her young. 

When by a serpent's deadly venom stung. 

By opening in her side the purple vein. 

From which her brood draughts of her blood may gain ; 

By her devoted gore may yet revive, 

And quite recover'd from their wounds may live: 

Thus the Redeemer to our wounded race. 

Stung by the serpent, and devoid of grace, 

Hb precious blood for our revival gave, 

And shed His gore our souls for aye to save; 

And yielded from His side the vital flood, 

By which His saints may live again to God. 

That Jesus, our Redeemer, truly died, 

Is also in the Gospels testified: 

There, that He yielded up the Ghost we learn, 

His willingness to die for us discern: 

His death, a purely voluntary deed^ 

Was such that nothing can its grace exceed, 

Or nearly equal; since He gave His life. 

And undertook for us the deadly strife. 

Why did the sun his face in darkness hide. 

But that the Mediator truly died? 

See here a proof of Christ's Almighty pow'r, 

Who caus'd hy mir€U)le this gloom to low'r; 

Tum'd back the sun's meridian, noontide rays. 

That on the dead Redeemer none might gaze; 
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And caused the orb of day to cease to shine, 

By energy resistless and divine. 

That this was a miraculous event, 

From certain proofs is clearly evident; 

For darkness at noon-day can only be, 

When Sol is ere eclipsed totally: 

But such eclipse can only then accrue, 

When the refulgent, silvery moon is new; 

And therefore could not happen at the death 

Of Jesus, since He yielded up His breath 

At the 1^11 moon: Hence when He cried aloud. 

And Nature did at noon the earth enshroud ; 

It was from dread of His Almighty voice, 

Who to redeem us had made death His choice. 

Why did the earth with strong convulsions heave? 

Quake from its centre, and asunder cleave? 

Why were the rooks with force resistless rent. 

As if strong subterranean fire sought vent ? 

Why were the graves of saints wide open thrown, 

The tombs despoil'd, their adamant cast down? 

Why at that instant was the temple's vail, 

Rent in the midst, and made for aye to &il? 

Why at no distant time, nor distant place. 

All these great wonders do we clearly trace? 

But see them simultaneouslf/ befal 

With the bless'd death of Jesus, Lord of all? 

Why? Why? But to confirm each Christian's faith 

In certainty of the Bedeemer's death ; 

By which alone our bliss could be achiev'd. 

And penitents could be from sin reliev'd: 

Nor only so, but these events declar'd, 

That the trtie Christ had then on earth appear'd; 

That God incarnate had redeem'd our loss, 

And paid our forfeit on the gory cross ; 
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And made the coveDant for ever sure, 

As to all those who faithful to the end endure . 

Hence the centurion became amaz'd 

As on those awful prodigies he gaz'd ; 

Wond'ring he gaz'd, and fix'd in deep surprise, 

No longer saw the Lord with faithless eyes; 

But in astonishment and marvel stood. 

And said this truly was the Son of God, 

Would any now with pensive sadness dwell 

On Jesus' death, by which He conquer'd Hell? 

Are any eyelids wet with mournful tears. 

To which the dying Saviour now appears f 

Would any for His agonies lament, 

And for the pains He bore be sorely rent? 

Let such unto themselves His words apply, 

Daughters of Salem shed no tears for me : 

Weep not for Me, but for yourselves and heirs. 

They are the fittest subjects for your tears. 

Weep not for Him, His conflicts are complete, 

Sorrow and death in Him no more shall meet ; 

He has retum'd in glory to the skies, 

To be beheld by saints and seraphs eyes. 

As now upon His death you meditate. 

And feel indignant at the Jewish hate ; 

Let all the warmth of that religious fire. 

Which such reflections in the heart inspire; 

Be all directed at your sin and guilt. 

For which the Saviour's precious blood was spilt. 

Weep not for Him, but over every sin 

Let tears of penitence to flow begin ; 

The errors of your life to mind recall. 

For them let tears of contrite sorrow fall : 

Let all yoiur past ungodliness arise 

Before your mind, with grief sufiuse your eyes ; 
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For your transgressions let your groans be heard. 

In theoi behold the murderers of the Lord. 

Weep for yourselves, and for your children weep, 

And for your neighbours too ^o will not keep 

6od*s holy laws: on such your deepest grief 

May well be spent in piercing accents brief; 

Since, if in their impenitence they die, 

They must for ever in perdition lie: 

Weep ye for them: So long as they remain 

In iniquity, and their sins retain; 

They virtually the Lamb of Grod betray. 

Again blaspheme, again the Saviour slay. 

Weep ye for them and so Christ's steps pursue 

Who did His sacred cheeks with tears bedew, 

As he beheld the city which refused 

To know her day, and all His grace abused. 

Was Jesus' mind so pang'd and troubled sore, 

That He profusely sweat great drops of gore ; 

When on His sacred Head our guilt was laid, 

And He to bear our sins dead weight was made? 

And for our sins shall we refuse to mourn, 

Which help'd to form the burden by the Saviour borne? 

In Him do we strong lamentations trace. 

For hiding of His Heavenly Father's face ? 

Did He exclaim in mental agony, 

WTiy hcLSt thouy O my God^ forsaken me? 

And shall we take no care those sins to shun, 

Which to the Lord that sad forsaking won? 

When on the cross the Bless'd Bedeemer died, 

Weie rocks asunder rent in fissures wide? 

And, when upon the Savioiur's death we muse, 

Can we most obdurately now refuse 

To rend our heqrts in penitence sincere; 

Turn to the Lord; His Holy Name to fear? 
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Have Jews, betrayer, devils, soldiers, men. 
Long spent their malice ne'er to try again ? 
Have they long done their worst? and shall their spite 
No more upon His Sacr^ Head alight? * 
Were all the sufferings of the Saviour o'er. 
Completed, finish'd, to return no more; 
When on the cross He yielded up His breath. 
And for our sins sunk in the arms of death ? 
And shall we? can we? crucify afresh 
The Lord of life by yielding to the flesh ? 
Put Him by sin again to open shame. 
By walking quite unworthy of our Name ? 
Each sin you do is still to Him a spear — 
A thorn — a nail — His sacred flesh to tear: 
None can indulge in any wilM stain. 
Without enacting part of Jews again ; 
And giving to the Lord a drink of gall, 
Who died to take away the sins of all. 



THE HYMN. 



I. 



Were the Bedeemer's eyes suffused 
With bitter tears for me; 

And shall no care by me be us'4 
From every sin to flee? 
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II. 

Was the Redeemer's precious side 

Pierc'd through by cruel spear; 
And did there flow froA thence a tide 

My guilty stains to clear? 

III. 

Then let me earnestly beware 

Of every wilful sin ; 
To pierce the Lord afresh forbear; 

Seek purity within. 

IV. 

When, by His death, Christ drew Death's dart, 

Were rocks in sunder rent; 
And shall I shun to rend my heart; 

To earnestly repent? 



Because forsaken by His God 
Did Jesus mourn and grieve? 

Then, wash'd by His most precious blood, 
Let me transgression leave. 

VI. 

My soul, each wilful sin you do, 

To Him is drink of gall ; 
Hence iniquity quite subdue, 

Expel it, root and all. 
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EASTER EVEN. 

And when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen 
doth, and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn ont in the 
rock : And he rolled a great stone to the door of the aepnlchre, and 
departed. St. Matthew, zxvii, 69, 60. 

Tfls burial of the Saviour now survey, 

Whose body in the tomb His followers lay; 

After in linen clothes it had been wound. 

With spice embalm'd, and with the ointment bound. 

The ancient Jews an anxious care betray'd, 

That all their dead should be securely laid 

In their own graves; and moumfuUy would weep, 

If told they should not with their &thers sleep. 

Thus Abraham a place of burial bought 

Where his descendants afterwards were brought; 

Whilst Grod to those, who in rebellion died, 

A resting place with their progenitors denied. 

In a new tomb, where none before was laid, 

And with the rich His grave the Saviour made; 

There till the third day did His body rest. 

That He might succour those by death opprest. 

As all the dead were by the Law unclean, 

How fit His body — which endos'd the sheen 

Of glory and of the Divinity — 

Should not with the remains of sinners lie. 

Moreover as no other body lay 

In the new grave— -not e'en His foes could say. 

Another's body having fled the tomb 

Burst through the darkness of funereal gloom. 

Out of a rock the Sepulchre was hewn, 

Forming an excavated niche in stone ; 
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Hence egress could be had no other way, 

Than at the mouth, just where the entrance lay: 

Herein a proof that Jesus rose discern. 

And refutation of the Msehood learn ; 

That the disciples stole the corse by night, 

And bore it from the tomb in hasty flight; 

Since they could not approach but by a door, 

Which was secur'd, and had a guard before. 

The Church has well inserted in her creed 

Christ's burial; since we should have stood in need 

Of some most certain proofs that Jesus died. 

And rose again; could we not well confide, 

That in the sepulchre the Lord was laid. 

And for a time the tomb his dwelling made. 

We read that Pilate carefully enquired. 

Whether He had for any while expir'd; 

And was moreover Ailly satisfied 

By the Centurion, that the Saviour died; 

Before to Joseph he permission gave 

To bear the body to his own new grave. 

No one with truth is said to risej again. 

Who never died: and none can ere attain 

To resurrection perfect and complete, 

Who does not first with dissolution meet : 

Hence that we might believe Christ truly rose 

Triumphant from the dead, and quell'd our foes; 

We must be first assur'd He sunk in death. 

And for oiur sakes resign'd His sacred breath. 

No stronger proof could possibly be given 

Of Jesus' death — than that His life was riv'n 

By enemies; and that His friends procur'd 

His body, and His burial secur'd. 

From these solemnities performed with care 

Upon the Saviour's body, learn and hear 
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The honours fit for the funereal rite 

Of Christians, who are precious in Gods sight. 

St. Stephen was unto his burial borne 

By men devout, who did their faith adorn 

By charity: Thus to the tomb convey 

The dead with decent care and gravity. 

When from the lips the vital spark had fled. 

The early Christians gave unto the dead 

Such decent burial, that this act alone 

(^)Some unbelievers to the Gospel won ; 

And was the means in God's o'er-ruling hand 

Of adding Heathens to the chosen band. 

Thus should all those, who bear the Christian name. 

Fulfil towards the dead their every claim ; 

And carefully inter their sacred dust 

With reverence and with unmisgiving trust: 

If reason teaches that respect is due 

To human bodies, which Death's pow'rs subdue. 

In reference to the souls they once contain'd. 

Whilst vital breath within their frames remained; 

Much more should Jesus' follow'rs shew regard 

To bodies once indwelt by God the Word; 

And should consign those ashes to repose, 

Which once the Holy Spirit did enclose ; 

Since God the Holy Ghost His temple rears 

Within the body, where His seal appears. 

Let Christians ever take most careful heed. 

That Jesu's every suffering, every deed. 

Which He sustain'd as surety for our race. 

Or did fulfil with Mediatorial grace, 

May be enacted in their inmost soul. 

And represent their spirits owning His control. 

(1) See the testimony of Julian the Apostate as cited Bp. Pearson in hii ex- 
position of the creed ; Article. " was buried". 
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Buried with Him in baptism unto death, 

That like as Christ resum'd His vital breath, 

Rose in His Father's glory from the grave 

Our foes to conquer, and our souls to save; 

So should we all to a new life arise, 

Walk as His people with believing eyes, 

And seek the shining mansions of the skies. 

Due meditation on the Saviour's tomb 

And burial will dispel sepulchral gloom; 

And rectify our notions of the grave. 

From whose destroying pow'r Christ came to save. 

As the bless'd body of the Son of God, 

Descending into Jordan's lucid flood, 

A holiness on water did bestow. 

And sanctified the rivers as they flow; 

So in some sense the Saviour's sacred frame 

The Sanctifier of the ground became, 

Which consecrated earth's once cursed dust 

As to all those, who in Him place their trust; 

And chang'd Death's prison house and dungeons drear, 

Where nought but rottenness did erst appear. 

Into the precincts of Heaven's city blest, 

Where saints repose and from their labours rest. 

The prospect of the grave no gloom conveys 

To him, who loves his Saviour and obeys ; 

Since in the tomb the saints through Christ discern 

The casket of their ashes, and the urn. 

In which are kept in store the sacred dust 

Of all, who place in God their stedfast trust 

Whilst here below — ; against the judgment day. 

When they will rise to happiness for aye. 

As after sleep men rise refresh'd and strong. 

And with thanksgiving tune their morning song ; 
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So after Death's long sleep the saints shall rise 

Invigorated for the highest skies; 

When Jesus' voice with penetrating sound 

Shall wake the dead in earth and sea profound ; 

Unlock the prison portals of the tomb, 

And call the inmates to the day of doom ; 

Shall vivify dry bones, and life supply 

To frames which erst did in corruption lie. 

Thrice happy they, who, when they hear the sound 

Of the last trumpet through the world reboimd, 

Shall find their conscience give no dread alarm, 

The sad forbodings of th' undying worm ; 

But recognize the Savioiu* as their Friend, 

Whom they obey'd on earth and served unto the end. 

The agony which wicked men shall know. 

As they anticipate on coming woe 

In that dread hoiur, no mortal tongue can tell ; 

On such a theme the spirit shuns to dwell. 

Hence may the anxious toils be ever ours, 

That we assisted by celestial pow'rs, 

May daily cause all sin in us to die, 

And as a buried corse sepultur'd lie; 

That so by virtue of the Saviour bless'd 

The tomb may prove to us the door of rest. 

Thus shall we pass the grave and gate of death 

To resurrection ; and with joyful breath 

Tune the lond anthems of undying praise, 

As on our Saviour and our God we gaze. 
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THE HYMN. 



Was Jesus' body when asleep 

Interr'd with reverence? 
Let graves His members' ashes keep, 

Who have departed hence : 

II. 

For precious is the hallow'd dust 

Of the departed saints ; 
Who plac'd in God their stedfast trust, 

And utter 'd no complaints. 

III. 

Their dear remains unto the tomb 

Religiously consign; 
Over their bodies broods no gloom, 

They shall in glory shine. 

IV. 

Buried with Jesus unto sin, 

Let me with Him arise, 
Newness of life at once begin. 

And walk with faithftil eyes. 



Then shall the grave no terrors cast 

On my redeemed soul; 
My Saviour through it's gloom has pass'd, 

And quell'd it's dread control. 

M 
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VI. 

Then shall I hear His glorious voice 

On resurrection morn; 
In it's sweet accents much rejoice, 

And be to glory borne. 

VII. 

Then shall I find the grave to be 

The gate of endless rest ; 
And dwell throughout eternity 

In regions of the blest. 



EASTER DAY. 

Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and went into the sepulchre, 
and seeth the linen clothes lie ; and the napkin that was ahont His 
nead, not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place 
by itself. Then went in also that other disciple which came first to 
the sepulchre, and he saw, and believed. St. John xx. 6, 7, 8. 

Erb yet the glorious sun's bright rising gleams 
O'er Sion's towers had shed their early beams ; 
On the great day in which the Lord arose 
Triumphant over all our ghostly foes; 
Came Magdalen and friends unto the tomb. 
Seeking amidst the darkness sable gloom 
The Saviour's sacred body to perfume. 
Rich spices too in their own hands they bare. 
And with devoted zeal they now prepare 
Him to anoint with fragrant ointments rare. 
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Ye pious women, your's is holy love, 

And by your deeds ye your devotion prove; 

And yet they are the deeds of unbelief 

In Christ the resurrection and the Life. 

Could ye have brought from Edom's spicy lands 

The choicest odours in your pious hands ; 

Could ye Arabia's precious gums present, 

And seek with richest spikenard to anoint, 

An offering more rich by far than all 

Had been your hearts free from all doubtful thrall; 

Eeposing in firm faith upon the word, 

Which of Christ's resurrection ye had heard. 

We cannot wonder, though we may feel grief, 

To see these women still in unbelief; 

Since the apostles, who had often heard 

The blest instructions of their God and Lord ; 

And oft had learnt from His own sacred breath, 

That on the third day He would rise from death ; 

As yet knew not what those predictions meant. 

Nor understood their literal intent; 

But doubtftilly the Saviour's power distrust 

To rise superior to corruption's dust. 

All should rejoice and none should e'er lament. 

That vain was Magdalene's devout intent 

The Saviour's sacred body to anoint : 

Since from the tomb the prisoner was fled, 

She sought in vain the living 'mongst the dead. 

Death was for ever rifled of his prey, 

On our Lord's glorious resurrection day : 

Whilst yet the watch is set, and whole the seal. 

By rising see the Lord death's law repeal 

To all who while they live have ?ital faith. 

In Chnst, th' Almighty Conquerer of Death. 
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As npne the point of time exactly knew, 

When Christ the king of terrors overthrew ; 

So none can know the day, or year, or hour, 

When all the graves shall forth their inmates pour ; 

And all shall stand hefore Christ's judgment throne. 

As if it were uprear'd for each alone. 

Whilst at the tomb at length these women stay, 

Wishing for one to roll the stone away; 

They look, and lo away the stone is roll'd. 

And the huge mass by angels' hands controU'd; 

Behold an earthquake by its awful pow'r 

The stone displacing clears sepulchial door. 

Sped firom the shining realms of endless day 

An angel bright had wing'd his rapid way; 

His raiment white as the new fallen snows. 

So white to make no earthly fuller knows; 

Whilst from his face immortal radiance gleams, 

Like the swift lightning's coruscating beams. 

For fear of him the guarding soldiers shake. 

And with uncounterfeited terrors quake; 

They, overmaster 'd by unfeigned dread. 

Became like men already with the dead. 

When too, the women shrink in dread dismay. 

The angel quickly drives their fears away; 

Tells them glad tidings of exceeding joy. 

Which will saint's praises evermore employ; 

That " He is risen" from the yawning grave, 

Who left the realms of bliss mankind to save. 

News ! glorious news ! was then proclaim'd to man, 

Which none are able perfectly to scan : 

News meet for pure, angelic lips to tell. 

Whilst men upon the blessed accents dwell; 

Join with the shining heralds from above 

In celebrating Jesus' matchless love ; 
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In whose blest death we see man's nature shine, 

But in His resurrection the Divine. 

As at His birth the holy angels sung, 

And midnight air with Heav'nly anthems rung; 

So at His resurrection they rejoice, 

And tell His victories with exulting voice; 

And are the heralds of His endless &me, 

When they His conquest over Death proclaim. 

As back the women hasted, wan and pale, 

Lo ! Jesus met them, and exclaim'd all hail ! 

With reverential joy the Lord they greet; 

They worship Him, and hold Him by the feet. 

Then Jesus urg'd them to dismiss their fear; 

His brethren with the joyful news to cheer. 

That He in Galilee would soon appear. 

But Magdalene, yet doubting of the truth 

Of the Lord's resurrection unto life ; 

With joyful haste to the disciples goes, 

But fears the Lord's appearance to disclose; 

Tells Peter and that saint whom Jesus lov'd. 

That they His body firom the tomb had mov'd. 

In Jesus' death the man stands forth confest. 

Passion humanity makes manifest; 

Whilst in His resurrection we discern 

The very God, and His true Godhead learn. 

'Tis said the eagle, when in last decay. 

And when from age his vigour &des away. 

Casts his old feathers and new aspect wears. 

Again in renovated plumes appears, 

Eenews his youth, escapes decrepid pains, 

And his primeval vigour quite regains. 

Thus all the saints, who on their Maker wait, 

Frequent His courts, and throng His sacred gate, 

M3 
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Leaving their fad>Ml plumage in the tomb, 

At the last day shall quit it's sable gloom, 

Through Jesus' resurrection gladly rise, 

And reach the shining mansions of the skies; 

More than their pristine vigour shall renew. 

And live for aye where no corruption can accrue. 

For them, who keep Christ's word Death hath no sting. 

Since he to such will life immortal bring. 

Though it be true that from their sentient clay 

The spirit for a time will wing it's way, 

And upwards soar to realms of endless day ; 

Yet, ere their bliss be perfect and complete, 

The soul and body shall again unite. 

And Christ shall gather all their slumbering dust 

From utmost North, and South, and East, and West. 

Like the bright body of their glorious Head 

Shall all the bodies of the sainted dead 

Be rais'd at His command : Then shall the sound 
Of the last trumpet through the world rebound, 

And all the dead shall hear his glorious voice. 

And dead in Christ shall evermore rejoice. 

Then shall the bodies of the saints arise 

Fit for the shining mansions of the skies ; 

They shall the robes of incorruption wear. 

And all in glory with the Lord appear. 

Then shall the soul re-animate the frame 

On which for sin the grave's corruption came ; 

But which on the bright resurrection mom, 

Shall to a deathless heritage be born ; 

And purified from every earthly stain, 

Shall to primeval holiness attain; 

And shall rejoin with joy the long lov'd soul^ 

No more to part while endless ages roll. 
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Though not from mortal dissolution free, 

Eternal death the saints shall never see : 

Then do not death the saints' departure call, 

It is sweet sleep, and is not death at all: 

For though to mortal sight they seem to die, 

Yet do they live to God in realms on high, 

And hope is full of immortality ; 

The spirit waiting in the land of rest. 

Together with the body to be blest. 

Whoever then on earth had firm belief 

In Christ the resurrection and the life; 

Though this frail body in the grave may lie. 

Yet doth his spirit live to God on high; 

And whosoe'er among all those who live. 

Does on the Saviour of the world believe. 

Eternally shall never ! never ! die. 

Nor be for aye excluded from the sky. 

Then may the saints of Christ redemption sing. 

And praise the Lord, who took from death his sting. 

And immortality and life did bring 

Into the light : but let us all beware 

Of sin's most fatal and delusive snare ; 

For death eternal still remains for all, 

Who give no heed unto the Saviour's call; 

And is abolish'd only to the just. 

Who keep Christ's word and in His mercy trust. 

To those alone, who God's commandments keep, 

Death is not death, but only gentle sleep ; 

Or if the soul's departure does make death 

To bodies of all men on earth beneath ; 

It is but for a while unto God's saints, 

And when compar*d with endless woe's complaints, 

Is rightly term'd not death but gentle rest, 

Until both soul and body shall be blegt. 
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THE HYMN. 



Seb, see the Saviour quit the tomb. 
Shake off death's adamantine chain ; 
Disperse the grave's funereal gloom, 
And rise to life and light again. 

II. 

In His blest resurrection see 

A pledge and earnest of our own ; 

If we o'er sin have victory. 

And press towards th' unfading crown. 

III. 

All who to righteousness arise 
From a corrupting death of sin ; 
Shall reach the glory of the skies, 
To life shall resurrection win. 

IV. 

Eternally he shall not die, 

Who now to every sin is dead; 

He shall through Christ ascend on high, 

By Him to endless bliss be led. 

V. 

Since (such may say) Christ died to save, 

Death where is thy sting for met 
Since Jestis triumph' d o'er the gravCy 

1 asky where is thy victory 9 
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MONDAY IN EASTER WEEK. 

And they said one to another. Did not our heart bum within us, 
while He talked with us by the way, and while He opened to us the 
Scriptures? St. Luke, xxiy. 32. 

Two friends revolviDg, each with anxious hreast. 
The griefe which mournfully their hearts opprest; 
To their own village as companions went. 
The third daj after Jesus life was spent. 
Desponding, thej their glorious prospects deem'd 
Most gloomy, and their hopes for lost esteemed; 
Because their master had been put to death. 
And had upon the cross resign'd His breath. 
To them disconsolate at length draws nigh 
A Stranger bland in mien, and kind of eye ; 
And begs to know what anxious grief opprest 
So heavily their agitated breasts; 
That they in such sad converse should engage, 
For woes apparently beyond assuage. 
The cause of all their sorrows they confess, 
Nor disappointment of their hopes suppress : 
Hear now the stranger His discourse begin. 
And by His language their attention win; 
Those Scriptures which predicted Jesus' day 
To them in a much clearer light display. 
Than had as yet illumin'd their visual ray; 
And the true meaning of those words unfold, 
Which had His sufferings and His death foretold. 
Banning with the Prophecy's first dawn. 
When man firom innocence had newly gone; 
And Christ was promis'd of the woman's seed, 
Who should prevail to bruise the stent's head; 
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Observe Him trace with clearness to their minds 

The stream of prophecy, as on it winds ; 

A rivulet at first which as it flows 

Through ages, mto a large river grows: 

Or view him pointing out the slender gleam, 

Which on Christ's day at first did faintly beam, 

But which, as time roll'd on, became more bright, 

And shone with clearer and more radiant light: 

As nearer yet the glorious promise drew, 

Stronger the light, more faint the dai'kness grew; 

Until at last, all clouds remov'd away, 

The Sun of Righteousness gave forth the day. 

Hear Him unto these sorrowing men explain 

How vain their fears, their gloomy thoughts how vain; 

That Jesus' suflerings, crucifixion, death. 

The words with which he had resigned His breath; 

The vinegar, the nails, the cross, the spear. 

His bones unbroken, coat which He did wear: 

Were all so far from making void His claim 

To the Messiah's long predicted Name; 

That they establish'd it beyond dispute. 

Since on these sad events the prophets were not mute. 

He shew'd them also that Christ needs must bear 

These sufferings, ere He could man's loss repair; 

That as avoidable they should not view 

These pangs, by which alone He could subdue 

Our ghostly foes; into His glory come, 

And bring His saints to a celestial home. 

He, who a stranger by the way appeared, 

Was recogniz'd when unbelief was clear'd ; 

" He bless'd their bread, but vanish'd at the word, 

"And left them both exclaiming, 'twas the Lord." 

Learn hence with care to shun their unbelief, . 

Who, when they saw God did not give relief 
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Just in the way they hop'd, thought all was lost, 

And by despondency and glcom weie tost: 

The painful sufferings they so much bewail'd, 

And thought the proof that Jesus' claims had fail'd 

To be the Christ — gave strongest evidence, 

That He would rescue to his saints dispense; 

And were in fact the very means which wrought 

Deliverance, and to man Salvation brought. 

Thus those events which now most hostile seem, 

And which most adverse to our hopes we deem ; 

Are oft the most effectual means to bring 

Deliverance, and to cause our tongues to sing 

God's praises, who works all things for their good 

Who trust Him even when their hopes appear withstood. 

These words a pattern to ourselves supply 

To shun discourse on worldly vanity; 

And urge us oft with serious tongues to dwell 

On Jesus' sufferings, borne our foes to quell; 

Remission of repented sins to gain ; 

For us admission into bliss obtain. 

Hence we the value of such converse learn, 

When from false, worldly hopes our speech we turn; 

And talk of things above this sordid earth. 

Of Jesus' love and death, and endless worth. 

But here a caution we must well observe, 

If we would not from their example swerve. 

Not to attempt to talk on things divine 

To worldly men— or cast before the swine 

The pearls of gospel truth : these of the heart 

Th' abundance to each other did impart; 

On Christ th' affections of them both were set, 

And feeling was with equal feeling met 

By either; but this cannot ever be. 

When either speaker's heart is not set free 
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From this base world : then such discourse must prove 

False on the part of hun whose hopes and love 

Are still close knit and rivetted to earth, 

And who cannot appreciate Heavenly worth. 

Far better that such worldly tongues should roll 

On worldly themes, as now, without control; 

Provided that from falsehood they abstain. 

Impurity, deceit, and words pro&ne ; 

Than speak on subjects which they do not feel, 

Where talk is worse than worthless, if not real. 

A great improvement we might all derive 

From good discoiurse; and cause each grace to thrive: 

Such converse oft was held by saints of old, 

Who to their children of God's goodness told ; 

And lov'd to glorify our gracious God, 

Who works oiu* good, e'en by His chastening rod. 

If thus we should converse with holy fear, 

How ofl would Jesus unto us draw near; 

The Scriptures, which concern Himself explain, 

And that which had before in darkness lain. 

Reveal in brighter colours to our eyes. 

And cause oiu* thoughts from this base world to rise. 

How oft would He make known unto oiu* hearts 

The need of all His sufiTerings, ere the darts 

Of Justice could from us be tum'd away, 

And we could reach the shining realms of day. 

And as the Saviour we beheld with joy 

In both the Testaments, we should employ 

Oiu* tongues in praises; and our hearts would glow 

With gratitude, and with affection flow; 

And we should find a flame burn strong within. 

Consuming by its ardour every sin; 

And rendering our souls an holy shrine, 

Fit to receive the Holy Ghost, divine. 
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Then far above the world our thoughts would soar, 
To be chain'd down to sordid earth no more; 
Our aspirations would like incense rise, 
Up to the Lord enthroned in highest skies ; 
Our love unto the Saviour would increase, 
Until our sojourn on the earth should cease ; 
And we from all corroding care set free, 
Should thus become such as we ought to be. 
If to such converse we should oft be led, 
Christ would be known in breaking of the bread ; 
And we His gracious presence, blest should feel. 
When at His holy table we might kneel. 
The bright appearance of our risen Lord, 
As a most undeceptive proof regard ; 
That He has burst the fetters of the tomb. 
And to His saints dispelled its awful gloom. 



THE HYMN. 

I. 

Two friends with anxious minds intent 

Upon their recent loss; 
In sadness to their village went. 

And spake of Jesus' cross. 

II. 

A stranger join'd them on the way. 
And sought to know their grief; 

Inform'd He drove their fears away, 
Dispeird their imbelief ; 
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III. 

By shewing that Messiah's pain 
Must needs have been endur'd ; 

Ere He for men could pardon gain, 
Or bliss could be secured. 

IV. 

Invited to become their guest, 
He join'd them at their word ; 

And as the bread by Him was blest. 
They knew their risen Lord. 

V. 

Let Jesus' love our hearts employ, 
And oft the theme renew ; 

Then shall we feel an ardent joy. 
And truly love Him too. 



TUESDAY IN EASTER WEEK. 

Then opened He their understanding, that they might understand the 
Scriptures, and said unto them. Thus is it written, and thus it behoved 
Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day : And that 
repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His Name 
among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. St. Luke, xziv. 45, 46, 47' 

Two ways there are by which we may secure 
A clearer view of what was erst obscure : 
The ooe by pouring a much stronger light 
Upon the object, erst but dim to sight; 
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As when to two disciples by the way 

The Lord upon the Scriptures pour'd the day : 

The other by removing from the eye 

All those obstructions which the light defy; 

So that the visual orb once more set free, 

May unimpeded the bright object see. 

The second means were those us'd by the Lord, 

When He relief abundant did afford 

To the disciples minds — away did roll 

All dark impediments — ^from the control 

Of ignorance their imderstanding cleared ; 

Which being open'd, all things in true light appeared. 

The gift of greater pow'r to understand 

The Scriptures unto th' Apostolic band ; 

Such measure of the Holy Ghost implies. 

As to interpret ancient prophecies. 

Thus those on whom St. Paul his hands had laid, 

And there-upon the Holy Ghost had made 

His dwelling in their hearts— with tongues were heard 

To speak, and to unfold prophetic word. 

The convert, who the faith of Christ received, 

And in the Saviour's Holy Name believ'd; 

Is spoken of as one, whose closed heart 

Was open'd to select the better part: 

Of such we read that shining gates of light 

Were open'd to admit the Gospel radiance bright. 

Th' Apostles thenceforth clearly understood 

That Christ must needs those prophecies make good^ 

In which His agonies were all foretold, 

His death, and resurrection from of old ; 

And that He must those legal types fulfil. 

Which had adumbrated God's holy will: 

In them the Saviour also clearly shew'd 

That by His blood alone could be bestow'd 
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Forgiveness; and that they must needs proclaim 
Repentance and remission through His Name 
In every nation; and in all the world 
The banner of the cross must be unfrirrd. 
Those prophecies must needs fulfilment gain, 
Which to the call of Gentiles i^pertain ; 
And which foretold Grod's gracious purposes 
To ally who dwell beneath the azure skies. 
Light is the task fidl'n Jacob*s tribes to raise. 
And Israel to restore to sing God's praise; 
The Lord was also given for a light 
Unto the Grentiles: He by Heavenly light 
Salvation to the penitent extends 
In every age, and to earth's utmost ends. 
It was foretold that in Messiah's day 
All nations would His holy laws obey; 
The worid's ranotest ends would call to mind 
Their ways, and be to pi^ indin'd ; 
An kindreds would God's holy worship learn. 
And to the Lord in deep repentance turn ; 
Or those who dwell in earth'^s most distant dime. 
Or live to see the utmost verge of time. 
To Cliiist was to be giv'n an heritage 
In evciy natkm, and in evay age; 
Be was to mffk to eaidi's remotest bound, 
Tbroii^boiift tiie wosld His name was to resound; 
All tongues wcve His Salvation's pow'r to own. 
Bis pniK by evciy pecqple to be shewn. 
Im Jena^ namte mmj mean in Jesus' stead 
Bk nunBten, eoman^kmrd by their Head, 
Wcfe to exhort all men to torn to God, 
And meA §Oft pardon duoo^ their Savioar^s blood. 
JEm Jgam^ mnmt mnst also surdy mean, 
ooold by none be seen 
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Fir*d by the hope that IsraeFs sons would see 

Messiah mount His devastating car, 

And guide them on to glorious victory 

O'er Jewish enemies both near and far 

In all the terror of resistless war; 

Those prophecies they could not comprehend. 

Which the Redeemer's sufferings declare ; 

And hence to Him enquiring whispers send, 

To know what parting those sad sayings might portend! 



The sorrows which th' Apostle's souls pervade 

Mingled with sad and unavailing fears ; 

Answer unto the grie& which still are made 

To meet the christian in this vale of tears. 

Embittering with woe his mortal years: 

The shortness of the Apostles grief pourtrays 

The brevity of all corroding cares 

As to the saints who tread God's holy ways ; 

Though woes innumerous becloud their earthly days. 



As of but three days was the interval 

Between Christ's death and His return again; 

After he had subdued corruption's thrall, 

And death in His own gloomy realm had slain ; 

So short the years gon^ by and which remain, 

Compar'd with c^s of eternity, 

Between the Lord's ascension and His reign 

In all the glories of His Majesty, 

When He shall come to judge the world in equity. 
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The triumphs of the Saviour's glorious might 

On His most joyful resurrection day, 

Are emblematic of that thrilling sight, 

Which Christ shall to the universe display; 

When, penetrated by a vital ray, 

The sainted dead shall fit)m their graves arise, 

And death shall back restore his numerous prey, 

And holy men mount upward to the skies 

To reign with Him in bliss, which ne'er decays nor dies. 



As joy succeeded dark foreboding gloom, 

When the disciples saw the Lord again 

After His three days sojourn in the tomb. 

And view'd His triumph o'er corruption's reign 

As to the saints, who in His truth remain; 

So shall a joy unutterable belong 

To all who flee from each polluted stain, 

When tfaey shall join the blest angelic throng, 

And see the Lord for aye, and sing the Heavenly song. 



Into afflictions fbmace fiery hot 

God often makes His chosen ones to go ; 

And tribulation is th' appointed lot 

Of all the saints whilst they sojourn bdow : 

Hence all the fidthfbl nutst afflictions know, 

£*en though firom persecutions they be free. 

And oft be chastm'd with unmingled woe, 

Fkom OQtward tionhles which they could not flee, 

QrdKfroniimwaidgii^; e*»they Heay'ns Uiss sluJl i 
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Let US with thankful hearts now duly weigh 
The quality of that succeeding joj, 
Which the Kedeemer's promises pourtray; 
And which unmingled with this world's alloy 
Shall saints in praises evermore employ: 
And first the ground of it with care survey, 
A ground which nothing ever can destroy; 
Since 'tis to see the Lord without dismay, 
And to behold the Saviour in the realms of day. 



If then th' Apostles were with gladness fill'd, 

When they with wondering and delighted eyes 

For forty days their risen Lord beheld. 

Ere He return'd in glory to the skies; 

What joy unutterable will arise 

In hearts of the Bedeemed sons of God 

In that bright world where glory never dies; 

When, having pass'd the Jordan's gloomy flood. 

They shall for aye see Him who bought us with His blood ! 



Let us, moreover, diligently scan 

This joy's firm truth and real solidity y 

Making a gladsome heart to every man, 

Who seeks to dwell in bliss eternally: 

Unlike the joys of earth which ever fly 

From man when by affliction sore opprest; 

This joy remains when fiery troubles try, 

Imparts sweet peace unto the anxious breast, 

And cheers to patience by the hope of endless rest. 

02 
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Observe with care another quality 

Of this bright joy unspeakable and pure ; 

That it remains in highest certainty, 

And will throughout eternity endure. 

Though earthly joys most strongly men allure, 

They are but bri^ e'en, when most innocent. 

Are quite incom^tent man's grief to cure. 

Cannot in any case be permanent, 

And from our slippery hold are often quickly rent. 



Not such the joy immaculate and bright. 

Which Christ bestows on every faithM soul; 

And which affords a calm, serene, delight. 

E'en when afflictions stormy billows roll. 

That joy will live free from decay's control. 

And unpolluted by the stains of sin, 

When Heav'ns have vanish'd like an empty scroll, 

And earth has perish'd with the works therein. 

And worldly joys have ceas'd with their tumultuous din. 



Learn hence to seek more earnestly this joy, 
Since it alone can anxious toil repay; 
And let it be your ever blest employ 
To walk on earth in God's most holy way. 
That you may reap this joy in endless day. 
Learn too with patience all your woes to bear. 
Since from the saints all grief shall pass away, 
When they begin the crown of life to wear ; 
And since their sorrows make not an eternal tear. 



•^ 
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THE HYMN. 



Let us with careful minds survey 
The ground of christian joy ; 

It is to see the Lord for aye, 
With eyes free from alloy. 

II. 

If they were glad for forty days 

Again the Lord to see; 
What bliss in saints above will rise, 

Who gaze eternally. 

III. 

Observe this joy's reality^ 

How solid, how divine ! 
Unlike earth's joys which from us fly, 

And never sted&st shine. 

IV. 

The world's best joys how quickly gone 
Firom mortals slippery hold! 

The purest in a moment flown ! 
What dangers them enfold ! 

V. 

This joy, however, will endure 
The same through endless years ; 

It is both permanent^ and 9ure^ 
And void of anxious fears. 
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This joy more earnestly pursue, 

From it alone is rest; 
And they who live with it in view 

Are only truly blest. 



THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 

" When He, the Spirit of troth is come. He shall guide yoa into all 
truth," St. John xvL 13. 

The traveller journeying in the desert wild, 
May from his path be easily beguil'd ; 
If destitute of an experienc'd guide, 
By whom the wilderness has long been tried. 
The dangers, which in oriental lands 
Beset the travelers o'er the scorching sands, 
Do many various forms of death assume. 
From each of which impends a &tal doom. 
All who should Mi fresh water to secure 
At proper intervals, could not endure; 
But must by parching thirst be quite consumed. 
As those unto a death of suffering doom'd. 
Some parts there are expos'd to deadly winds, 
And he most surely quick distruction finds ; 
Who how to shun their influence nothing knows. 
Nor can discern the deadly vapour as it blows. 
The sands uprais'd by whirlwinds often rise 
In towering, spiral columns to the skies; 
Like those o'erwhelming waterspouts at sea, 
Which rise at intervals continually: 
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By this the beaten track is oft obscur'd. 
So that a certain road can be to none secured. 
All too, who travel where their foes abound, 
Are tempted to forsake the beaten ground 
For devious footpaths, which to pitfalls lead, 
And unto snares for wandering footsteps spread. 
Hence desert travelers much direction need, 
Nor safely can without a ^uide proceed : 
A well inform'd conductor is required. 
Taught by experience, and with skill inspired ; 
To lead the company to lucid waves. 
Where foimtains spring, or where the river laves ; 
To teach them to avoid the deadly wind. 
And from its fatal vapours safety find; 
To tell which way to take when floods of sand 
Have hid the track, and buried up the land; 
And to give warning of the traps and snares. 
Which the dire foe for wanderers prepares. 
Through such a desert Israelis sons were led, 
When they from Egypt's cruel bondage sped; 
The Lord himself directed them aright. 
By cloud by day, and by a fire by night. 
'Tis thus the Holy Spirit guides us now, 
And gives direction in each act we do; 
The instrumental guide is God's sure word. 
The guide efficient is the Holy Ghost, the Lord. 
Sad is their case in deserts made to stray. 
Without a guide to lead them in the way; 
But to a state more sad were mortals brought, 
When Adahi fell, and our destruction wrought. 
Not only is the way to Heav'n unknown 
To sinful men, till by the Spirit shewn; 
But they are blind until the Heav'nly Dove 
Enlightens them with knowledge from above. 
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Nor these tbe only dangers which surround 

Fall'n men ; but many treacherous guides abound^ 

Who all profess to guide their steps aright, 

To empjrrean realms of glorious light ; 

But whose bad object is to kiU each soul, 

Which may surrender to their base control; 

And who conduct men into traps and snares^ 

Which sin in every devious path prepares. 

To guide the young the flesh is always fain, 

To where they may voluptuous pleasure gain ; 

By promises the simple one devours. 

And thousands lures into her &tal bow'rs. 

She finds the crowd beheve her flattering voice, 

Who for their guide on her may fix then* choice | 

And like the bird which hastens to the snare 

Unconscious that her life is sought for there; 

The myriads wander on with eager pace, 

And few return back to the paths of grace. 

Ambition too, and Avarice many lead, 

Who pleasure's sjrren voice have ceas'd to heedj 

Captur'd by the enticing voice of Fame, 

And by the promise of a worldly name ; 

How many run, where earthly honour calls, 

To Fashion's splendid but sepulchral halls; 

Become so full of arrogance and pride. 

As in their hearts their God is quite defied; 

Who to the way of life return no more, 

Nor to the joys of Heav'nly honour soar. 

The thousands, who choose avarice for their guide^ 

And in her promises of bliss confide ; 

Become entangled in the golden snares^ 

Which she with artf\ilness for men prepares; 

That very few are found to burst the chain. 

When once enrolled amongst her glittering train i 
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fiut follow her with zeal unto the end, 

Nor thenceforth Heav'nwards with their footsteps bendi 

And these false guides o'er men the more prevail, 

Because to aid them Satan will not fail; 

But ever gives assistance to their wiles. 

And with great craft unwary souls beguiles. 

How many shipwreck of good conscience make, 

And quite too late discover their mistake : 

Such from the way of understanding led, 

Bemain in congregation of the dead : 

What gift could then more blest to man betide^ 

Than that of an unerring, £uthful guide ; 

To lead him in the rightful path and true. 

To give direction and to strengthen too; 

To warn him to avoid each snare and wile. 

And shew the treacherous guides who would beguile. 

Such is the Holy Ghost, whose guidance blest, 

Leads all His followers to. eternal rest ; 

Whose good instructions show the path complete, 

To all who heed them with discretion meet; 

And who to every time of life affords 

Direction in the Holy Scriptures words. 

Does any youth ask how he may obey? 

Escape false guides and cleanse his every way? 

The answer is — ^by giving constant heed 

According to the Scriptures to proceed; 

And causing that each deed, and word, and thought, 

To strict obedience to Grod's rules be brought. 

Would those, who prosper m the world, be led 

In safety past the snares around them spread ; 

And tread the upward path with hearts secure 

From Pleasure, Avarice, Honour's tempting lure ? 

Unto this Heavenly guide let them attend. 

And use their riches to a proper end ; 
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If wealth encrease let them attach the heart 
Not to the transient but enduring part; 
Do good, distribute to the sick and poor, 
Nor coldly pass th' afflicted person's door : 
Are you in trouble? seek this Heav'nly Guide, 
And learn from him to put away all pride; 
Humbly to walk, like Enoch, with your God, 
And bear with patience His correcting rod; 
For wisdom how to act with meekness pray, 
And for direction in the dark and cloudy day. 
Those, who the knowledge of the truth desire. 
The Holy Spirit will with grace inspire; 
Not only lead their erring steps aright. 
But strengthen them with His supernal might ; 
Confirm their weakness, from their foes defend 
And be their guide imto their journey's end. 
We know not what to pray for as we ought. 
Until by this our Heav'nly leader taught; 
And none will truth and godliness pursue. 
On whom He sends not His celestial dew. 
Hence let us follow with a stedfast pace 
This guide's directions, nor resist His grace ; 
Quench not the Spirit, never cause Him grief 
By sin, impiuity, or unbelief; 
And strive to follow up the grace He gives 
By true endeavours after holy lives. 
Thus shall you truth of doctrine clearly know, 
And in the truth of practice duly go ; 
Thus guided by the Holy Spirit here, 
You will hereafter with the saints appear; 
When the Bedeemer shall in glory come 
To bring all those to His eternal home. 
Who whilst on earth were by His Spirit led. 
And laboured hard in the right path to tread. 
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Who guided by the counsel of their God 
Walk'd by, and yielded to, His righteous rod 
Whilst here below, shall then by pow'r divine 
Be glorified, and with bright radiance shine; 
In them shall be reveaFd th' eternal weight 
Of Glory, which no man can estimate ; 
With their Bedeemer bless'd they shall appear, 
And bodies like His glorious body wear. 



THE HYMN. 



Seductivs pleasure spreads her snare' 

And lures with syren song ; 
But know, ye young, the dead are there. 

And Death's unhappy throng. 

II. 

Vain world ! thou shall not be my guide, 

Ambition ! Avarice ! No ! 
All who to ye their steps confide. 

Descend to endless woe. 

III. 

Deign to direct me, Heav'nly dove, 

Along the narrow way; 
Impart thy wisdom from above, 

Assist me to obey. 



206 

POEMS AND HTMN8 
IV. 

1 fed my weakness — sinful — frail- 
Unaided I am lost; 

Through Thee alone I can prevail, 
Wh^i by distractions toss'd. 



Lead me to truth and godliness 

Celestial Paraclete; 
Thy strength supply in my distress. 

And guide my wandering feet. 

VI. 

Thus shall I shun each kind of sin. 

Abhor impurity; 
And lastly through my Saviour win 

A blest eternity. 



1 



THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 

Verily, yerily, I say unto yon. Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father 
in my Name, He will give it yon. Hitherto have ye asked nothing in 
My Name : ask, and ye shall receiye^ that your joy may be fall. St* 
John, xvi, 23, 24. 

Ere we commemorate the glorious day, 

On which to Heav'n the Saviour sped His way; 

The Church directs our minds with prudent care 

Unto the duty of continual prajrer; 

As that by Christ especially enjoined 

By precept and example on mankind. 
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Rogation Sunday by the Church ordain'd, 

That by much prayer a fitness might be gain'd 

To celebrate our Lord's ascension blest, 

When He returned to Heaven's eternal rest; 

Was also used a blessing to implore 

Upon the fruits now springing from earth's verdant floor. 

Whence does the prtoilege of prayer arise 

To sinful man, an alien from the skies ; 

Since by the &11 God's friendship blest was lost, 

And man by fearful perturbations toss'd? 

How can a smful mortal dare draw nigh 

To God Almighty, infinitely high; 

Perfect in holiness, in truth, in right, 

Who will endure no evil in His sight ? 

By Jesus' merits, for His sake alone. 

This glorious privilege to man was won; 

Hence if I pray in my Redeemer's nam£^ 

Renounce myself, to merit lay no claim ; 

Though dust and ashes, I shall yet be heard. 

And hear from God the kind, approving word. 

To whom as Author and the Cause are due. 

That I my prayers for pardon may renew ; 

May be quite cleans'd from every wilful stain. 

And, truly penitent, forgiveness gain? 

Through Christ remission is proclaim'd to all. 

Who now repent, believe, obey the call; 

Jesus has reconciled man to his God, 

And bought us with his own most precious blood. 

How may I grace abundantly secure. 

To make my calling and election sure? 

Through Jesus Christy who is the living vine. 

Round whom the branches verdantly entwine; 

From whom the nourishment like sap proceeds, 

From which fruits spring the type of righteous deeds ; 
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By which the harvest of rich clusters grows, 

From which the vintage of good living flows ^ 

In dangers unto whom may I apply? 

On whom in tribulation time rely? 

Through Christ come boldly to a throne of grace, 

kxAfor His sake mercy will flow apace; 

Help will be given in each time of need, 

Your troubles never shall your strength exceed; 

Unshaken trust shall never be in vain, 

And God will each confiding heart sustain. 

Through whom may I implore in earnest prayer. 

In the beatitude of bliss to share ; 

By whom raise my desires above the skies, 

And fix my hopes on joy, which never dies? 

Unto a resurrection blest inspire, ' 

With all the ardour of celestial fire ? 

By Jesus Christ, who as the first firuits rose. 

And vanquished death and hell our ghostly foes : 

On Him alone om* bliss for aye depends 

In that pure world, where glory never ends ; 

Eternal life is given through His blood, 

Andybr His sake will be bestow'd by God. 

He's gone before us to prepare a place 

For all, who whilst on earth, His footsteps trace; 

And to receive the faithM will return. 

That they in glory may his &ce discern. 

The subject matter of our prayers should be 

The soul and body's each necessity; 

That from all dangers God would both defend, 

And give us nourishment unto the end. 

The manner too of all effectual prayer 

Is ardent^ energetic^ fit to bear 

A long delay ; great perseverance shows. 

Desists not soon^ and though unheard still goes. 
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He truly seehSj who with attentive mind, 

The ninety nine in safety leaves behind; 

With diligence pursues the sheep astray, 

Nor from the search will quickly turn away. 

She seeks who having lost a silver piece 

To search for it will never quickly cease; 

But sweeps with care and diligence the floor, 

And does each comer of the house explore. 

Thus should we diligently seek in prayer. 

When to the throne of grace we may repair. 

To knocks a warmness of the heart implies, 

An ardent mind to which few mortals rise ; 

And signifies an assiduity^ 

Beheld with favour by our Maker's eye. 

All importunity mankind detest, 

Regard as irksome each renewed request; 

But all such repetition God approves. 

And ere He gives, to be enquired of loves. 

How strong a contrast may we all perceive 

Between the earnest zeal^ with which men cleave 

To the pursuit of earth's uncertain joys, 

Which their unwearied energy employs; 

And the cold languor which in most appears. 

When grace divine is ask'd for in their prayers. 

When man is on some worldly blessing bent. 

And to obtain some earthly joy intent; 

No failure checks the ardour of his chase, 

Distanc'd, he quickens, never slacks his pace; 

To seek for what he wants does not refrain, 

Though his exertions no success obtain; 

And though his hope may be for long deferr'd, 

From persevering seldom is deterr'd, 

But when the virtue of the soul is sought 

How few to seek with earnestness are brought. 
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How soon desist unless at once they gain! 

How quickly from their prayer for grace refrain! 

Thus /uithless they no blessing can receive, 

Because the promise they will not believe. 

If for some earthly good our prayers arise, 

And we receive no answer ]^from the skies ; 

It is because we seek a stone for bread. 

And would with serpents not withj^A be fed. 

Hence God displays a father's tender care, 

E'en in refusing our most earnest prayer ; 

When He perceives the boon would work our wocj 

And that from it injurious hurt would grow. 

But chiefly let our prayers to God ascend 

For grace to keep us sted&st to the end; 

His benediction on our souls implore, 

That in His Spirit ever more and more 

We may increase; until to Heav'n we soar. 

In asking for the welfare of the soul, 

And greater freedom from the world's control, 

We need not fear that our request is wrong, 

Or fear that God to grant will much prolong. 

Observe how quickly Solomon obtain'd 

God's benediction, and His favour gain'd ; 

When he desir'd His Maker to impart 

True wisdom and an understanding heart. 

Hence with myself the fault must ever rest. 

Whenever my lost soul remains unblest; 

For God will not withold undoubted good^ 

(And such is grace's fertilizing flood) 

Unless the supplicant the boon oppose. 

And by some sin the gates of mercy close. 

Hence if to gain spiritual good we fail, 

And prayers for bounteous grace do not prevail; 
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We either were luke-warm, faithless, and cold, 
No ardour, trust, or perseverance shew'd; 
Or else oppos'd a bar by wilful sin, 
Cherish'd in heart, and reigning strong within, 
And so a gracious answer could not win. 



THE HYMN 



In Jesus' Name our prayers arise 

As incense to the throne; 
Through Him they pierce the highest skies, 

And bring the blessing down. 

II. 

When tears of anguish freely flow, 

A penitential flood; 
Godybr His sake will grace bestow, 

And pardon through His blood. 

III. 

Each human soul much mercy needs, 

And Jesus is the vine, 
Who, as vrith sap, the branches feeds 

With nourishment divine. 

IV. 

Through Him in tribulation tune 

Sufficient aid is giv'n; 

By Him the saints are borne sublime 

To happiness in Heav'n. 

P 
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In Jesus' Name and for His sake 
The body's needs request; 

But chiefly supplication make 
In spirit to be blest. 

VI. 

No ardour — importunity — 
No earnestness is wrong; 

When we desire to live on high, 
And learn the Heav'nly song. 



THE ASCENSION DAY. 

So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, He was received up 
unto Heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. St. Mark xyi. 19. 

Behold the Lord of glory and of life, 

After His conquest in the deadly strife; 

Far from the sordid earth remove away, 

And reach in triumph the bright realms of day. 

The sky before the Lord in sunder cleaves, 

The gates of Heaven unfold their golden leaves; 

At His approach the Seraphim rejoice, 

And welcome the Redeemer with glad voice; 

Exultingly His great achievements tell. 

Proclaim His deeds, who conquered death and hell; 

And welcome to th' unfading realms of light 

The Lord victorious in the dreadful fight, 

Strong in all battles aud supreme in might. 
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The place to which the Saviour was received, 

After He had His victories achiev'd, 

Was not the sky which does to us appear, 

Nor sun, nor "visible, diurnal sphere;" 

But the most distant mansions of the skies, 

Where God reveals His glory to the eyes 

Of saints and angels, who in joys above 

Dwell in the sunshine of their Maker's love. 

Our Lord's ascension should by us be deem'd 

A blest event, and highly be esteem'd. 

It will confirm our faith in Christ the Lord, 

And strengthen our reliance on His word; 

Since He, who by the Father was receiv'd. 

After He had His victories achiev'd. 

Must certainly have from the Father come. 

And for us men descended from Heav'ns dome. 

Belief that Christ ascended up on high, 

And captive led for us captivity, 

Will much augment our faith in things unseen, 

And we with firmer trust shall on Him lean. 

The more remote from ken of human eye 

The object of our confidence may be ; 

The stronger is the faith which can confide, 

And can in an unshaken trust abide. 

" Because thou hast beheld thou hast believ'd 

" How blest are they who in th' unseen have faith achiev'd.'* 

Corroboration of our hope discern. 

As we belief in Christ's ascension learn ; 

For whither He, the Head, is gone before. 

His members too shall through His merits soar; 

And to the place, where the first fruits remain, 

The after ripen'd produce shall attain. 

As o\M forerunner He went up on high, 

And enter'd the bright glories of the sky ; 

P2 
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He has preceded mansions to prepare, 

And saints ^9!^ follow and overtake Him there. 

Of the same nature with our ransom'd race, 

He first was ripeh'd for that glorious place; 

And those engrafted in the living vine, 

May hope to follow Him to joys divine, 

As coming late to like maturity, 

And to perfection from the same good tree. 

Learn from the Lord's ascent to keep your eyes, 

As much as may be fixed upon the skies ; 

Upward in heart, and in affection soar. 

And seek the joys, which last for evermore. 

How shall we love what we do not desire? 

How to unfading joys shall we aspire? 

Whilst we no value unto them assign. 

Nor think them to surpass the golden mine? 

How shall we learn to prize the joys above? 

How the beatitude of Heav'n to love ? 

Whilst we bestow no anxious thought, no care. 

That in those sinless pleasures we may share : 

With meditative wings oft let us soar 

Above the world, by faith Heav'ns bliss explore, 

Exalt the best afiections of the heart 

Up to the better and enduring part; 

Mount up in spirit firom our earthly cell. 

And with th' ascended Saviour ever dwell; 

And fix our minds upon the endless joys 

At God's right hand, where praise the saints employs, 

On earth we cannot be completely blest. 

Because this world is not our final rest ; 

Nor can we happiness unmingled know. 

So long as we are pilgrims here below. 

To the delights of Heav'n we nearest come. 

When, though on earth, we make the skies our home; 
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Not this base world, but endless glories love, 

And dwell in mind, and heart, and soul above. 

That thus in spirit we may all ascend^ 

And upwards all our aspirations bend; 

Let us prefer our prayers for aiding grace. 

And toil and labour in the Christian race; 

In faith and patience press towards the prize, 

And ever set before our mental eyes 

Th' unfading happiness beyond the skies. 

Our Saviour's sitting down at God's right hand, 

Denotes His regal and divine command. 

And points us to His universal sway. 

For all must bow to Him, and all obey: 

If willingly His righteous will we own. 

He will with bliss our just obedience crown ; 

But if against our with we are subdued. 

And ever have our enmity renew'd; 

We shall be subject to an iron rod, 

And banish'd from the presence of our God. 

From Jesus' session due subjection learn. 

And blessings of obedience discern ; 

And unto Him a glad submission pay. 

Whose is the pow'r, dominion, glory, sway. 

Learn also in Hia Justice to confide, 

And trust in Him whatever may betide; 

Ask Him your soul and body safe to keep. 

Seek His protection, who does never sleep. 

The Lord not only up before us went, 

But for us in the skies His footsteps bent; 

There for the penitent to intercede. 

And as their Advocate His death to plead. 

Though perfect satisfaction Jesus made. 

When once for all our ransom full He paid 

P3 
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TJpoD the cross; yet is its virtue still 

Advanc'd perpetually with stedfast will 

By Jesus' session, founded on His death, 

When to redeem us He resigned His breath. 

He went to Heav'n itself there to appear 

For us, and will his saints petitions hear; 

Will for the contrite plead His precious blood, 

And gain their pardon from our righteous God; 

And therefore to the uttermost can save 

All, who from God through Him remission crave. 

To Him thus sitting at the Lord's right hand. 

And having all things under His command. 

Let us with piety prefer our prayer. 

And seek His intercession and His care. 

His mercy with great earnestness implore. 

And our Redeemer, God the Son, adore; 

Who only is most holy, and the Lord, 

Who only, as the true incarnate word. 

Does with the Lord, the Holy Ghost, Divine, 

In God the Father's Glory's brightness shine. 



THE HYMN. 



1. 



Our great forerunner soar'd on high 
Bright mansions to prepare; 

And saints sha]! Jbllow presently, 
And overtake Him there. 
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II. 

As the first ripen'd fruit He grew, 
Which first perfection gains; 

And he, though late, shall ripen too, 
Who in the vine remains. 

III. 

Thither let us in heart ascend. 
Where Christ is gone before; 

Our best affections thither bend, 
In spirit upward soar. 

IV. 

Let us in mind oft take our flight 

With meditation's wing, 
Up to the shining realms of light. 

Where saints His praises sing. 



With the Redeemer let us dwell 

Continually above; 
And we through Him shall vanquish hell, 

And Heav'nly pleasures love. 

VI. 

Then He for us will intercede 
For pardon through His blood : 

As advocate He sits to plead 
His merits to our God. 

FINIS. 
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